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AND MODERN SUPPLIES OF GOLD
AND SILVER.

ANCIENT

In commenting upon a recent work by M. Babclon
on “The Origin of Money,"” M. De Foville savs in
I'Economiste Francais that the author has given en-
tirely too much credence to those ancient writers who
describe the treasures of their time in hyperbolical
terms, and according to whom Rome, Greece and
Persia must have held far greater stocks of gold than
are now in existence. In all ages writers have spoken
freely and largely of treasures of gald and silver; it
costs nothing and sounds well, But when we read
that the Ethiopians made chains of gold to secure
their slaves because the metal was more abundant
than tron or brass, or that Harpalos was sent to Athens
by Alexander the Great with 5,000 talents, or 150.000
kgs. of gold, we cannot accept these statements other-
wise than as wild hyperbole,

Undoubtedly some great treasures of gold and sil-
ver were accumulated in the ancient palaces and
temples; but it is not at all probable that the entire
stock of the ancient world was equal to the amount
now stored in the vaults of the Bank of France, for
instance. The distribution and uses of the metals are
very different now, but the stock is enormously
greater.

It is curious to enquire whence the gold of the
ancient world came, At the present time the chief
supplies are from North America, Australia, Siberia
and South Africa, all countnes unknown to the
ancients—unless, indeed, we find in the ancient mines
of Mashonaland the Tharsis from which the Tyrian
ships brought gold to King Solomon; and the Jewish
writers evidently exaggerated the quantity of their
gold quite as much as their heathen authors did their
treasures. The classical writers speak of gold as
brought frnmn Nubia, Arabia, India, the Caucasus,
Asia Minor, Thrace, Macedonia, Dalmata, the Alps,
the Pyrenees, Britain, Spain and Numidia. But all
these countries today produce very small amounts.
It may be said that the mines were eXxhausted by the
old workings; but nowhere do we find evidences of
very extensive nuning, and 1t is certian that metallur-
gical knowledge was veéry much less in those days
than now.

It is only nccessary to refer to a few of the ancient
histories. Thus the Terbelli, the Gascons of antiquity,
claimed that in the basin of Arcachon, and in the
valleys of the Rhone and the Ariegre, it was only neces-
sary to use the plow to turn out nuggets of gold from
the soil. The Taurisci Novici, at the head of the
Adriatic, one day found a placer so rich that gold in
Italy lost one-third of its value. In the country of
the Darda, Megasthenes, who accompanied there
the engincer Gorgas on a mission from Alexander the
Great, gravely tells us that people did not dig for
gold, but simply caught the foxes knd shook out from
their tails the grains of gold which stuck to them as
they trailed-through the.sand. Diodorus the Sitilian,
a serivus historian, says that Philip of Macedon ob-
tained from Mount Bermion yearly 1,000 talents—
30,000 kg—of gold. But what has become of this
mine which then furnished 100000,000 fr. 2 year?

These and many authors arc quoted to show how
great were the quantities of gold and silver in use in
various forms; but the citations only show that no
reliance is to be placed on such statements as ex-
pressing actual facts,

One might almost believe that he was reading a
West Australian company’s prospectus,

The truth is that exact statistics arc of modern and
very recent growth, The ancient authors spoke of
1,000 talents when they meant 2 large quantity of
gold, of 100,000 men when they meant simply a large
number, without definitely indicating the actual
figures, of the magnitude of which they had only a
vague conception, and to use these figures as definite
today is absurd.

A recent utrerance of. note regarding Bntish Co-
Iumbia is that of Mr. Walter R. Homcastle, of Lon-
don, England, who, with- his.unique.experience of
<ompany advertising, etc., may be well--looked upon
as an authority on:these matters and well: qualified to
express an opinion. In bis monthly circular.he says,
apropos of British Columbia, that theboom fwill dim
the lurtre of West Australia and South Africa.”
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CONVEYANCING

LIMITED LIABILITY. ’

Mines, Stocks, Real Estate and Insurance

GENERAL AGENTS, NOTARY PUBLIC. {

Offices at

Roasland, Trail and Nelson.

_j

G. A. POUNDER, Pres. W. J. GREEN, Vice-Pres.
J. A, Scaman, Secretary.

THE IBEX MINING
COMPANY.

Limited Liability.

CAPITAL $1,000,000, in Shares of [$1.00 Each, Fully-
Paid and Non-Assessable.

—

TREASURY - - - 300,000 Shares.

This Company has been formed to operate the
Ibex Mineral Claim, adjoining the famous Silver Beil
mine.

There are three distinct Jedges on the property, in-
cluding the main ledge of the Silver Bell.

Development work is now in active progress. Five
men are employed.

First block of Treasury Stock on the Market at
cents, L4

Tunnel now in 50 feet.

THE IBEX MINING COMPANY, LIMITED.

Shaw Block - - - RossLaND, B. C.

MINERS, FREIGHTERS
AND PROSPECTORS

Will Find it to their Advantgage to Write for
CATALOBUE OF
Aparejos Pack Saddles, Riding
Saddles, Harness, Ete.

CARSON & SHORE.
CALGARY, ALBERTA.

