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PROTECTION AND COLLECTION.

E have snce our last
- sue îeceived several
-etterb asking for fur-
ther information in re-
gard to the suit of
Green vs. Minnes &
Burns, dry goods mer
chants, Kingston, in
which a decision was

given by Mr. Justice
Rose upholding the
legality of advertising
an account for sale to

the highest bidder. There is not much to add to what we said last
month. The plamntiff, Green, had been given every chance t liqui-
date the debt, but stubbornly refused tocoinc to time. The defend-
ants accordingly placed the account in the nands of the collecting
agency, whose requests were treated in a sinilar nanner, and then
the final step of advertisng the account for sale was resorted to
Fiom enquiries we have made we find that the retail merchants of
Kingston have good reason to congratulate themselves upon the
methods they employ for their protection against dead.beats and for
the collection of long-outstanding accounts.

So far as protection is concerned the system appears to bc per-
fect. Each member sends in a list to the agency givmg the r.ame
and address of the debtor, the amount of the account, and the date
when last rendered. The agency in turn issues a weekly list con-
taning ail the naies in alphabetical order and the amounts, etc.,
supplemented by any rernarka. of amounts paid in part or n full of
accounts on previous lhsts. A complete record is therefore in pos-
session of each member. If a new cus'omer should visit a store and
ask to be credited for gonds ordered, ail the ierchant has to do is
to step into his office, turn up his hst, and in a minute lie can run has
eye over the name.cs and is at once in a position to refuse or give the
credit asked without having to enter into any explanation. We arc

inlorned that the ellert lias becn miost beneficial to the store.
keepers, as it naturally would, and there seems to be no likeli.
hood of the systei being allowed to languisi and lie for lack of
support, as it did in Ottawa. In ithe latter place the civil service
element is too powerful to admit ofany concerted action being su:
cessfully adopted to gel payment of accounts within reasonable
t:ie, or even ai any lime. iln other cities and towns we cordially
reconmiend the adoption of the Kingston syt cit. We understand
it has been patented by the agency, but we presmtiiie they would be
only too glad to offer their services wlerever and wieneer re-
qured. It has the mert of simplhty and effectiveness.

In regard to the collection of accounits what is done is about as
follows : After the patience o the ierchant lias been exhausted lie
sends the debtor a final notice that unless the account is paid forth-
with his nane wuill be put on the list mn ossession of the collecting
agency. This being ineffective the account is handecd t the agency
To givc the debtor every opportunity of saving his good na.ne the
agency sends him first one notice, then another, and a final, which
contains a proof of the poster announcng lits accotnt for %ale. Even
then imediate action is nut taken but so mnany days' glace is
allowed. I lien the poster is primted, but if tihe debtor should give
in, even aI the twelfth hlour, the type would be taken out and a blank
left where his naie formnerly stood. Th:s lias been done on more
than one occasion. There is no compulsion, only a perfectly legîti.
mate weapon--pubilcity--s used to make people pay thteir just and
lawfuîl debits.

We liae hefore uts a yellow poster announcing "Accouints for
sale by the Canadian Commercial Agency, on Friday, isth I)ecei-
ber, i89t, at AMartin's auction rooins, Brock street, Kmngston, at 8
p.i." Eighteei naies .tnd addresses are on the poster, and oppo.
site thei are anounts r.nging fromt $1.40 to $37.72 for dry goods,
drugs, hardware, etc., dry gonds being in the inajority. I.ooking at
the p'ster one cannot help thinking that a man must be devoid of
ail sense of shane to put iminselif in the position of having it pub.
licly notified to ail and sundry that lie is a "dead beat," as it is
velî.kno>wn that only the naines of those who are able, but uinwiliing,
to pay, are put on the posters. Again we say to merchants in
other localhties, " Go thou and do ikewise," and we feel assured
a rich h;arvest of payients of long outstanding accounts will be
realîzed. The cost is iîtling compared with the bencfits dertcd.

We have given this subject p:rticular attention, as we firmly
believe ite systei would, if generally adopted, he the salvation of
hundreds of retailers who, from the nature of thteir environmnent, are
conpelled to do a credit business. Where there is no orgaization
a "dead-beat" can make his rounds of the various stores in a
town and gel alIl the credit lie wants. It is a fact, and one that is
to be deeply deplored, that the jealous feeling existing among re.
tailers enables these sharks to bleed ithen freely. It is high t.me
the dry goods men sank all suih petty jealousy tnl organzed for
their mutual benefit and protection on similar, if not broader, lines
than those in Kngston, in vicw of the organization of the l'atrons
of Industry and the existing condition of trade.


