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he student of the eighteenthl century can
go, for a truthful, if ane-sided, delineation
to Defoe, Fielding, Sniollet, Richardson,
and MNadame d'Arblay, just as lie who
wishies a picture of Russian 111e at the
presenit day goes to Torgueneîf ýand
Toistoi, but, for any period before the
eighitecnth century, ior %vaiît of real novel
litern.tLre, we miust hiave recourse ta
historical fiction if we wishi ta get behiind
the scenes, corne ini direct contact with
the men and wvomen of the timie, and un-
derstand then somiewhlat as we understand
those of our own tinie. 1-istorical fiction
has, therefore, a large and important field
to itself, a field w'hichi it is flot possible
should be occupied by any other branch,
of literature. lIs work is hardly inferior
in value, if well done, ta that of genuinie
history ; for it affords thiat insighit inta
the human mmnd, that acquaintance with
the spirit af the age, wvthout which the
rnost minute knoNvledgye is only a bundie
of dry and ineaningless facts.

The death occurred recentlv of Williai
B3ernard "M\cCabe, at l)onnvýbraok, near
Dublin. He %vas one of the'oldest jour-
nalisis in the kingdoni. He was born in
the Irish capital in November, i Soi, and
wrate for tlie press as cai ]y as 1824. H-o
was probably the last suirvivor of' those
who took part in reparting tuie speeches
ivhich D)aniel O'Connell delivered befure
bis entering parliamient on bis election for
Clare, a year before Catholic ]Emiiancil a-
tian ivas carried. Since 1851, he has
contributed a nurnher af valuable historical
papers ta the Dub~lin Iic'wand the
iEnglish periodicals. But his name w~ill
be longest remenîbered in cannection
with his historical novel, Iehaz
Romance a)f tuie DarK. kres, and T/ze
Cathiolic fis'oy of .Enghznd, which lie
broughitdown ta the end of the Angla-
Saxon îeriod.

A recent issue af the Boston Hée-a/d
cantained an article an the acquisition of
a language, froni which 1 quote the fallaw-
ing sensible reînarks; "Some students
begin a language for the nRîere love af
krxowing foreign tangues; others acquire
languages either for professional purposes
or with the aimn af gaining access ta, ioreigrî
literatures.

But whathever be the motive, it is Weil
ta set out with saie knowledge of the

science af language-some insight into,
the relations of languages ta one anather
-saine grasp af the theories af modern

scholars about the origin and develop-
ment af speech.

To learn language without knowîng
anything af the science of language is like
acqouiring the ait of piîtting Ul) electrir
fixturcs %vithout aiîy knowledge af the
jiriiicipls af electrical science.

To appraachf a language, an the other
hand, froun the standpoint of universal
principles is ta niake the study af it easier
and j)ragress in any particular tangue
muchi more rapid.

13y knawing, for exaniple, thle lawvs of
conscrnantal interchange we miay aiten dis-
cover the meanings af words without being
obliged ta refer for themn ta the dictionary.
In this way every new languiag,,e learned
miakes mare easy the acquiremient ai other
tangues of the saine or af allied stocks."

In a description ai ZYze BoW-zezy written
by;'.MmI. julian R:xlph for the Christnîas
nuîîîber af tlîe Centuy theme appears an
al)surd lile ancdote ai Thlackeray. 'l'ie
great novelist, Who -vas visiting New Yark,
desired ta go ta Houston street. He wvas
flot certain if lie Nivas righit in pursuing the
dircction lie liid taken, sa lie stepped uI)
ta a "'-1owery bay " and said " Sir, can I
(go ta H-oston Street this way ? >'"Yes,

1 gae.ss ver kmn, sanny," said the boy, Ilif
yer ljehave ycr.sclf." Thlackeray, we Mnay
be sure, siîîiled bis awn peculiarsinile and
pursued bis jaurney.

Mmf. J. C. Bailey cantributed a deliglit-
lui iîaper on Co7zpe?'s Lettee-s ta a Tecent
numiber ai Nlacmiillati's Magazine. 0f aur
epistolary literature and especially of the
contribution nmade thereto by the bard af
Thle Task, the autlior says: English litera-
ture is fairly xich in gaod letters, and ini the
very front rank ai the best camne the let-
ters af the recluse, whlo, miaght naturally
be suipaosed ta have notliing ta write
about, tie quiet, retiring, half-Metlîodist
poet, Williami Cowvper. They are Written
in tlienîast beautifully easy English, anrd
he steers lus way with unfailing instinct
between the opposite dangers af pompous-
îîess and vulgarity, whichi are the Scylla
and Charybdis of the letter-writer. Tlîey
are flot set campositions, but lie neyer for-
gets that hie is writing, flot talking ; they
contain long discussions, yet lie doos nut
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