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Unele Sam printed just a few postage
stamps during the ycar 1898. The numn-
ber of 2 -cent stamps issued duriingy theye-ar
was about 2,500,000,000. Such a nuin-
baru, obvioudly, iâ beyond the gra8p of
the human mind, but perh.ips the matter
niay be made more clear by putting it
otherwise.

An ordinary 12-cent, stamp i8 exactly one
illch long. From this fact, by a littie cal-
culation, it is easy to disceverthat the
nuniber of stamps oi this denomination is-
sued in 1lS48, placed enid to end, woiid& x
tend a distance considerably exceeding 39
000 miles. In other words, they would
inake a continuous strip of stamps, eaeh
one adorned with the head of the Father
of Ilis Count.ry, stretching in a beit more
thaa once and a hall around the equator*

0f couse, tho'igh the 12-oent etamps are
those principally used, there are others.
Enough Icent postage stamps have been is-
sued during the yeai 1898 te stretchfrom
New York City, by way of Europe & 4sia,
to Bombay, Iiidia, if similarly- arranged in
one strip. Ail other stamps, as te produc-
tion and sales, are of mainer importance,
comiparativly speaking,-but it is interesting
to know that alinost exactly one mile of $1
stainps were rnanufactured for the demand
of 1898. 0f $5 stamps the prody.çtion was
equivalent to, a littie more th&sn haif a fur-

long, or about one-fifth of a maile.
Nowe, if ail the postage stamps printed

by the United States Governujent in 1898
were plxced one on top of' each other, as
nearly es -fnight be without ptting them
under pressure, how high do yen suppose
the pile of themn %ould be? There is no
use guessîngi.; you would nevei get it nearly
right, uniJetas yen went to e r to calcula-
te it for yourself. The. 3,500,000,000
stamps of ail deno minations printed the
current year-the 'statement, of course, is
approxiniate-would tciwer te an elevation
of 21 miles. This is more than thriée tue,
heigrht of the hi7gèt meurntim ii *hi
world-Mount Everest, in tb Ylmalàyas.
If the s9ame num ber of sfai%* #'a* pled ùp
in the form of the ordirfàÈy skeet,ý of 10OJ
each, it fello-ws 'tht the staSk v*ould be
over a fif th of a mile high.

During the yeft-'1898 the numiber of
special-delivery* stamps sold was about 5,
250,000. lt is oùly réamenable te suppose
that the average journey of the special de-
livery messenger is half a inile. Indeed,
that is an absurd underestimate; but et it
go at that. On this assmption the dis-
tance traveled for. special deiusry ini 1898
waa. about 2,6250W milue -tThat is a very
coiàsiderable,,Bpace to traverte, as may be
realized when it is considered that a mes.
seuger boy, ia order te accomplish that
total distance, would have te, go about 11,
Mo0 timçs around the world, or 5 timea to
thle mnooin and hack.
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