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l'ope of soeicty lies ini building it on a foundfation that is contrary to every hw,%
of lîunan nature. So likccwise is this facuilty darkzness, i'heu inidividi-als tire it
to find excuses for idleness, resticssness and disdain for thc ordinary obligations
of life.

\Vhien mn like 'Mr*. Gladstone and '.\r. 13alfour, thoughi im iricrsed in politi.
cal aflhirs, devote their traiucd intellects to the eaise of religion, wve ail seeml to
fuel the 1iglit of thicir thiotight. Buat, on thc other lîand. twleini we note ivritcrs of
a differcnt type, wvell readl, ever brilliant, settiizîg, forth, doctrines wlîich iiiflr-
minle inan's trust in God and in faith, who are the vpry torquemiadas of infidclity,
WC ,Io nct impugn their motives, bult ive sec how !trong reasoffing powers aîay
propa;2atc darkuess.

MIl-CCÇEITIONI OF PFL rION.-But again, the lighlt ivithin lis is dlarkiness
wlhen religion is misconcevved and miisrepresenited. 'We are to remierther that
religion is a, larger teria than Christianity. Nicodemus was religions, as %vas the
devout centurion, bLefcre they 1,ccaumc Chrithus.. 1ïo v.c hav'e no righit to say
thlat loanednBuddhists and nuiltitudes of revereat rationalists are not
religions. 0f cour.se ivc hold that; the follower of Jesus is pre-eiiiiieitly so.
lomcver kindled, whv]eth1er by the working of a neccssary Ilv of our heing, or by
tradition and early edctoa lighit spriingz up iii tIse soul tîtat pinhts to God,
to the duty of 'vorship ani to the possibility of e. futuire life. This liglit lins
been inecaseid by refecetion, as in castern lands, and lsy revelation and reflection,
as iii the %vest. MLorcover, it ouglht still t-) growv thirougls, expericace and study.
Piut, alas ! it nîay be perverted, it snay be isitpp--ciec and risapplied.
When such is thre case it beconies darlincss, and the mocre there is of it tire greater
the darkness. To ilîhîstrate:- Wu arc speciallv iiiturcestedl to.-day in the attitude
of \Nloh)aiiniedaiiisiii towards Christiauity. Frein tIhe beginning that creed lias
soucht the extermination of our faith aud lias never restrainced its barbarous
cruelties. Now the streets of Constasstinc-ple ran redl with blood. A Turk
stands %vitlî a drippînig.spear over a nusirdL-rc-dl iwosua.n. The world looks on anit
exelainis, «"Trat is religion ! 1o prefer noue of it." I answer, ye.--, but the
liglit has becoînie drerkness. So, t'o, wvith th;e exception of a few Protdstants;
hereî-and there, tihe church slands zal.of, macre afraid to (Io sohinlug inîpolitie
than to be guilty of inhlulaan apathy, anîd the grcat mnass of unbelie'-ers exclaii,
"andl this is religion 1"It is -inotho-lir caste of the travellcr falc n og tievcs

The Lcvite ani tIse lriest, Staite and Cîîurch, pars that; way and no good
Saîn-aritan lias yetl .iisedzanci poured in cil and ivine This sad tragedly docs
not prove the iînreality of reUigion, only the conivereicîr of' its light into dartkniescs.

And how great is tihe darkness? Who cal, estiniate it? Ouîr Lord ises a
forni nf speech tlîat at once suegLcst:i susperlattiveticcs, incoîaparahkIness, cxces-.ive-
ness. It is as thoîîghi Ile zaid Iit is greater than nny other kii'd of dar-kncss and
more inîpregriable. Wlien mn have ncvcr luarned and arc seeking the d1,1y,
tîrougîr their -tate is sacl, it is Itopeful. The-y are iii a fair .vzy to a botter con-
dition. 1'ut whea ssmen are wronz, belleviîg tlhesuriclves righit, irratioual, believ-
ing tlheinscivea rational, wise iwheu unwise, and thiinlin g thcmselves truly
religionis, wvhen they are falsel-y religions, the difliculty (-f saving theni is
immnense. It is barder te overccme rniseileation thanl 1-. edîxczttit-li, andù mlore
difflenît to ccuitcract tIre errors of religio.n tîîan to overcomie theo et is of
no religion. WVireîx dogni- tis, vIen valit 'y, pride and self-confidence are
allied on b)ehaitf of a pcsition, it bcccties next to impossible to storni it, and
capture it by assanit. Tiiese are entrencliments not readily takien. Considler
hiow% traditions, habit, associatiens, intelictual pride and love 0f -o»sitcnlcy
kecp yoil froni chaniging grouud. and thon thinî< if you are ini darkness llc,wv
great, lîow hopeless, Iîow isnpre.gnablc that darkness mnust be.

TUE COLÎ.ATIoN.-WIlen are students so hnppy as when they are
seated before a table loaded-not witli books ? This fact was dernon-
strated at the annual collation hield on Wýcdniesday afternloon.

ShlortlY ZIfter 4. o'ClocIk 1carly 300 guests, including rnany ladies,
sat down to an claborate repast, which hand beeii Prepared for the
occasion. The tables, which w~ere arranged in six rows, with a long
hecad table, were t.-stefully dccorated with flowers and ornaniental dishes.


