The Ilcrring Fisherman of the Bay of
Fundy.

We must commend to the kindly regards of
the reader a most singular betg—the herrning
ishcrman of this Bay. Few that see lnm.—
He 1s neither so moral, <o wtelligent, so wil-
Ing 10 pay his debts, or so temperate or indus-
inous as he might be ;—still heis an unproved
and improving man. Bred to the use of boats
from his carliest youth, he displays astomshing
<kill in their management, and great boldness
in his adventures. He will cross in the storm-
st weather from island toisland, and go from
passage to passage, through frightful whirls of
tdes, which suddenly meet with a loud roar ;*
and he will drive headlong, as it were, upon
rocks and bars, merely to show how easily he
can shun them, or how rapidly ne can “go
about.”’ e 1s neither a landsman nor a sca-
man, a soldier nor a marine, but you would
tmnk by his talk, that he couid appear to ad-
vantage in cither of these characters. e is
nuther 2 merchant nor a mechanic, and yet he
can buy and scll, mend and make as expertly
25 cither.

In the heahing art he is wisc above ali others;
and fancies that he possesses a sovereign spe-
afic for every attment which all the world be-
€des considers as incurable.  Heholds nautic-
al instruments in high derision; for the state
¢f the moon, and the weather prediction of the
aslmanac, the peculiar sound of the sea when it
moans, and the particular size ot shape of a
“cat's paw,” or ‘ ghn™ in the sky, lead him to
far surer vesults.  He will undertake nothing
zpon a Friday, and can prove by a hunéred
smeidents how infallible are the signs and omens
wiuch he believes in.  He thinks to die in his
bed, truc it 1, that he has been overset, that
h:s boat has sunk under him, and thata vesscl
kas run over him; but he is still alive and why
should hie suppose that he can be drowned ?
H:s © fish storics” arc withoutend.  In poliies
as goes for the largest liberty. e has never
sard of casements or prescriptions, but he oc-
capics, at will, both beach and upland, without
any claim 10 the right of cither, and will brow-
beat the actual proprictor whao has the temernity
12 remind him of thest relative positions.—
Azunst speculators he wages perpetual war;
way should we not 7 since itis they who put

#The ordinary risc and fall of the tide 1s
tweaty two feet.” The rapidity with which at
rushes by the ponts of land, and through the
narrow straits between the islands, creates
Cangerous cross tdcs, cddies and whulpools.
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up the price of flut-hooped, fine, middlings
flour, and put down the price of fish and ol ¢

And who shall do yustce 10 h.s dress, and to
his professionul gear? The garments which
cover hus upper and nether man he calls his
ile sule. The queer shaped thing worn upon
his crown 1s a sou-wesicr, or, if the humour
takes him, a north-caster. 1le wears neither
mittens nor gloves, but has a substitute which
he has named nippers. When he 1alis about
brusk, he means to speak of the matied and
tangled mass which grows npon his head, or
the long red hair under his clun, wiich serves
the purposc of a neck-cloth, or of that in front
of his ears, which renders lnm impervious to a
dun. Iis bootsarestampers. Lestheshould
lose the moveables about lus person, he has
them fastened to his pocket by lanniarks.—
One of his knives is a cul-throat, and znother
is a splitler.  His apron of leather er canvass
15 berrel.  The compartment nto which he
throws his fish as he catches them is a kid.—
The state of the moon favorable for  driving”
he calls darks. The bent up iron hoop which
he uses to carry his burmag torchis adragon.
The small net with an iron bow and wooden
handle is a dip-nel, because 2t 1s with that he
dips out of the water the fish which Ius hight
draws to the surface.

His set nel is differently Aung, and wuch
larger; it has leads on its lower edge, to sk
itits width in the water, <and cdrks upon s
upper cdge, at regular intervals, to buoy 1t up,
and preserve it nearly in a perpendicular direc-
ton so that the hernings may strihe it and be-
come enizngled in its meshes. Nor docs Ins
dialect end here.  Chebaceo boats and small
schooncrs are known 1o hun as pinkics, hog-
gies and jiggers. He kuows but hitle about
the hours of the day or the mght; every thing
with him is reckoned by the ude. Thus of
vou ask hun what time he was marricd, he
will answer, ¥ 0n the voung flood last mgiat;”
and he will tcll you that he saw a certain man
this mormng about “low water slack ;7 or; as
the: case may be, “just at half flood,” “as the
tide turncd, ' or, ¥ at two hours to low water.”
If he have fish to scll, and 13 questioned as o
their size, he will reply that they are “twa
quintle” fish, by which ke means thatffty will
wagh onc hundred and twelve pounds. 17 hs
speaks of the tength of line requited on the duf-
ferent fish-grounds, ke says that fiea e¥als are
used on the banks and i the Bay of Fundy,
and but 2alf a shot at the Labrador; by a shel
he means tnrly fahoms or the length of an
ordmary Lue. e s kind and hospitable m



