
TWO PURSEý COMPAN IONS.

account for. I enjoyed strolling about,
but was beginning to think of a train
back to Boston, when a turîî of the road,
a quarter of a mile front the mili, 'brought
mie face to face with a Young girl who
was approaching slowly with a book iii
lier liaut(], which site read as site waîked.

Site was not a beautiful girl, and îîot
at ail what is understooéd by a "br)tillianit"
girl; yet at tire vcry firit look site excited
muy interest, as Stansby village itself hiat
done. lit every outline and motion she
showed perfect heixlth ; lier clear color
was tonic to tire eYe ; lier deep i'rown
liair, at tire sanie timîe that it gave a rest-
fui look to lier forelhead, added somietlîitg
of ferveîicy to lier general aspect. lit
sylipatliy Nvitl tlire heautiful day, Mlle liad
takeîî off lier lit (Whii'li site Carried on1
one' arml), disclosiiig a spray of fresli lilitcs
ii lier mir. Site wals very Siinply, though
not p<nîily, clresse(l. Ail titis, aiîd miore,
1 was abule t<î Observe without disturbixig

lher absorption iii lier' liok but just aLS I
was tryiiig to decide wlietlier tire firnit,
comipresseid corners of lier mioth oitly
fliali t inIt('rest iii tire i'eiiig, or' inîd i-
cated soile peculiar hiardhîes9s of clîarac-
ter, mire glanced up andt saw îiy eyes lient
tipoîî lier.

Tlîeî, foir ain inistant, there canme itîto
lier own a look of eager searcb ; rio softly
iiiquiring gaze, suchlias would ho liatu rai
to most woîîmen 011 a castra]i neetilig of
this sort, but a full, energetic, self-reliant
scrîîtiiiy. 1 doii't thiiîk tire comiprecssion
about lier lips was softeîîed by lier sur-
prise nt seeiiig nie ; but dit keeîî, level
look froixi lier eyes brought a wond(lrful
charige ove,' lier face, so tit frontî loeîxg
itîtere(stitig it becamîe attractive, anId I
waw fi red b y a kii of eritli n sî i n îe-
lioldiing it. Iiivoluntarily 1 took off' îy
lbat and paused at tire side of tire liigliway.
She bent lier head iigain --perhîapls with
sortie acknowledgîîienit of nîy bow, but tiot
definitely for tijat purpose, Liecause site
conitinured i'eading as site passed nire.

But now carne the strangest part of the
episode. This girl disappeared around the
bend of tire road, and after bier two young
fel]ows drew nrear, whoum 1 recognized as
Vibbard and Silverthorîî. it happened
that Sîlverthorn, as on tire very first day
I lîad ever seen hiixu, carried a sprig of
lilac. Ilappened 1 No; tire lilac in the
girl's lxair was too strong a coinicidence
to be overlooked, and 1 was xiot long iii
guessing tlîat tiiere wvas sorte tender mnean-
in-~ iii it.

"Hullo! Ferguson."
"Iid you kîîow we were here 1"

Tliese exclamiationis were made with
sortie confusion, and Silvertîoi'n blushed
faintly.

"lNo, sail 1. léIDo you conte often V"
Tlîey looked rit each otîjer contiden-

tially.
We have, lately," Vibbard admitted.

"Theî peî'linps y<u cati tell nie who
tliat gir'l is that I just passed."

(Il, yes," said Silvcrtlîorn, ait once.
"Tliat's Idix \inwood, tire dauglîter of

tire superiîîtendeiit liere at tire nîills."
"Site is a veî'y striking girl," 1 said.

"You kniow lier, of coursei"
IlA littie.",

Vilubard etilargcd upoii this: it was a
curious habit thîey had fallen into, of each
waitig for the other to explain whîat
slicultl miore Pr<perly have been explained
lîy lîiiîself.

lho<rriy's fathe', you know," said Vih-
bard, ci was. a great nîaclîinist, anti 80 tliey
lîa<l acquailîtances arouîid at uîills iii dif-
ferexit parts of tire State. silfeý.that is,
Ilda, you know-is only sixteen now,' but
Tliorny finit saw lier whien lie was a b>oy
anti camie biere once or twice with his
fathxer."

Silverthorn nodded his lîead corrobora-
tively.

"'But it seînis to nie," 1 said, address-
ing hiîn, léthat you treat ber rather dis-
trintly for anr old acquaintance.; or else
site treats yoiz distantly. WVhich is itl"


