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Irvingism—Miraclos and Apostolioity.

It ia the prerogative of Deity alone to “ bring
light cut of da kness,” or, “1 clean thing out of
an uneleans” and it is oceasion Loth of awe and
gatitude to find Him so frequently exerting
this majestic power of goodness in eancing that
the difterent foring of dissent, notwithsianding

generally maintain with great prominence some
one important seriptmal and eatholic truth.
Thus Drvingism maint«ins, in theory, with a
seriptural  clearness  that shows very mauy
amengst omeelves the necessity of cathelie unity,
the true charactor of he visible Church as the
one Brido o Christ; the veality of priestly fane-
tions and ol samamental grace Lo the faithful,
and many other such practical and blessed
truths do they, by the vver ruling Providence of
God, very distinetly put forth.  Thus, for wise
ends, has [Te orderesl it, doubtless chiefly that
His really elect Catholie Church may be stirred
up to remember those truths so necessary to her
own perfection, Lut which in these latter and
evil days she has well nigh let slip.  This, how-
- ever, affurds no guarantee that the Eternal
sanctions the disciples of Irving in their sehism,
or that Ile will preserve them from falling into
very serious error; the contiary is the faet, and
the fault and sin are their own, if they have
wilfuily or carclessly forsaken those cleaily de-
fined foundstions, upon which alone can the
one, covenant, catholic and apostolic Church of
Clnist be founded.

Concerning two of their prineipal apologies
for having dene so, we are about to muka a few
observations, aud the 1rather as, flom want of a
right knowledge, some of our own people, and

tronbled with doubts and fears thereupon ;—we
allude to tho eupposition that the Church of our
own time is incomplete, because neither Zer
priests nor psople huve any longer the power
of working miracles; and becanse she kas not

tles, superior to oll the rest.

I. And first as to the alleged deficiency of
the Church, because mirzcles are no longer per-
formed in her. It appears to us, that the per-
sons making this oljection, lose sight of tho
great design of miraculous powers, by forgetting
that they were given as proofs of the Divine
commission which had been entrusted to the in-

———— s = e o me ny - -

their serious errors and deplorable sehisms, shall |

probably some of our 1eaders, me apt to be |

got a fourth order of Ministers, called Apos--

dividuals possessing them; or, as evidences of
the truth of certain doctrines and teaching ; and
nol primarily for the benefit of the individuals
on whose belwif they were at the time exertel.

That miracles are no longer rvequired as evi-
dence of the Divine commission of the christian
priesthood, or of the truth of the doctrines of cur
most holy faith, is sufliciently plain,
his apostles both taught, as the Chureh has ever
believed, that tho Dispensation which He
brought in is the finel one, as respeets this
world ;—that the Apostolic Churech and our
own form portions of those same “Jast days” of
which so much is said in the New Testament
as having succeeded to the Antedehuvian, Patri-
mchal, and Jewish Dispensations.  Upon us
therefore, as says St. Paul, *the ends of the
world are come,” we have no further dispensa-
tion to expect, no new revelation to look for;
consequently we need no miracles to nuthenti-
cato a fresh raco of teachers, or to establish a
new code of doctrines. And the Ministry of
the Christian Church her divine Master clearly
identified to the end of time, by establishing an
open and visible Apostelic Sueeession, through
ordination and laying on of hands, by them-
selves and their suceessors without intercuption;
a succession this, much morg easily known and
proved than that of the Aavonic priesthood by
natural generation,  Consequently miraclos are
entirely unnecessary, so far as the ascertaining
who, in these days, are tue truly commissioned
minizters of Christ,

And as regards the doctrines of the Gospel,
Leing founded on the Bible and the teaching of
the Catholic Church they have an accumulat-
ed and unanswerable amount of evidence to
their truth and authority, altogether indepen-
dent of, and indeed far superior to, any present
individual miraculous acts.

Why, then, having fulfilled their office, should
there be any fond and tleshly yearnings for the
return of miracles in the Church?  Better, far
better would it be, to be earnest in testing the
really miraculous efficacy of the Ordinances of
the Church of Claist, as channels for imparting
Iis grace daily to those who fuithfully seek
Him therein.

2. Perhaps, however, our mistaken Irvingite
friends, and indeed others, may vindicate their
Lelief in the modern necessity of miracles on
the ground that the relief of the afflicted and
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