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sutmitted to the Presbylery for its approval,  Me.
Currie gave notice of the following motion : *‘That
the deliverances of P'resbytery to the several congre.
gations forming a pastoral charge be drawn up by one
committee, and that all deliverances be henceforth
more elabointe, and be submitted for the approval of
the Presbytery at the fisst tegular meeting after the
visitation, before being read to the congregations.”
Mr. Dewar's motion was held over,  The Assembly’s
Committee’s questions on Temperance wero con.
sidesed. It was then moved by Me, Somerville,
seconded by Mr, Rodgers, * That Messts, Cameron,
Mordy and Scott be a committee on temperance, and
that the questions from the Assembly’s Committee be
relegated to then to get  formation and tabulate re-
tutns,andreportat thet - regularmeeting.”~-Agreed.
A clecular letter from Peterborough Presbytery was
read anent receiving a minister from the United
States Methodist Church. Instructions wete given to
Mr. Rodgers, the Convener of the Committes on the
State of Religion, to have his report submitted at the
March meeting, and all ministers within the bounds
are requested to note this snsiruction and send their
returns to the Converer in time.  The Presbytery
nominated Dr, Black, of Kildonan,as Moderator of the
next General Assembly,  Mr, Curtie was {nstructed
to receive suggestions from members of Presbytery
anent the wvisntation questions and report at March
meceting.- JOUN SOMERVILLE, M.A., £res, Clerk,
PRESBYTERY UF PETERBORG.—This Presbytery
met at Peterboro’ on the 3tst January. Eleven min.
isters and nine elders were present, Mr. R. J. Beattie
was chosen Moderator, Mr. Bennett gave notice of
motion for next ordinary meeting : * That the tempor-
ary absence of a brother be not allowed to exclude
him from the Moderatos’s chair when he would be ap-
pointed thercto if he were present.” The station at
Oakhills asked for reunion with Perrytown and Knox:
ville. Messrs, Cameron and Ewing, ministers, and J.
Kerr, clder, were appointed a commiitica to confer
with all the parties interested and to seport av next
meeting. The congregation of Perrytown was anthor-
ized to sell the old church building and apply the pro-
ceeds to the liquidation of the debton the new church,
Mr. McFarlane tendered the resignation of hischarpe
at Bobcaygeon and Dunsford, on the ground of ill
health, The usuai steps were taken in the casc. The
churches at Bethesda and Alnwick svers reperted as
having been declared vacant.  Upon motion of Mr.
Bell, a list of questions was adopted to be used in
Presbyterial visitation, the list to be printed for dis.
tribution among the ungregations. The report of
the Presbytery’s Home Mission Committee was con-
sidered at great length. By order of Presbytery each
of the members bad «.en furmished with a printed
copy of the report.  Mr, Fleming, the missionary in
the Harvey and Chandos fields, being present was in.
vited to address the Court. The addiess shewed
great diligence on the part of the missionary, and great
interest on the part of the people in the mission work.
Mr. Renwick, from the Harvey field, was present to
ask for aid in the erection of a church. Thecasewas
recommended to the consideration of the moie wealthy
congregations within the bounds. The following
minute was adopted n refereice to Mr. McWilliam,
lately removed from the bounds: *In cennection
with the translauon of Mr. McWilham, the Presbytery
desires to express its deep sense of the loss which it
has sustained by the removal of a m-aiber who has
proved himsell so wise 1n counsel, so diizent 1n pas-
toral work, so able and eloquent in preaching, and so
distinguished in scholarship., The Presbytery follows
him with cordial regards and sincere prayers to his
new tield of labour, trusting that an abundant en-
trance will be given bim to the homes and hearts of
the people of his charge. The I'resbytery would also
record its sympathy with the congregation of Beth-
esda and Alawick thus deprived of a minister who has
endeared himself to them by seventeen years’ of faith-
ful and loving service, and unites in asking the Chief
Shepherd to send them speediiy another pastor who
shall comfort their hearts and estaLlish the work of
the hands of his servant among them.” Mr, ¥. R,
Beattie was authorized to Moderats in a call at Bethe-
sda and Alawick when requested.  Mr, Beatute pre-
seated the overture, of which he had given notice at
1ast meeting, anent the examination of students be-
tween the period of graduaticn 2 .d induction, The
averture was adopted and ordered to be transmitted
to the Assembly, Upon motinn of Mr. R. ], Beat-
tle it was agized to hold-the ordinary mectings of
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Presbytery on the Mooday evenlngsat hall.pastsever
o'clock Instead of Tuesday moinings as hitherto, Me,
White Jald on tha table the tesignation of his charge
of Warsaw and Dummer on the ground of the icability
of the people to mset their pecuniary engagements.
Mr \White had notified the people of his purpose.
Delegates from the -ongregations were heard. The
Presbytery, under thd circuristances, agreed to sustain
Mr \Vhite's candurt in clitin, the people,and to ac.
cept of the resignation.  Mr. Jorrance was appointed
Moderator of session, Presbytery adjourned to meet
again in same place on the 318t January. The meet.
ing was held according to adjonrnment. There were
soventeen ministers ard olght elders present.  The
wcsignation of Mr. McFarlane was considered.
Delegates were heard, Mr, McFarlane was alio heard
on his own behall.  Presbytery agreed that the resig.
uation lie on the table until next meeting of Presby-
tery ; that M« McFarlcne be granted leave of ab.
scnce for a time, and that members of Presbylery be
requested to give partial supply to the statfons at Bob-
caygeon and Dunsford until the matter be finally dis-
posed of  I'resbytery agreed unanimously to approve
of the general principle of a sustentation fund as sent
down by the Assembly. Arrangement was made for
the holding of a Conference on the State of Religionas
requested by the General Asseinbly A committee was
appointed to draw up a report on the Siate of Religlon
within the bounds for presentation to next meeting.
Tha 1emit on the subject of Temperance was deferred
until next ordinary meeting,  Mr. Stevenson, the or-
dained missionary at Minden, gave a report of his
work and asked for help to pay off a debton tha Min-
den manse. A collection in the congregation was
recommended for the purpose.  Mr. F. R. Heattie
gave notice of motion at next meeting to overture the
Assemnbly on the question of evangelistic work, The
Home Mission Commiittee were empowered to em.
ploy Mr. R. B, Arthur, a student, if they see fit.—\V.
BENNETT, Pres. Clerk,
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON 1IX.

