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Next tiuere is thîe lindrance tlicy inter-
pose te re-union with Our sp~ae
brethiren, -Who niiay well ssy to us, "I>luy-
sician, hieal thyself," whclin we tippeal to
tlîeir conscience in behialf of the uniby
ivlîiclh is cert.tinly after the nind of
Christ.

Thon, tiiere is the injury doue te the
general cause of religion, -%vichl is di-Xscre-
cit'd( lîen religîous mon iii the saine
Chiurhu are scen bitterly assailing oue an-
otluer's roligrieus priuuciples, one aunothcr's
hionesty and loyalty te the Cluurcli and
the -lrutii, andci vlen a general spirit of

distrust and SU5I)iCiJlI prevails.

Stilil nmore depiorable is the alienation
-if the people froni thecir pastors. Wlmere
,." spirit of party lirevails, anly one, no

natter hiow insignificaut and uniworthiy,
cai arouse suspicion and cistrust. It is
encugli to give the spiritual pastor an
obuloxious namie, and biis influence is

spoiled. Whiat words can express the
'blessing wvhich a truc paster is to bis
fioul- when biis efforts te draw thon daily
cdoser te GoCd in watcif ulnless aýnd prayer

are miet by affeetionate rcsdincss on their
part te avail thounselves cf bis hielp and

counsel ini the dii iculties of their religions
life. But liow grievously iu huidreds of

or parishies are ail the pastor's labors
niarrcd by the invasion of puirty spirit!
If proof be ivanted, you have but te glaLuce
througlu the lives of Uie niost saintly men

wheoni God lias given te or Churclu in
this century and rcad hlow thieir le iing
labors werc- Ilindered and thwarted by
thie spirit oi party.

Most of ail do I deplore thc inij ury donc
by party spirit to persolial religion, net
only in those «%lîo yield thnselves te iLs
inffiuence, but iu the Chiuch in ge'ieral.
The prevalenu cf party spiri t viulgarizes

tuie religleuui tomper, lowers its toule,
retards its hlealthy growth. Personsi reli-
gion rmis low wheni p)arty spirit prevails.
How opposed in every feature are the

two portraits drawyn by our Lord in thlE

l3eatitudes and by!3t. IPaulinhis More Ex-
cellent Way to the odieus trimper .111(
cliaracter which paî'ty spirit tends to fori,
-whien the eye of the seul i% turiied fromn
its inwari1 watch over the hcart, and
loyalty to party tak-es thie place of genuino
devotion to God!

5. It is of suchl divisions as thlese that
St. Paul is treatingy in the section of ]lis
Epistle froni ý,vhich m-y text is tak-en.

His words app]yremiarkably, I flinik, to
the religcus condition of the Anglicanl
Churcli everywvlere throughiout the ivorld
and certainly to orv own portion of it
here ini Canada. Thiere were iii the
Romian Church, tîjen, divisions upon
questions of religious principle and duty
as thiere are in the Anglican Ohiurchi now.
There were twc p)arties as strictly definied
as the parties whieh occupy s0 proninent
a, place in or Chiurcli to-day, parties
evidently separaLted by very unarkc-d Iiie.-
and ahienated by v'cry bitter feelings, eaelî
party finidiing it difficuit even to ackunowl-
cdg«e the otiier as fellow-Chiristianis.
The Apostle devotes a large section of
bis lEpistie to recouciling thiese «ilientcde(
brethiren, and iiotingl. could be more

heautiful thanl th) hlealing ivisdoin and
'--nderness with wvhic.h lie draws then- to-
gether in mutual forbearanre and love.

And hiow docs lie proceed? First, lie
does not deny tlhe importance of the re-
ligious principle at issue, nor docs lie con-
ceai his own view as to w'iluc was in the
righit, but lie reminds t7ieun that there

was soinething, whlîi both 1usdl lost sighit
of, Il,,e and more important than that
question. First there. wau the great prili-
ciple of Christian Liberty-liberty of
thouglit aîxd libe.rty of expressing thiab
theugit-libertv as orte of our greatest
divines bas expressed it iii a nenior-
able trcatise-Liberty of Propluesying-.
And, next, tiiere ivas soinetluing, higluer
andé more sacrcd tian eveti that-thio
sacredness of Conscicu.ce and the abselute
obedÇence 'which it rightfully clainis.


