TORONTO, FEBRUARY 25, 1899.

RAKIMO KINDLING FIRE.

Tte Cayadian Ghildren of (fe God

By J. Macdonald Oxley

To ald me in Dresenting the earliest
glimpses of the Eskimo, I am fortunate
{n having before me a manuscript pre-
pared by the late Robert Morrow, of

_ Halifax, Nova Scotia, an accomplished
student of tue literatures of Iceland and
Denmark.

That to the Norsemau, end not to the
Spaniards, rightfully belongs the credit of
first discovering Amerlca is now gettled,
and that when the Norsemen first
touched American soil they found the
Eskimo already in possession {s also cer
tain. Yet it was not these bold adven-
turers who gave this curious people the
nsme by which they are most generally
Knpown.

When Eric the Red salled across from
Iceland to Greenland (somewhere about
the year 985). he found many traces of
the Eskimo there; and when Thorvald,
some twenty years later, ventured as far
south as Vinland, identified as the pre-
sent Martha’s Vinevard (with which he
was s0 delighted that he exclalmed:
s Here {8 beautiful land, and here I wish
to riise my dwelling’’) ; the unexpected
discovery of three skin boats upon the
besch affected him and his foilowers
much as the imprint of a human foot did
Robinson Crusoe. They found more than
the boats, however; for each boat had
three men, all but one of whom were
caught and summarily’ despatched, for
reasons that the.saga discreetly forbears
to state.

RETRIBUTION,

No sooner had the invaders returned to
their ships than the natives attacked

them in great force, and altkough .the

Norsemen came out best in the fighting,
their leader, Thorvald, received a mortal
wound. After the lapse of two years,
one Thorfilnn Karlsefne, fired by what he
_hesrd of the wonderful discoveries made
by-the bardy sons of Erlc the Red, fitted
out an imposing expediticn, his boats
carrying one hunired and sixty men, be-
side women, cattle, etc., and set sall for
Vinland. He reached his destination

in safety. and, remaining there for some
time. improved upon his predecessor’s
method of treating the patives. Instead

« exceeding five feet.

of aimlessly killing them, he
cheerfully cheated them, getting
Ii-ro packs of furs in exchange
for bits ot red cloth.

After two years of prosperous
trading, tho relations between
the Norsemep and the natives ta
came strained, and they were
vanquished by sheer force of
numbers, and dcemed it prudent
to make oft withont standing
upon the order of thelr golng.

With the departure of the
Norsemen,

THR CURTAIN OF OBSCURITY

falls upon the Eskimo, and is not
litted agaln until we find them,
not luxurlating amid the vine-
entangled forests of Vinland, but
scattered far and wide over the
hideous desolation of the hatrd
north, and engaged in a ceaseless
struggle with hunger and cold.
Just when they thus moved
northward, and why, does not
appear. If their innate and in-
tense hatred of the Red Indian
be of any service as a clue, it is,
however, within the bounds of
reason to believe that they were
driven from thelr comfortable
quarters by thelr more active
and warlike fellow-aborigines,
and glven no rest until thoy
found it amidst the jcebergs and
glacters of Labrador and Hud-
son's Bay, where they may now be met
with {n. bands numbering from a dozen
to a hundred or more. Throughout the
whole of this Arctic reglon they fear-
lessly range in search of food.

The Eskimo are, in fact, the only in-
habitants of

A VAST TERRRITORY

which includes the shores of Arctic Am-
erica, the whole of Greenland, and a
tract about four hundred miles long on
the Asiatic coast beyond DBebhring’s
Straits, thus extending over a distance
of from flve thousand mtiles east to west,
and three thousand two hundred miles
from north to south. Notwithstanding
this wide distribution, there is a remark-
ablo uniformity, not only in the physical
features of the Eskimo, but aiso in their
manners, craditions, and- language.

THE MORAVIAN MISSIONARIES,

who, with an herofc zeal that only those
familiar with their lot can adequately ap-
preciate, have d. nted themsélves to “the
cure of souls” among the Eskimo.
There are six of these Moravian missions
scattered along the eastern coast of
Labrador. Nain, tho chief one, was es-
tablished as far back as 1771, Okkak in
1776, Hopedale in 1782, apA tiehron, Zoar,
and Ramah more recently.

The bestowal vl ~o attvaciive Biblical
names helps ve.y little, howeser, to miti-
gate the unfavouruhle Smwression pro-
gduced by the forbidding surroundings ot
these tiny oases almost lost In a seem-
ingly illimitable desert.

TOE ESKIMO

are, as a rule, small of steture, not much
Those upon the
western shore, however, are taller and
more robust; they are quite strongly
built, with halr and beard swzepinz
down over thelr shoulders and chest.
When the good seed sown by the patient
misslonary finds lodgment in a Huysky's
heart, he usually signalizes hig adoption
of Cbristianity by indulging {n a clean
shave, or at least by cutting hia beard
short with a pair of sclssors.