Luke v,

CHRIST HEALING TitE SICK. Atry

Feb. a2,
o
Gorvex TexT.—*' The power of the Lord was pres.
ent to heal them.”

HOME ZEADINGS.

Luke iv, 33-44. Miracles of Healing,

Luke v. 1-11.. .7he Draught of Firhes.

Luke v. 12.17.,,The Leper Healed

Lew, siv, 1-32,,. Tlie Law of the Ly er,

F  Lukev. 1828, The Paralytic Healed,

S.  Mask il. 3.13.... Powerto Forgive Sins,

Sab, Ps. cui. 1-22....° Who Healeth all thy Discases.”

UELFS TO STUDY.

In our last lesson we found Jesus proclaiming the Gospel
to the people among whom Ile had been brought up, at
Nazareth. There expecially, although not there alone, it is
true of Him that ** - Je came unto His own and His own re-
ceived Him not.” Instead of doing so ** they thrust Him
out of the city, and led Him unto the brow of tle bill
whereon their city was built, that they might cast Him down
headlong.” Hestrogpled not, He smote themnot with judg.
ment ; with the ease and calmness of diviae power He
passed **through the midst of them ™ and ** went His way,”

After thisit appears that He lived for some time at Cap.
ernaum where He wrought many miracles, including t{:e
healing of Peter's mother-in-law.  The people of this place
scem to have regatded Him somewhat more favourably than
did the people of Nazareth, for, when He was leaving, they
followed Him and expiessed their desire that He should not
depart from them; but He told them that He * must
preach the kingdom of God to otiier cities also,” and en.
tered on a tour through the villages and towns of Galilee,
ptesching and working miracles. It was while on this tour
that the miracle of healing the leper, referred to in the be-
gioning of our present lesson, v=4 performed. The cure of
the paralytic appears to have ...-pened after the Saviour's
return to Capernaum,

As is genenally the case, the Golden Text strikes the key.
note of tne teachings of the lesson, it being kept in view that
the “ power " spoken of extends to the w tal and spiritual
as welgoas to the physical, and that the leper and the para.
lytic ate aptly typical of the sinncr—the one of his pollution
and leathsomeness, the other of his helplessnexs.

The following division will probably b= found convenient «
(‘) Power to Cleanse, \2) Pousr to Heal, (3) Fower to For.

e, .
& 1. POWER TO CLEANSE.—vVers, 13-24. The student of
the Old Testament is aware of the prevalence among.the
Jews of the loathsome and ordinanly incurable disease
called leprosy, as well as of the fear and abhorrence with
wkich they ed §t, Dr. Isaac H, Hal, in treatiog of
the “orentalisms” of the lesson, describes the character of
this disease, and draws attentlon to a meaning which he
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finds in the Saviour's manner of effecting Its cure Inthe case
tefote us. tle says1 **A man *full of leprosy’ is as tes
volting a sight as one can sce.  Leprosy; among the ancient
Jews, was consldered as the supreme penmalty of ar, il
tongue, or of averweening ptide, or of setting up one's ee((
atove his superiys.  Tis touch wag Jike that of aserpent, or
of certain worms, of which (1t was said that if one had such
a wort (n his hand he could nat be clean though he washed
and remained in the water all day. Its touch not only
contracted uncleanness, but it was touching one under the
plague, or stroke, of God. Al the old wrlters vot Jewish,
though they might be full of fewlish lore, dwell upon the per.
fect type in all 113 aspects which leprosy [;menu of tin,
Thus the fact that Jeaus * put forth his hand, and touched
the leper, has a typical significaice which far exceeds an
spprehension which the dliciples or other spectatons coul
at that time have been able o possess,  Tlis toach wasthat
which cleanteth from sin, and from defilement of body, and
which removed the sttoke of God—even that inflicted for
blasphemy. If the minutenes of the Evanpelist {n recond.
ing this patticular was unwitting, or no mote than keeplog
alive the remembrance of the wondaifi:l daring and conde.
scension of our Lond, {t &y yet plaip that the 1loly Sphit
meant much maore,”

1f Thou wilt Thou canst make me clean,” This
poor leper seems to bave been convinced of Christs J:ower
to cleanse, but to have doubted His willingness to doso;
and, in the case bf Ladily disease it 13 quite right to submit
it to God whether 1le ls willing ot not to deliver s from 13
but the sinnae need be under no apprehension as to God's
willingness to cleanse him fiom sin, for He hates sin and
loves the staner.”

