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friends; howwev critld pa.y up ail
cair baeck clfbts, lool; tichhl
world iii thec face, neyer have te
dodge, a oreditor, anîd rau car paper
'vîthout thc sheriff's assistance.
It 'vas wVitli just sucli thouglits as
those in our head that we acceptedi
MIr. Kingsley's invitation te tike a
drive u) fthe North Tlîorpsoil River
and look ever flic drecdgiiîg groanids
on the west~ sîde. Four cf us

st:rtcd on Taesrlay morning from
the Dominion llotel about 8 o'clock,
irn a, two-lîerse rig, tlic sun shining
brighlîty and a NvelI furnislicd
halmper sto%, ed a.way belîind. Thc
ferry hadf te be crossed, a. feat whicli

was eoxnpshedsuccessfully, ai-
thlou:ïll we coa]dn't hc]p thinking
whiat&a boon the bridge wouid be.
The rond wvas in perfect condition,
aud, tifter driving a. couple cf miles
or se we st.epped te e.xamine tic
cunteuts of tic hamper just te Seo

ifaythiiug hacd been forgetten.
Nothizig wvas ]acking but ia ccrk-
SOClew, wv1iih difficury wvas seen

oirc>iand -we silnîpledi it ail1
rounid to niaike sure. Once more
wc started, bowvling .tlong merrily,
wvitli scores cf crovs on eîtàer side
keeping 1u4. ccnupany, proba.hly
knowing thit, we hadt(n't a. guîî iii
the party. It secmns ii. pit3y there is
uîct et. bouiîwy on fliese pests, for
tiiere is zie deubt they weork con-
silorai bic havoc vit.h tie eggscou
gii11ie birds. besides eirryig off
ym>aug chickeîis. Mr. Noblc's ranchi
wazs Qi0 next place wVe stcpped lit,
tLîat geu.dctuîi Coliiîîg- eut t0 greet
tis ini bis nsual clieury iauner.
Aý,aa Wie content-, of tic hianper.
ca-nîe into proiîîxierice, MIr. Noble
extendiug us a. welc 'tue te comie
into thtc lîuse, an offer of whioh.
wo coid neot aiail curselves as wc

wvere in a hurry to det to, the
dredging grounds, but promised to
cal! on our way back to investigate
the gold bearingba.nks of the creek
that runs into' thae Thomp ion close
by. We were infornied that $4 te,
$5 a. day liad been made on that
creek by some prospectors a few
years ago. One of our party was
prrniised a -ycung subking pig pro.
vided hoc could lasso it, but lie ovi-
dently thouglit there would be too
nîuoh exertion -required for he de-
clined theeoffer.

From here--oh up te Donald Me-
AMiley's the river takes a bend in
the 'forin of a letter S, there being
au enormnous dredg-ing bar in the
centre. It was pointed, eut tlîat the
banks on bot~h sides of thec river was
composed of nothing but auriferous
grilvel, ail cf which eeuld easily be
handledl with adreidge. We passed
flirougli McAuley's ranch following
a. roiid leading to thic river. Here
we tied up the horses, fed them,
and sheuldering pick, shovel aid
panl st4irted off on our hunt for gold.
A liendi covered with boulçlirs of a.
few pounds weight was fie first
spot te, try. These were easily
shoveled on one side and a spadeful
cf gravel threwn into the pan which
à1ir. Kingsley proceeded te wash,
whilst another tried lis luck wvash-
ing dirt on the shovel. In a. couple
of minutes the pain wfls nearly
empty with lée exception cf a iittl]e
black saud, which on being sea ttered
disélosed te our.anxi>us gaze severzil
sni.ill flakes àf gold, s,'iii -as large
lis -a> pin's hie4d. That l'as sts~c
tory su tar, s0 we ilecided te try
'11<ther spot lower down tie river-
groing eut on te a. big bar *where it
1co>ked ii- if s4ome one else lmad been
%voirkig witli au rocker. Here


