LESSON X.—March 6th, 18g8.

JESUS AND THYE SABBATH, MaT™, 12 1-13.
Comnit v, 10-18.

1, Atthatsoason Josus wont on the sabbath day
through tho cornflelds: and his disciples wero an
hungred, and bogon to pluck ears of corn, and to cat,

2, But tho Pharisces, whon thoy saw it, said unto
him, Behold thy disciples do that which it is not
1awful to do upon thosabbath.

8. But bo said unto them, Haveye notread what
David did, whon ho was an hungred, and they that
woro with him ; how he entered into tho houso of God,
and did cat thoghow-bread; which it was not lawful
for him to oat, noither for them that wore with him,
but only for the priests ?

6. Orhavo yo notreadin the lntw, how that on tho
sabbath day tho priests in the templo profane the
sabbath, and are guiltless?

6. But I say unto you, that one greater than the
templo is here,
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EXPOSITORY NOTES.
BY REV. T. 1N FOTHERINGHAM.

INTRODUCTORY. The events of “this lesson
took place before the Sermon on the Mount,
and are narrated here as further illustrating
the growing opposition of the Seribes and
Pharisees. The lessous taught are very im-
portant. Our Saviour’s words have often been
quoted in defence of opinions and practices
which he would utterly condemn. The time
was early harvest (May—June) A.D. 28, and
the place, probably Capernaum. (Compare
Mayk 3:1.)

l.—The incident recorded in our lesson follow-
ed olosely the upbraiding which we studied
lagt Sabbath. According to Luke it ocourred
on the ‘‘second-first ” Sabbath. This, many
understand as denoting the first Sabbath after
the second day of the Passover feast, the day
from whioch seven weeks were counted to the
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7. Butif yo had known what this meanoth, I do. M
siro mercy, and not sacrifico, yo weuld not have cone
demned tho guiltless,

8, For thoSon of man is Jord of tho sabbath.

9, And hu doparted thence, and went into their
Synagogue,

10. And behold s man baving a withered hand, P
And thoy asked him, saying, Isit lawful to hoal on M
tho sabbath day ? that thoy might acouso him.

1. Andhe said unto them, What man shall there
bo of vou, that shall have ono sheep, and if this fall
into o pit on thosabbath day, will ho not lay hold on
it,and lift it out? 12. Howmuch then isa man of
moro valuo than a sheep! Whereforo it is lawful to
do cood on the sabbath day.

18, Then seith hoto the man, Strotch forth thy
hand, And ho stretched it forth ; and it was restored
whole as tho other.

day of Pentecost. Others think that it means
the second Sabbath of the Jewish year,

In any case it was in the spring of the year,
or early summer. The road was a mere path-
way between, or even across, the cultivated
fields. so that by simply reaching out their
hands the disciples could pluck the ears of
standing grain. The word is literally, ¢ the
sown lands,” or grain fields.

In the old country, wheatand barley are
called *‘corn »’ (R. V. cornfields.) The limi-
tation of this term to Indian corn, or maize, is
peouliar to this continent. This latter was
not known in Palestine, although the Egyp-
tians seem to have been acquainted with if.
Barley and wheat were the principal cereals
grown in the Holy land and the finest of these
came from the Plain of Gennesaret.



