
THE EDITOR.'S SITANTY.

that the enormous rock, that was suspeuded
and huttressed up by the columu, might have
fallen dovu, and thus bar up ail passage
through the hole va lied so rashly made. RIad
such a misfortune happenied to us what a
horrible situation va should have beau iu! We
could hope for no help front without, èveu from
our frieud Genu, vho, as ve lied vituessed, had
been se upsat by fear ; Bo that, rather than
suifer the angnish and die the death of the
wretch buried aliva in a sapulchre, eur
poignards must have been our laut resource.

Ail these reflactious, which vae analysad
and commentad upon, one by one, made us re-
solve uponreturuing, and laaving toothers, more
imprudeut thau ourselves, if auy there be, the
cara of exploring the spece v a le stili to
travel over. We seon got over the greund that
separatad us from the placeave hadmost to dread.
Providence had favourad and protected us-
the large fragment of rock, that ohjcct of ail Our,
fears, vas still propped up. Ona after the other
did ve squeeze ourselves througli tha uarrov
opeuing, evoiding as mucli as possible the least
friction, till at laut va lied ail passed through.
Joyous vara va ou seeîng ourselves out of
danger after se perilous an enterprisa, and we
vara ali'eady bagiuing te direct oui, staps te-
yards the outiet of the caveru, vheu suddeuly
a bollow, prolonged noise, aud babyw our feet
a rapid trernbling excited ouce more ail oui,
fears. Bu t those fears vas soou calmad by
our Indian, who came ruuirig tovards us at
full speed, breudishing lu his hand bis pick-axe.
The imprudeut fallow, iuiwilling te sacrifice it,

e lid waitefi till va vers soe paces distant, and
thon pulliug- it te, hlm Most forcibly, 'while al
the vhile ha tookt good care te keap, quickly
moving avay, vhaa thauka te Providence, or te
his owu nimblcuess, lie was uot cruslied te
t toms by the fragment of the rock, vhich,

aing ne longer butrcssed np by the colimn that
had beau shakan, fell te the ground, cempletely
stopping up the issue through which va had
passed eue after the otlar : sO that uo deubt
ne oe, after us, will la able te penetrate jute
the beautiful part of that grotte vhicb va had
just pesssd threugh se, fortuuately. After this
last apisode va ne longer hesitated ini returulug,
aud it vas vith the greateat deliglit that va
beheld once more the great luriar of the
venld, and feund oui, friand Genu sittlug upon
a block of merble, reflectiag upûn our long ab-
sence, and, et the saie finie, eur uuqualified
temerity.

MAjou.-I sea the book contains pictorial il-
lustrations.

DocvoxL.-It doas, and tbey are vail sxecutad,
ýawd apparently characteristic. Altoeather a
better bargain for five shillings uever vas of-
fered te theaI "reading millieu" by Harper B3ro-
thers.

Lara.-Is there onytbing néw iu the peetical
lina ? It's une vsrsh wark speaking continu-
ally aboot prose, prose, prose

MÂJoR.-Riglit glad am 1 that yen hava bean
the mens ef reminding me of a work which I
vish muais te behold a velcome in:mate of the
Shauty.

LAraDi. -Wha's the author? What's flic

uame e' bis buik?
MÂo.-Iu answer te your first question, I

raspond, Gerald Massay. His volume is intitiad,
The Bclcd of BaON Christabel, and other Lyrical
Poems.

DOCTOR.-Txough I flatter mysaîf that 1 keep
pratty veil up witb the literature of eux aga,
the uame of Massey falleth strangely upon mine
ear.

LÂiRD.-I neyer heard tell o' the chiaI befors.
MMjou.-Not mauy days hava alapsad ainle I

first mat vith tise little lyrical duodecimo vhich
I bold lu my bauds, aud up te thet epoch I
likevisa vas ignorant of the existence of a new
aud a truc peet.

LÂiRD.-Iudeed, man, let's hae a prea o' the
lad! But first and foremost, viattre bisaste-
cedents ?

Majoa.-Gerald Massey, vho bas juat at-
tained bis tveuty-sixth year, le the sou of an
Englisis canal boatman. A large per-cuitage
of bis existence hau been spent lu teil and grind-
ing poverty.' Hlear hoy bittenly ha alludes te
bis cold and senloes early days:

1,HIavinghad te Barn my evu dearlyveunbraad,",
hae says, Ilby the eterual cheapaniug of flash and
and blood thus early, 1 neyer knew.ybat child-
hood rasant. I had ne chuldhood. -Ever si-nce
I can ramember, I have had the achiug fear of
vant throbbiug lu heart and brow. The car-
rents of my life vere early peisoned, and fev,
mathinks, vould pass unscathed tbrough the
scone and circumstances lu vbich I have lived,
noue, if tbay vere as curious ând precocieus as
I vas. The child cres inite the venld, like a
uev coin upen upon it; andin like manaser as
the Jevs oiveat devis sovareigns, by hustling
thora lu a bag te get; gold-dust eut of thoa, se
is the peor man's child bustled and aveatsd demi
in this bag 0f society te get wealth eut of it;
and aveu as the impress of the Quean is effaced
by the Jevish procass, se la the image of Qed
en froma heartond brov, and day by da7 the

child recades devilward. I look back nov yith
vondar, net that 80 few escape, but that any
escape at ail, te vin a noblar growtb te their
bumanlty. Se bflghting are the influences
vbich surround thousanda lu e-arly life, te which
1 cau bear such bitter testsnsony."1

LAiit.-Waesodk! woaeock 1 Polk speak
o' the pleasures o' mnemery, but I doulit few aie
pleaeures eau fa' te> the sae o' puir Gerald 1

MÂkjoR.-At thc aga of fifteen the stripling
came te London, visere ha proeured employaient


