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Sheep Racks,

In feeding shéep and cattle through the winter, a
large amount of fodder is wasted by being trodden
under foot, for want of proper conveniences for
holding Lay and other feed whic the animals are
taking their meals. Beside the waste thus occa-
sioned, discomfort aid inconyentence are caused to
the anima]p by their food getting mnto the dirt hefore
it finds its way into their mouths. What tables,
plates, and dishes are {o human beings, mangers,
troughs, and racks are o sheep and cattle.  How to
consiruct these convenienves, 18 a quesaon oﬁen‘,
ndked. and we doubt not many wil be glad 1o resy
ceive suggéstions how tu get up near, cheap, and
auitable conveniences for economical and clean feed-
ing  We proceed therefore to give a few illustrations
wd dircetions about Shecp Rachs, beginung waih |
one of the simplest and cheapestform which has been
kighly commended, and an illustration of which
heads this ¢olumn.  OQur colemporary. the Counlry
fontiemin, apeaks favonrably of it.

A brief description will enable our veaders to un-
1erstand its conatruction and use. The corner posts
are about three feet kigh, and are made of 3 by 3
inch scantling, one picee twelve feet long making the
floor Ingh hoards are nailed on these posts. as rc-"
presented in the figure. the top buard hemyg five or
six inches wide, theboiiom one about ten ; the length
of the rack may e abaut twelve feet, width two feet,
Oa the horizontal hoavds wie nailed short vertical
strips each five or 8ix ineln 2 wide, and leaving spaces
six inches wide, through which the sheep thrust their
heads in ¢ating. DBoards are laid in the botrom on
cross pieces, which connect the lower edges of th
lower horizontal side board. These may be narrow
strips with open spaces hetween them. The rack is
now complete, hay being thrown in at the top

{lere is another rack of a very aunple and cheap
claracter, which is much muised by the Register of
Rural Affairs. It consists of four scantling posts
about three feet long, (whirh should stand on flat
siones)) into which the ho.zontal rails are et or
mortised, so that the face of the rail shall he one
inch within the outer side of the posts.  Strips three
or four inches wide are then nailed on, and should
be far cnough apart to admit frecly the kead of the
largest sheep ; and as animals vary in size, cach
farm#r should first ascertain by measurement, before
constructing. his racks, the proper size. Siv inches
will be a proper distance in most cases. The ad-
vantages of tlis rack are its hightness; faciity of
construction ; cheapness ; cowpactuess, rendeving it
easily packed away ; it may be used for making sheep
pens ; and does not allow the hay sced to enter the
wool, aq is the case with all open racks mechuing ont-
wards. The only disadvantage 18 the want of a
feeding trough; but for ordinary purposes these
troughs are most convenivnt and most casily cleaned,
it made separately. Troughs for sheep are usually
made the shape of a common pig-trongh, only longer
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Yeatehier thy seed  and fiue stull puiled  out with

They are hetter, however, with flat hottoms  The ¥
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stinpenl trough allows the grain or meal to get wedged
down in a mass al tho lower angle, and temips the
animal to cut tou fast, winlo a flav-bosiomed trough
admits of the feed being strewn in & thin I er, and
compels the sheep to eat more deliberately.

But little luwber is requived for cither of (hese
racks. We sgpeeify what will be needed for

the first, as follows —One picee of 3 by 8
seantling twelve feet long , two inch Dboards,
ten inches wide and twelve feet long. two five inclies
wide and twelve {eet long, forr end boards, five and
ten inches wide respectively, and tweniy-five feet of
slats : fifteon feet of bottom honrds complefe the ma-
terinls—the whole of these would be about ninety
foet and wonld cost seventy five conts toa dollar and
a half in different localities.  Any farmer of fuir in-

genuity would make one in half o daycosting not {.

to éxaeed twa dollars for the whole ~aid paying for
itgplf every month while fn nge in the awmount saved.
.