CERTIFICATE OF IMTPROVEMENTS.

TRIUMPH MINERAL CLAIM,

Where located: - On Sophic Mountain, in the Trail Creek Mining
Drivision ol West Kootenav District of British Columia.

T AKE notice that I, A. R, Macdonald, acuni as Secbtary of
[ Victory-Triumph Gold Mining Company, Limited reability,
free miner’s certificate number 77279, ntcna. sixty ‘Lis from
date ‘hereof. to apply to the Mining- Recorder tor a cedavate of
ilx)noprov%nl:cnts for the purposc of obtaining a Crown grrtiticof the
above claim.

And further take notice that action under section thirty-seven
must be commenced before the issuance of such certificate of

im ments.
lg:! ted this first day of Devember, 1896,

A.R.¥ACDONALD.

TERTIFICATE OXF IMPROYEMRENTS,

: VICTORY MINERAL CLAIM.
Where located : _On Sophic Mountain, in the Trall Creck Mirisg
Dirislon of West Kootenay, District of British Colambia,
AKE notice that I, A, R. Macdonald, *icting as - Setre
{ Vl‘cto -Triumph Gold Mining Company,
ree min

improvements for the purpese of obtaining 3 Crown grant. of tha

abore claim, . R 3¢ -
Aad farther take notice, that action undez seétion tl’dx‘tﬂm
must be commenced beforo the: {ssuance of :such ™ certificate of
et ity of Deceraber, 855
D this fstdey of ‘155, ~ .
12296 v *I*P: A.R MACDONALD.

et ’

tarE of
centificat ber 727, fntend, myméa‘?i'lim'ig"
$ Ce C pumnber 0 ) rom -3
i ecorder for. a Certificate of

Chas. P, Robbins
ROBBINS& LONG, &GHiliog
ASSAYERS AND CHEMISTS.
PRICES FOR ASSAVING:

Copper only ....82 00} Lead, wet assay$§2 go | Antimony s 11
boJamlCopperz so | Silica . .2%5|A .

Gold only ...... 1 50| Iron .. w280
Silveronly...... 1t 00| Zinc... - 300
Gold anid Silver. 2 00 { Sulphur ...i.... 300 .
Lead, fice assay 1 oo ] Alumaum ..., 300

“L'en or more samples from same party in 20v one month, 3 per*
cent off list prices. Fiveor more brought mn at one time same:
disconat. Special atlention given to samptles by inail.

OrrFICE WiTit RRDDIN & JACKSON, ROSSLAND, B. C.

CH AS. W. CLUETT,

ASSAYER.
REAR OF GROCERY,

OPPOSITE BANK OF MONTREAL.

JAS. HUNTER

HUNTER BROS. ROBT, NUNTAR
MINING SUPPLIES.

Agents for Giant Powder Co,, Goodwin Mining
Canﬁles, Jessopaud Canton Steel, Pipe and Fittings,
Verona Tools. Tin shop in connection.

ROSSLAND, B.C.

MINING PRINTING.

We are prepared to print STOCK CERTIFICATES,
PrOSPECTUSES, PAY RoLLS, VoucHERS, ORDER
BLANKS, and other Mining forms.

Our work speaks foritself.
REVIEW PRINTING HOUSE.
Miner Block, East of Postoffice.

SPOXANE FALLS & NORTHERN

Nelson & Fort Sheppard:
Red Mountain R'ys.

The only all rail route without change
of cars between Nelson and Rossland
and Spokane and Rossland.

DAILY EXCEPT SUNDAY.

Leave. Arive,
10330 ATk coceaveracronns ROSSLAND.....cccc00eee 325 D00.
100 AM, seescosscsvonsss. NELSON .. «s §:20p.m.
F00 Re Ms avosaasesoncnane SPOKANE..ccteteaesaees 700 Pylde

Passengers for Kettle River. and Boundary Creck
connect at Marcus with stage daily.
GOLUMBIA & WESTERN RAILWAY

Time Table in. Effect February 4, 1807.

NoO. 2, PASSENGER, Dally except Sanday~—
Leaves RoOSSIaNd coecieencocscccccosccccssonnsssses 7300 2. M
Ardvesat Tralleeeceeoe ceeccsns seensecssanes reeee 5O A M

N6.4, PASSENGER, Dally, except Sunday— .
Leayes Rostland .. ceessesstscccassencvicve 400 Do
ves at Trall .ouloleciitiiailioicccisencecesgs 500 Py

. 3. PASSENGER, Dally except Sunda; -
No &wra% R, Dally cxcept Sunday— veee SUS R.TR
eseel000 2, TR

[ R

Arrives 3t Rossland ...
0.1, PASSENGER; Daily—
o1 avts Trafl - ceeverrrasensnsnarsese S4E Dy

v Arrive at Rossland .. 700 P

Connection made at Trall with ALz sTRAKERS, both up and
down the Col=mbia river. :

asesecsqseccvsene

®esee tesrsorccrcsvass o

For freight rates and farther particulars, write to

T et Py h . 1S "L
F.P,GUTELIUS, Gen'l upd.B'.C.