They all have small, soft hands, broad
shoulders, blg,
flat faces, large,

round  heads,
and short,
stubby  noses.

and very gener-
oi; mouths,
whirh, being
nearly always
on the broad
grin. make free
djsplay of fine
Jrows_of wharp,
white teeth.

-. ‘A‘ APT m _-tlmc.

.bim a paull .out

when  the sun's
burning rmays are
reflected from glis.
tening banks of
anow, they bocome
a'most as black In
the face as negroes
but pew-hern babes
may be seen as fair
as any Canadian
intant. Thoelr cyes

are small ard
slmost uniforinly
black, and peen

brightly out at you
from beneath a
perfect forest of
brow and lash,
Thelr hair {3 biack,
also, and very thick
and coarse.

TURIR OBRDINARY FuuD

i{s the flesh of the
geal, with its at-
tendant  blubber,
and the fish that
abounds along the
ghores. They are
not particular

- whether thelr din-

per I8 cooked or pot. ‘They are also
very partial to tallow, soap, fish ofl, and
such things, which they look upon as
great delicacles—a big tallow candle be-
{ng rather more of a treat to an Eskimo
youngster than a stick of candy to a
civilized small boy.

TOE 8EA

is, In fact, everything to the Eskimo.
\What the buffalo was to the American
Indfan, what the reindeer .3 to the Euro-
pean Laplander, all that, and still more,
is the seal to these Children of the Cold.
Upon its meat and biubber they feed.
With {ts fur they are clothed. By ita
oll they are warmed and lighted.
Stretched upon appropriate trame-work,
{ta ekin makes them scawxo:thy boats and
weather-proot tents; while, unkindest use
of all. with the bladder they float the
fatal harpoon that wrought its own un-
doing.
There 13 not much room for

FASHION'S IMPERIOUS BWAY

in Labrador. Seaiskin from scalp (o toe
{s the Invariable rule, and there would
be no smal! difficulty in distinguishing
between the gexes if the women did not
indulge in a certalp amoun! of ornamen-
tation upon thelr garments. Still an-
other distingulshing mark., permissible,
however, only to those whu have at-
tained the dignity of motberhood, is the
‘“amook,” a capaciots hood hung be-
tween the shoulders, which forms tho
safest and snuggest of all carrying-places
for the bables.

Lieutenant Gordon bears this testimony
as to the moral status of the Eskimo at
Hudson’s Bay : “One word may he sald
fn regard to their honesty. Although
scraps of Iron and wood possess a value
to them which we can hardly appreciate,
they would take mnotuing without first
asking lcave. Not even & chip or breken
nail was taken without thelr first coming
for permission to tte officer who was on
qduty.”

No doubt the fact that practical

LIQUOR PROUIRITION

prevalls has something to do
this commend-
able showing.
‘The law. alded
and abetted by
the vigilant
m 188 jonaries,
shuts out every-
thing stronger
than lime julce.
and the path of
the Eskimo {s
free from the
most seductive
and destructive
of sall tempta-
tions, except
when some un-
principled
whaler offers.

with

of b fask. ..

- -
N
Pt

ey

NIPPED IX T3R ICH

The docttine that cleanliness is next to
godlinees finds few adherents in Eskimo
land. The rule seems to be to eschew
washing throughout the year, and -many
a mighty hunter goes through life iano-
cent of & bath, unless, indced, he should
happen ‘0 be tumbled out of his “kayak'
by someo frate walrus.

TNZIR INTELLIGENOR

in considerable. In sor.e instances they
display not only & taste but a talent for
musle, chert-making, and drawing. One
case Is mentioned where & mere lad
drew an excellert outline of the coast for
over a hundred miles, indicating its
many irregularities with astonishing ac-
curacy. ‘They are capital mimizs, and
are apt at learning the songs and dances
of thelr white visitors. But they are
poor men of business. They generally
leave to the purchaser the fixing of the
price of apything they have to sell.

Steallng and lying weres unknown
among them until these * black arts”
were Introduced by the whitea ax pro-
ducts of ctivilization, and unhapplly. the
natives are proving apt pupils. They
are also somewhat given to gambiling.
Although by no means without courage,
they seldom quarre! and ncever go to war
with one another.

The future destiny of this lateresting
race may be readlly forecast. Ali over
the vyast region he {nhablts are algns
showing that his numbvers were far
greater once than they are at present.
The insatiable gree! of hiz white brothers
j= renderiug his existenco increasingly
dificult.  The seal and the walrus ard
ever being driven farther 2orth, and that
meang a sterner and shorter struggle for
life. As the Indlan wil] not long survive
the buffalo, so the Eskimo wlili not long
survive tho seal. ‘There are, perhape,
fiftcen thousand of them now scattered
far and wide over the tremeéndous gpaces
between Lalrador and Alaska. Each

year thelr numbers are growing less, and
ere long the last remnant of the racte
will have vanished, and the great lotie
North will retutn to the state of ap-
palling solitude and silence that only the
Canadian Children of the Cold had the
fortitude to alleviate by their presenco.