1 will, Le thou clean, Mark says He xas ““moved with
cnmpmfnn " and will 1]e not also pity the sinner who
conies to Llim to be cleansed from a still more Josthsome
Kolluﬂon than that of leprosy 2 Even inthe case belore us,

cw pleasant it we 'd be to think that tha Saviour's *' be
thau clean ™ reachr., not only to the Jeper’s body but to his
soul——pethaps it did. To shew that God {sable and willing
to cleanse and save, see Gen. xviil, 14 3 Matt, viil, 8; Heb,
vil. 253 Psalm 1, 153 acl. 153 Ezck. xxxvi. 28,

Shew thyscif to the priest.  See Lev, xill, 33 J.uke
xvil. 145 Lev. xlv, 4°7.

11, P'owsn to HrzAL.—vers, 15:17. In most kinds of
badily ailment there ate two things that requite to be done
(1) the discase must be driven away—this may be ¢ arded
as & cleansing process 3 (2) the patlent must be healed—that
is -toied to health and strength.  There is something an.
alojwus to this In the moral and spiritual condition of ihe
sinner.  But the comparison falls short 3 and although the
two diseases specified inthe text were combined in one ia.
dividual, it would still fall short 3 for the sinner is mote pol.
futed than the leper and more helpless than the patalytic,
In the Gospel there 13 provision not only for cleansing but
for the fmparting and fosteting of spititual life, strength and
activity, From verse 17, it would appear that Luke re-
garded the Pharisecs and doctors of the 1aw as being in
need of healing quite as much as paralytics and lepers were,
for it is to them that he applies the words of our Golden
Text: The power of the Lord was present to heal
them. * To heal whom?" asks the *S, S, Times,” and
then iv answers s **Why, ail tke Phaiisees and doctors of
the law, from every part o7 Galilee, Judea and Jerusalers.
What a pathesing! \What an opportunity ! Were they
healed? ot at n‘ii; and for the best of reasons—they did
not com* to be healed. They were thete, Jesus was there,
and the power of God was there, and there (o Aeal them ;
but they came not to be healed, but to criticise, to find fault,
and to condsmn; and this unbelief built a wall between
them and tbe Lord.  But one was healed, Behold him 3

I11. Powex To FORGIvE.—vers, 18-36. The faith of
the sick man's friendsin the power and willingness of Chrlst
to heal him, and their perseverance in the effort 1o ing
him in spite of all obstacles, ate alike extmplar‘y. Professor
Hall supplies the following explanation regarding the con.
stsuction of castern houses + **T'o understand how the sick
man could be brought up on the house-top and let down
through the tiling is easy for one to understand who has
scen Eastern houses.  1nside, the house 13 composed of one
large covered court, with rooms opening off from it on three
sides. The court is the place whete a large company as.
sembles. The roof 13 ussally made of mud and mortar,
tately tiles, and then mostly in foreigners houses, supported
by beams,  Such a roof has to be kept water-tight dunng
the rainy season b’{hxollln it witha huvg stone roller when
the rain comes. ¢ roof 3 accessible by stairs from the
ontside 3 and, in some cases, when the house is bullt on a
slope, it can be stepped vpon from the ground with little or
no climbing. Once on the 0of, itis easy to break up the
mud and mortar; nor would the damage be a ve:g serious
one to the house.  The couch on which the man would be
let down would b:udl{' be called more than an extra-il §:k
quilt in this country. It can casily be rolled up and caruied
under the arm.”

Man, thy sins are !orglven thee, Theconfidence and
dili,, 'nce of the paralytic’s filends were well ewarded.
Probably the biessiog bestowed in these words included or
implied 1he healing of his bodily disease.  \Whether it did
ot not it 2 comparatively small matter. The pardon of sin
is much more valuable than deliverance ftom any temporal
evil, Bat the Jews reparded disease as a punishment for
some special sin.  And the words of the Saviout may be

atded as an assertion of His divine nature, and & chal.
lenge to the Fharisees and doctors of the law to witness His
woiks ia proof of that essertion.

Wiois this which speaketh blasphemics? Some
cae spoke blasphemy. Here was one and the same Person
asserting that "tle could forgive sin, and that He could
instantly bestow health and strength oa a man afflicted
with palsy; and proving the latter assertion by actually
performing the miracle.  Had Christ not been God it
would ‘have been blasphemy nn His part to claim the
power of forpiving sin, for it is quite true that God
only can forgive sing but secing that He was God, then
‘:i!;:{- t;lsuphcmy was on the part of those who denied His .

aity.



