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star in bis voyage throughi life, hie is con-
tinually tossedi about on the dark sea of
uncertainty, forever struggling against the
stornms of this world, and without a rav of
hope that hie will ever succeed in steering
bis bark to a biaven of rest.

Such a fate bas fallen to the lot of many
and even to sonie whio were men of un-
doubted ability and genius. Goldsmitb of
'vbor Johnson wrote 1'Nd AMIjuod /et«~it,
non) oTiar'it " was always in trouble and
anxicty, froru the fact of bis having no fix-
ed object in 11kf. Hie seenicd ta bave no
idea of what calting bie sbould follow.
He began the study of five or six différent
professions, and whien, after great toss of
tine and moncy lie hiad one alinost tnastcr-
ed, hie would throw it aside, and try some-
thing else.- Naturecems tolbave intended
hîm for an author ; but it %vas just by
chance that bie took to wvriting at ail, as bie
would have done anything eIsc nt the
sanie tinie that wotîld kcep) hini froin,
siarving. He was indeed a striking ex-
ample of mnis-directed ability.

But even 2fiEr one bas chosen a calling'and bas turned bis lhoughîs towards
the attaijument of somlc object, lie ili
surely fait, unlcss lie lposss that niost
necessary quality-deterinination-which
may be regarded as the sine qua non of
success in life. Good intentions are bighly
cornuendable, but it lias been 'veil said
that bell is paved with such. Anyone may
say within hiniself tbat hie will try to reach
such a bieight in the world ; but it is flot
everyone wbo bas the resolution to follow
ulp that intention in the face of difficulties
whîcb place vears of patient toit between
hini and tie object lie seeks to attain.
Vet, ivithout this qualiuy, it is useless for
us *$0 atemplt, anythin- of importance, even
tliougli wc are possessed of great ability
If ive -lance at the pages of history, we
ivill find that nearly aIl those illustrious
nlien, wbose naines hanve been liznded
down to posterity, bave attained -rcauness
by constancy and perseverance, ratlier thin
by .Iieir genius, howevcr great il nxuy have
bw.ten.

P>eter the Great, îvbo trinsfornicd sonie
bordes of semni-barbarians into a iiiighty
and, compara tively speaking, cducated
people, and who rendercd formidable on
sea and land a nation whichi at bis accession
was scarccly lcscrving the nanie of sncb,
succecded nicer~ly by bis untiring zeal in the
pursuit of the objcu of lus ambition.

Though ignominiouisly defeated several
tinies by bis formidable rival, Charles
XII., lie neyer faltered, but went to
wvork again ivith renewed vigour, until
hie succeoded in dealing a fatal blowr
to the power of that migbuy, conqueror
on the mniorable field of Pultowa. The
object which bie always kept ini view was
ta establiAlî a fleet and fortified ports;
and tboughi be bad to contend with
innumerable difficulties, bie bad at length
the pleasure of seeing bis country in a
flourisbing condition and bis ships sailing
securely over the Black Sea as wctI as the
Battie.

In the case of autbors and orators, wve
find tbe sanie generat ruIe bolds truc,
that those wbo met with the greatest
suc-ess were. the nmen who looked forwaird
to the attainmcnt of some bigh degree of
excellence, and then set to wvork, and
neyer ceased until they had reached tbe
goal, of p)erfection wliich tbey souffli.
Sucb was Dean Swift, who in order to en-
able biisclf to beconie a successful wvriter,
studied eigbt lîours a day for tbe space of
seven years Sucb was l)emosthencs,
wbo by the loncîy sea-shore, before an
assemblage of angry, bowlîing bilîows,
acquircd that sublime power of language
which bas nîoved the hearts of aIl the
civilizcd nations of the eart.h. These mien
neyer g.ave uj> in despair at the sight of
tbe toit and hardsbips wbich lay before
tbeni; but nobly ovcrlooking aIl dificul-
tics, were buyoed utp by the hope of the
glory wbich they saw awaitinir theni L'e-
yond.

No one, then, wbo possesC5 a fair stiare
,f abil.ity, should desî>air of one day

occupying an honourable position aniong
his fellow-men. Our ainm should be direct-
cd as high as possible, so ibat in case ire
fait in attaining the objcct wbich ire
dcsire, we nîay be sure of sonethin
cquaîly good, or nearly so. Let us îlot
be satisfied with sonie c.isily-gained, uniini-
portant positiion in vhicb ire will bave to
plod aIl our days ivithout hope of rising.
lettcr to toit haîf onc's lifc-tinie, anîd tlien

spcnd the rcmaining haîf in honour and
comifort.

Lc ts ibien bc iii -indi toing
NviîIî -. heairi for any flic;

Still achîkving, btiIl Iprs1ing~.
Lcarn to lalour and tou.
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