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.As Pr. Johin Pick in bis Lectures on Tbcology expresses it,-.-
IlTbe wbeile scries of events was pianncd by bis infinite understand.

ing, the ends as iveli as the means ; and lie foresees the ends, net
tbrougli tbe mediunm of tic means, but tbrough Utie meditini of bis ownl
decrce, in wbicti they have a certain futurc existence. Tbey will not
take place witbout Uic means ;but the proper cause of thern is not the
means, but bis alrnighty illY'."

So that if we are to believe IDr. Pick, or any otixer consistent
Calvinist, thc Propcr cause of (1il Our sins is GcdI's u'lighiy will !
In bis wvork, on Nature and the Supernatural, Pr. Bushneil, though
a moderate Cilviliist, vcry gî'avely tells us that,

IlIf there bc any trutb wbicbi cvery Christian ougbit te assume, as
evident beyond ail question, it is that God lias somne eternal plan tbat
includes cvery titing«, and puts cvery tling in its place. That H1e ' fore-
ordairis wvbatsoever cornes te pass' is only anethier vcrsion of the sme

But ive believre tlîat the very reverse of this is the case,
for if there bc any truth ivhich. every Christian ouglit to assume,
as evident beyond ail question, it is sureiy that the ail-w ise and
infinitely good One neyer would or couid desire, decee, or put
into lus perfect plan that cvii wbieh lic butes. We have no faith,
in the divine ori-in of sin,-it ncver was, and from its very na-
turc, neyer can ho in God's plan, or a part of his plan;- and we
are beid te saiy that if wc werc shut up by a kind cf moral neces-
sity to believe either in the hecatlîenishi and absurd idea of an eter-
rial uneaused cvii principie in antabonism te the good, or, to bce-
lieve the wicked and iînstrous idet that the God cf creation and
cf revelation is the author of ail evil ns well ns aill -oody WvC would
choose thc first alternative as an article of our ereed in preference
to the second. IL is net however ncessary to behieve in the doc-
trine of abbolute, eternal uneaused cvii, on the one hand, or that
Ged decrced it, dcsi4rcd it, and ivas tlie efficient cause cf its exis-
tence, on the other. We are quite confident that tlic subject can
be explained on principles niuchi miore satisfactory.

That moral cvii cxists is adiiiittcd on aIl bands, and that it bas
existcd for nnny ages cvery one believes. It is also, indisputabie
that nîany physical evils, sufferings and wocs to whîch wve are suli-
jected can ho satisfactorily aecounted fer onuly on the princ*p!e
that moral cvil lias entered the universe. IL is not a neccssnry
thing, and, not being necessary, it must ini the very nature of things
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0 Vol. 1, page 397. t See page 105.


