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and speak at the funerals, But some of our
missionarics think that the time has not yet
come for ordaining the natives, who, they
sy, are too little inclined to be governed by
their countrymen, ete.  The Missionary So-
ciety has therefore requested the Govern-
ment to seud an able man to Greenland to
visit the missions, and_has deferred passing
any resolution as to the ordination of the
natives until this gentleman shall kave re-
turned and expressed his opinion on the
matter.—LEvangelical Christendom.

Japan—Protestant Prospects.

It is only akout three years since Protes-
tant missionaries cume to this country, and |
yet within that short period such a change 4
has already come over the people as augurs
well for the future history of Christian mis-
sions.  The missionaries upon their fivst. az- §
rival, and indeed, for some considerable
time after, found the Japanese alogether
unwilling to converse about Christianity.—
The subject wis no sooner broacled than,
with a tarificd appearance, they atat once
changed it for one less dangerous.  They

intimated that the subject was prokibited in |

Japan, and, by a significant drawing of the
hand across the throat, silently intimated
the punishment attending the infraction of
the Jaw. It is gratifying to find, Lowever,
that the Japanese no longer display any
signs of fear when religion is mentioned.—
Remarks are now made, and questions ask-
ed, with the greatest freedom, utterly as-
tounding to one who has read the edicets of
former times.  How it is that so great a
change has come abont in so short a time
may he accounted for from the fact that
Christianity is now bhetter understood.—
Lvangclical Christendom.

Syria.

Mr. Jessup wrote wrote from Beiny, in
Octoher : “ The latest news from Thons is,
that the good work is steadily advancing.
Indieations ave not wanting of the
presence of the Holy Spirit in some parts
of our field.  One of the members of the
Beirut church Las passed throngh a some-
what remarkable religious experience dur-
ing the Summer. . 7. Several young per-
sous from the Protestant commumity of
IIasheiya, residence in Beirnt, are now pass-
ing through wlhat appears to bie very deep
conviction of sin. I have rarely seen indi-
viduals so completely broken down by a
seuse of their utterly lost cliildren. . @
One of the students of Abeih Seminary has
reeently been converted ina somewhat. re-
markabic manner.  These evidences of the
Spirit’s presence cheer our hearts.”

State of Religion.

The question is often put;  What about
the progress of vital podliness in Italy 9
We feel our incompetence to answer.  The
number of Bibles cirenlated, and of Bible
readers, of evangelical preachiers and meet-
ings and adherents, of schools and school
childven, is jnereasing rapidly, and our per-
suasion is that the vital element is present
in the onward movement, amid much curio-
gity, hypocerisy, and formalism.  More than
this it would at present be rash to say, as
the intense excitement on political subjects
is hoth helping and hindering, in a enrious-
ly mixed manner, the cause of the Gospel.
Qur own conviction, o far as information
reaches us from vavious quarters, is that
sonls are heing enlightened aud converted in
ones and twos, here and there, while weare
cqually convinced that no great spiritunl
blessing from on high has vet descended on
poor Ttaly.  Tor this we long and pray, in
the hope that Gad is now seeretly preparing
the men of great faith and deep humility
and practical godliness who are to be used
as instruments when his time to favor Italy
has come.

Pather Chiniquy Again.

At the late mecting of the Preshytery of
Chicago, the Rev. Alexander F. Kemyp, from
the Canadian Preshyterian  Church, was
present as & corresponding member, and laid
a memorial upon the table, in reference to
the Rev. Chinquy, desiring that something
be done, cither to relieve and vestore his
standing in this Preshytery, or, if he still
desived it, enable them to reecive him and
his people under their care,  This, at least,
was the end contemplated by the memorial-
ists, if not specifically stated. A motion
was made to raise a committee to report at
the next stated necting ; but it was, after
discussion, laid on the table, and though af-
terwards taken up, action upon it was re-
fused.  T'he memorial itself was respeetful-
Jy answered, but any initiative_process for
the restoration ox relief of Mr. Chinigny de-
clined.

Sandwich Islands.

Weare grieved to record the loss by fire
of the lavge Seminary edifice at Lahainalu-
na.  The pupils that were boarding in the
huilding escaped with their lives, kut many
lost their clothes and books. The native
Chuistians have lost no time in making libe-
ral collections in their clurches for its recon-
struction.  Rev. S. B. Bishop, who has heen
the Ameriean Seamen’s Claplain at Lahai-
na, has been called 1o the Native Church at
Iana, on the same Iskwd, (Maui,) and has
aceepted the call.




