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prayers, fur four ycars and a hlîsf, uf ait assiubiy o! wihl it
%vas wiid, by ai histuriaîi, uver two hîîuidired yca.S a-Io
"The, like o! thtat 4îsscuiibly, aus %vu iavc hieari sv, asuer

ini Eîîgbiid, noi auywhere likcily 81irty tu lie." Aîid, to-day,
ive -ire stili safle iiinvig the likoe o! ît lias izut becît fur
pitty, hearîtiîg, aîîd paîtienîce ; îîîîd the inîiuelîvc it lias liad In
îuentldiuig the thlteglit aud lift, uf tUitlîri %viierever the,
Etîglisi hîtiîgîagi' is sjokiî Ve iild, tîterefure, that the
thleiogiail Ili any ecioul, ivlîo huis iiot c îll rcadte ut
fessioîi, ouglît utut tu hoe pirtuutl us iýhiot o! the history
o! doctrinîe .111ud cf the hiireb.

Apart front historie cuiitntoithe iistriîtsic worti of
te Confession is Such t1ilt iu Christin van afi'ord. to be

ïiîoratnt of its conttenits.
1. It is cmrhn ii (ildiii the %vhiole circle of Biible

tcachigiii ina fevv pages.
It, iîitruductury chlî.îtuis tre.it u! the aîirhority uf the

Scriptures (iniiudtliig Caîn îsîutom.udIîturjxrct.itiuii),
sud the attributes and SouvLreigiitN o! Gutd. lu. then bugins
ithicre thte Biiblc bieginsb, a îid 't lieto adI S liglits teauiîug
îisttrally bcgiiis, %vit], Ci-catiou , iitkl ueîîds whuerc the Bible
cetds, with thte coiuing of Christ te judgc the %vorid. The
Dececs of God du î,ut ittuiuulize Uae Coîîfem:ioi, as soute
have iiiiagined. Thizs stbjeçt uuuiuîpie'. uiily vite short chiap-
tel, ont e! tltirty.thiree. 'flic meuîii.iiîg i apter treat of ai
the otiier great ductriiies and eiiae f dîtitcaýý Uttiglt iii the
Biible ; for exainplc .- P>rovidene, Chiri.st the Mediator,
Justificationt, Guodt Work, A.rniviiij, the Clittreli,
the Civi! Magistrate, Marriage.

It iutchidcs ali the grcat poinits deait vvit iii iîiy o! the
creeils or synîbels of Christeitdout ; antd, toît-seçîuetitty, the
tit wvie ]tas inaster*d the Cufs.oîla oilriet
sivc vicw cf the wiiolc -gruiidk o! Chtristisîti dogîîiatics atnd
ethics.

2. The Confessiont is reiarkahîiv &rihIarai, hotui it
Suîisfalncp and it ialrqlzily..

Nothiîîg is put ini the LutesoîIut %% a lits un the
surface o! Scripture. Whiere the BiblelL iqîat car tu Cuin-
fessicît is silciit.

For cxalipie .Presbyterianis, g-encraul3, buliuete tlait .îii
inifantts dyiiîg it iîifaicy .'tre sivell , aui the licat tad îist
coiît!ertiug books on it e qe tre ~ ivritteîi LN Cati iîts,
ytt thesc books are largcl3 a gliAi ~ iîtiîî The viriturz,
aire îot able te adducc chear Se;rileturil ti idtiiLu viit ti<jOS
ticît. And %whist savat the Coiifesqioi? 1 utiiîîg. lu. i.s
pîerfcctly sulent, as it is sulent as te wlicticr aIl idiots arc
szaved or net. It tells us hilic inifant,-, idiots, &c., are -;ztvetl
if God Jheoses (clccts) tu save thaeît , but au to hoiv niaziy o!
thiiot are saved the Cuitfessioîî &az iîothiigi,, because the
Blible is itot express oui the questiuon.

Agiii), the Cenifessieut uses, isrgcly, thte veiy trordls of
.'cripture. A Il faîst " divine va-, railiig at thte tcaciting o! the
Confession oit future rewaixls andi puigliiicîit.s To
the amîusemenct o! etiiers-, but te luis uwn confusion, lic
discovered tlînt oit titis poinit te Coufcssion siriljily uscdl
thie chear, trisp) phrases o! thîe -Noev Tcstamenit.

