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%vhlicl thiey approachied H mii ? Tlie story of the sacrifices of
Cain and1 Abel is at least a puzzling oue, and( iniglît be consis-
tent with cithcer viw.Iid thiev conceivc of inii as a loving
fatiier or as a ]ust judge offly who resented the breaking of
I lis law. ainl stcrnlv exacted the thireateie(l penalty of dis-
obedience ? In the story of the faîl thiere is uudi(oubltedlly

grace as îvell as justice. But justice )rC(lolninates, and thiere
is a îvîde gal) IetwNeeni the protevauigel to the lirst niother of

aladthe full gospel of grace ini the iiuiiistrvoftevri

But aftcr ail reasouiable or possible (le(uction lias becu
miade fromn the coniplcteness of the mionothcismn attributcd to

the founlders of our race it is (jite evi(lent thiat we arc stili
a loitg wav froni the modern tlheory. Lt seeniis imîîcli more

coic. froin a pretty' ra(lical miodification of the thieory. Lt is

flot iniprobable thiat this wvill take place ini tlhe near future.

To begin withi, the tlieory ini its present forin is but ineagrcly
supported 1w facts. There is no evideuce at ail tliat mîani wvas

ever without a religion of sonie kiud. Tiiere have, of course,
ileel in(lividuals wlio wvere irreligions, ail too inali of tliemi.
ihere haebeen multitudes 0on wliom tlîeir religion exertC(I
little or nu, practical influience for ,Yoodl, and there hiave been a

few l)rofessed atlieists. But no peopule lias miever v'et been dlis-

cover'ed Nwithout religionis ideas and religions rites of sonie sort.

Apart froin the Ue of ju(laisin and its historic afiliates, Chiris-

tiaiiitv andl Mohiauîmiedaiiisiii, thiere is no clear case of a peo-

le rising fronii a loNwer forni of religion to a highier save
thiroilgh outside influence. Thiere have been nunuiierous cases

of degelleraicv fromîî, Ilh highier formls to the lower. If the
thecorv wvere truc, then we wouIld exl)ect to find thiat the wliole

mworld, hecathien as Nvell as Christian, uow stood religiously at a

point far ini advance of wliat it %vas two or four thousand 'ears

rigo. Ilt is liotoriotis that the verv reverse is the case .and

thiat. not onlv anion- savage tribes, but also 1111(er the coin-

pairatively hizh civilizations of Ilidia andl China. If Nve mîmax'


