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in multitudes. How ohcdient and af-
fectionate, then, ought children to be
to thotte who love i'mso tenderly
and congtantiy !

CORAL ISLANDS.
Many of our young friends have rcad

tiat nome of the ialands irn tue South
Seau have coral reefs rr'und thin, and
thât smre of the islands tlîemselves are
cumposed of curai. Se%-eral %'riters
have described tbemn. Dr. Mianteli, in
his " Wonders of Geology," gives the
foiJlowing beautiful abstract of ulîcir oh.
servat ions :

'ý The corai banks are ever 'ywhcre
seen W different stages of progress;
some are become islands~, but flot yet
habitable; otsjers are above high water-
mark, but destituteof vegetation, wvlile
mnany are overflowed -a ith every return-
ing tide. When thepolypi (the littie liv-
ing 9-iimals) of thc corais at the bottoni
of the~ ocean cease to live, their skeietons
etill ad-ere to, each other, anid the inter-
stices bei1ng gradually filled up with sand
and brokeni pieces of corrd and sheil,
washed ini by the sca, a mass of rock iâ
at iength fornied. Future races ofthcse
animalcules spread ont upon the risinig
bank, and it their turn die, increase, and
elevale titis wonderfui nionumcit of
(heir existence.

"ýTite reefs whiclî raise themseives
above the level of the sea are usually of
a circular or oval form, and surrou nded
by a deep andl oftentines unfathorniabie
ocean. In tho centre of cach there 4s
generally a shallow lagoon, with stili wn .
ter, wherc the snkailer and more delicate
kinds of zoophites find a~ trauquil abode,
,where the stronger specieý- live on the
outer margin of the isle, where the surf
dashes on them. When the reef is dry
atlow water, the corai animais cease to
increase. A continuons mass of solid
atone is then seen, which is composed of
sheill and echini with fragmntnsof co.
rais> united by caicareous sand, produe-
ed by the pulverisation of the shelis of
friable polyparia. Fragmente of coral
limestone are thrown up by the waves,
thuse are cracked by the heat of the suri,

v'ashed to pieces by the surge, and drift-
ed on the reef. A fier this the caica.
reous mass is untln.turbed, and offers to,
the serds or the creva, pandanas, and
other treesý and plants.. floatcd thither by
the wavcs, a soul on ivhich they rapidly
grom,,and overshadotw the whîite daz-1
ziing surface. Trunks of trecs, eriftted
by cuirrents front otiier couatrie.&, find
imere at length a rest ing.piace, and bring
wviIj them smne smal animai,;, as lizardI
and insects. Evert before the trees forin
groves or forests, sca.l>irds iiestie there ;
,trayed iand bird.' fiiid refuge in ilimel
busiies; and at a stili later perio(i, man
takes possession of the ncwly-creatcd

leountry. It is in Liais mnanner that bte
Poly nesiaa Archipeingo, lias becia formn-
cd. Thae imniediate foundat ions of the
islands are ancient coral reefs, and these'
in ail probability are based on the cones
or craters of subrparine voicanoes long
since extiulet."

On tîme soutlî-west coast of Malabar
there is a chain of reefs and islcts 480
miles in lengîla. Oit the east coagt of
New Holiand an unbrokcn reef of 350
miles long ; between that and New Gui-
nea a curai formation that extends tip.
wards of 700 miles. Hlow vast! how
wonderful !

There is su niudai of the iiarvelinutz
and sublime il) the idea of the creatin of,
i-iands and continents by the üeaselessiý
laborî of numiberless nîyr ads of living
instrmnnts, that %v caunot be surpris.
eu nliat this suldeet lias attracttd the at-
tentioni cfone of(thc inosteiegant ofou1r
modera poets. The foliowvingbeautiful
extract is fromn the"I Peliin Island" of
James Mon tgomery :
III saw the living pile asccnd;
Tite mausolcum of ils arclillcts,
Stlt dying upwards as thoir labors cl9med;
Siane the miaterials, but the slime waà turncd
To adamant by ilicir pctriflo touch.
Frail wcre thear framies, ephiemeral licir Iivep,
Their miasonry impcri4liable,. AUl
Life'a noedful functionq, fond, exertirin, rest,
Dy nice economny of Providence,
Were overrulcd to curry on tic procegm.
WVIicli ont of water brought forth solid ruck. r
Atom by atom, tlîus the mourntain grew !i
A coral isiand, stretchuing cash and wvcst;
Steep were the fianks, with precipicca sharp,
Deacending Lu thoir base in o=on gioom.