3. The Ccîtfcssinn is Catioli iii iti spirit. T;ik-o thte
!oloivig ."I Saint,-, Ly professioni, are 1muiid te ijairitainait
hioi3- feiiowvsltip antd coînînnî ii tle wursluip o! GIA, anît
it pcrforiiîig such otlito siritui services as tend te thicir

ntuii edifucation ; as aIse it meieviiug cacit otlier iii outivand
tiuings accordiug to thicir severai abilities aitd utocessitics,
vhîiclt commnutnionî, as Ged offeretît olqîortîuîity, is te bo ex-
tendcd tintte ail tîtose wiio ut cvciy p~lace eall ulpon thte naine
o! thte Lori Jesus." Titis biiudI us tu worsiiip and contanuxto
with Gocl's people o! cery naine wiien opportinity offers, aud
ta give thicuut of aur nîoney if îuced bc. tjid, l'rcsbyterianis
ats a muletakec the lesd it Catitoiicity , as witncss, the maiiy
large îion-dciîoninational chiarittos o! titis city, built by
Presbyterisut inoncy sud itow rni by otiiers. But are Prcsby-

terians abrenst of thoe Confession in titis mattur 1 Net quite.
And it ivill bc fourni that ixot only iii titis înattcr, but in
most things the Confession is net ornly abreast of te aige but
ahiead of it. Our utinisters and eiders, ainost to a muta,
feci titis inistinctively ivicn any eue attenipts te tampler %with
the Confession. Truc, there arc exceptions. Ant English
divine says that, payts of tihe confession are not hiieved, by
cvcngood inmers, and lie ij in favor of Uhe echurchi forrning
a newv aud înuch shorter synîbol te ivhieh ail our adhierents
iiht say, IlCredo." Iiidcd ! He forgets ivho sonie of

our ildhercnts arc. We protcst against îaakiugý a creed to
suit tic opinions of ail Nwhû inay be adhcrcnts. Our Coxifes-
sien is te bc dotermined by thre WVord of God, and let those

Uhe StanÙ Point oif Apologeties.
I Ký Christianu apoulogetics two classes siîould bc kcpt in

viewheiivcrssud nelievers-the, one te ire stength.-
wxc aîd stîblsicdUt otertebc silcnced or brouglit te

the kuiuwlecdge of the truth. Most essential it is Ili dealîng
with both to assume the ri-lit stand-point, and to define
î>rccisely whiat wce maintain aud defcnd. And whiat ive rc-
(luire freint ourselves wve have a ri-lit te deinand froin the
enomy-cicar detinition. ;'cii who hate the trutiî, -%ye an
told )in the higlîcst auithority, Illove. .arkess." li our day
îuiany delîglht ii oandi it sheul nover bie forgetteit thtat
titis is far more dtll'îcult to ilhutninatc tian perfect dark-ness.
NL\othuig iore, iowever, is often noeded te expose tce iveakn-Iess
and folly of thcst lovers o! fo- titan to briug thtent to sharp) defi-
nitioii-ehhgc<, thei We spoak out ili plain terse E nglisi ivint
ticy arc iculiereutly ravîug abot; -nd tiey are sufficicntly
aîîswcrcd. Aîtd if titis is not cnoughi cause thi te pass out

fri ngtiolis te soincthiug positive, frein destruction to
corstrîîvticiî. Iustcad of perpetuiall3' teliug lis whiat tiey
do not anil cannot belicce let us lteair whliat they (Io ieve.
If Christ andi Clîristîaniity are to be roeetedà, ist ire ive te
]lave iiistvadl of tlicîîti 1 It is uisualiy îîeccssary aise te infornn
titese dasiiîîg erities Uîst thoe are a, hundreci religionîs foihes
wiiih ive are iniio way bouud or incincd te defcnd. We
(lu îîut lwaio ll d the curious crecds and argumcnts ad-
vaniced frontî the days of Christ te the dawn of 1883. Every
age .-ilutidd live mnd uîtove for itself and for posterity rathier
thai fur the jIa.. Wc Sltouid deal iwîth living Issues instea(i of
dutiîîg tupon autiquity. A en4îculent. inay ne miore be truc
because it is oli tlîan becauso it is ncw. The cr-ors o!
our aucesters are ito miorte wbe Spared tlian those of our
chijidreni. Andi it is ertaiily no part of -te Christian apolo-
gisCs wourk tÀi j tisttfy the inuperlecet conduct of Uld Testa-
nient or Neiw Testamientt saints. Thecir sins sitould be trcated.
as sis sud utterly inidefensible. Titis is God's nîethod. Thte
foUies of David and Solonton and Peter are no mtore sanc-
tioned by Muin titan the malice of Jozebel or thtc treaciîcry
of Judas Iscariot. And modemi frauds and simalis need look
for nu slîiter or protection froma thte truc (lofenhiors of the
faitit. Whcon carncst mcn of any school o! thouglit dcniand
the ovcrtlîrow of stately insincerities or liory superstitions
found in Cliturcli or Stite it is flot our business te prop tiem
nip. Let tieni faîl and perish forever by the liand o! the
destroyer.

1Nom is it the %vork of the apologist te deoed more abstmac-
tions-the îîîctaphysicai, subticties o! the sohools and of tho
îîuddie ages. Wlîst lie is mainly ealled te do is te iold
fortit the Chtrist of God, te maintain lits lonor and glory.
Let hitî take ]lis stand by the cross and tere hie is nîighty
aud tritnîphiant. Men miay quarrel wit tho Bitble as at
abstract revciation. Tlicy may apply toe ce-cy page, evory
cliapter and hune of it whiat thecy are pioascd. to eslIl "Hîgier
criticism," tltcy nîsy in the most critical and sceptical spixt,
invcstigato ail about theo engin and hustory of the several