We now come to someihing more elaborate, and
give two illustrations of another rack which the
Wiseonsin Farmer pronounces to he ¢ just the thing.”
While setting forth the merits of this particular rack,
our Western contemporary makes some excellent
remarks on the general subjeet of conveniences for)
feeding animals, & portion of which we quote
“Whatever will contribute to the relish and good
feeling, in & word. to the general satisfuction of an
animal, will in the sume proportion promoie health
and facilitate fattening. And yet nothing is more
cummon.even with those farmers who take the trouble
to provide racks and troughs, as herein urged, than
to allow the depositories of provender to become
foul and dizagreeable to such an extent as to deprive
them of a good share of the advantages they were
intended to secure.”  In the above illustration,
A is the standavd or ¢entre post, 2 by 4 seantling ;
beight four feet. B. is the rack, two fect wide , the slats
4 inches from centre to centre. C. 18 the centre
board, 16 mehes wide, eloses at the top, 8 inches
apart at the hottom D js the troagh which

—

the bay; space from hottom of rack to cdge of
trough 4 inches E. is the arm, 42 inches long,

\ Prily speaking.

foddir at all times,

to support the upper rail of the rack when

thrown open , the entire width of plau.rm 42:
inches , side picces to platform 5 to 6 inches. thn’
the Lay Tas been placed in it, the upper rails of the

rack are pushed towdrds the centre post into the
groove which is seen near the post. The rack, when;
fillggd, lics pressing on the hay, thus preventing more
Lay being pulled out than is eaten. From the posi-
tion of the feed to the sheep when ealing, there is no
dropping of seed and dirt into tho wool and eyes,
which is the case with racks inclined the other way.

‘The rack is to be Loisted to the upper pin or notch
when the long hay has been eaten; then the trough
affords an oppoatunity for the sheep to eat the seeds)
and the fine hay  The trough i= also a good place in)
which to feed grain or salt.
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Owt neal illusirntion is of a new * PRENIUM SHERP
Rach, invented by an ingenions American named
Eaton, and highly spoken of in a recent number of
the Scoltish Farmer.

The engraving represents one side, A, of the rack
turned in, disclosing the feeding troughs, B, and the
internal arrangemcnt of the raék or box, more pro-
Thise feeders, A, are swung on
pivots on the upright bar G, and when in the position
indieated in the engraving on the side where the
sheep are feeding, permit them 6 have aceess to the
When roots or fine feed areused
in the feed-tronghs, it is necessmy to ¢lean them out
occasionally ;3 and to do thig, the feeder-boards, A,
are turnéd up, as st own at D, and the attendant can
go inside and gweep out the troughs through the
door, E, without being hindered or delayed by the
crowding or desire of the sheep to get at the feed.
The feeding-boards ¢an also he turned up in a bori-
zontal pogition, so that by merely placing 4 bar
underneath the two leaves, when 8o {urned up, a
table is made which may be used for shearing on in
the spring s or by partinlly inelining the side In the
form of a raof. and placing a ridge picce over them,
the sait, with which il is usual to supply the sheep at

| certain seasons, can be (hrown in the troughs instead

of being seattered under foot and elzewhere to he
wasted 3 the inclination of the roof serves to keep off
rain and dew and i3 thus turned to good account in
this respecty )
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We give yot one more illudtraition. The above
eugraving represents a Combmed Rack and Trough
forsheepand other stock.patented by Andrew Ralston,
of West Middletown, Washingion Co., Pa,, in May,
1862, who thus deseribes his invention and its ad-
vantages :—

“ A is the trough, B the rack, and C the railing
placed on the rack to prevent sheep from getting on
or over it The rack is hinged to the trough, so that
when thrown open it is eatily filled and cleaned out
This rach has heen extensively used and much ap
proved 1t abvinves all the dificulties usually expe
rienced in fueding sheep, suchas wasting feed orhay,
rabbing wool off the neck, getting hay seeds into the
wool, strony sheep erowding oot weaker ones, &¢ &,
Wherever it hng heen introduced, itic regarded as o
puablic honefit, and by its use thuusands of dollus
worth of Lay and othor feed may besaved annually

These racks, constructed as above deseribed, may
be made portable, and so put under the sheds during
the summer.  In this way they will last many years.
and pay for themselves many nmes over in the saving
of feed. ’



