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witli sharp, well defined lines, and they can ho made
of cvery varicty of shiade, from a pure white fo a dark
brown or stona color.

**These blocks, as now manufactured, are 10 inches
fong, & inchcs wide, and 4 iuches thick, containing
200 cubic fuches, and weighing about 12 poundscach;
shicy have au air chaaber running through the
centre.

*The Llocks, from the nature of tho material used,
and tho severo pressuro to which they aro subjected
in process of manufacture, are very durable in their
character, a8 it in a well known and established fact
that niortar composition, properly 1zade, is the most
culuring of all substances, withatanding “Im“m for
centuries, and constantly growing lader by atmos.
pherie changes, uatil it becomen o perfect stone.

**These blocks have loen subjected to cvery con-
ceivalle test—have been immersed in water until
they havo absorbed all the mossture which they could
Hiold, aud in that condition they have been cxpored
to scvero frosts, and then thawed, and tho samo pro.
coss repeated again aad again,  After being subjected
to all tho altcrnations of the atmosphere, the result
i‘l’ lill cases has proved tho indestructability of the

ock.

*“They arc com of such matcrials, that, so
tong as tho laws of chemistry hold good, time will
but make them motre durable ”

ACuear Iee Hovse — A writer submits the {ollow-
g plan for a cheap Ice House :—

¢ For the benefit of those who wish to enjoy alittle
cnol lusury during lon%. liot summer days, I send you
the plan of a_clicap 1co House in which I kept ice
from Pebruary to October, using from it every day
after warm weather commenced. Nailed up & pen,
111212 feet, four fect on the ends, scven feet ontho
¢ i3, leaving the gablo ends open—the ground des.
et at about one foot in twelve—filled in saw-dust
atnut six or eiﬁht inches decp—sawed the ice as
s juaro as possible with a cross-cut saw, and packed
i in, leaviug a space of a foot on tho rides all around.
tounded tho cracks between the ace full of fino ice;
filled the spacs around with saw-dust, stamping it
down s0 as to make it close as posuible; then covered
t'o whole 12 or 15 inches decp with saw-dust, end
1ut on the roof.  After wann weather commenced, 1
£ acrally went over it ancea week to sce if there was
aay amelting ; if there was, I pounded the place full
t§ saw-lust.  This house will hold from 24 to 3}
virls, 1 it iy allowed to frecze aulid, more will be
wasted than used. T have tred that plan, but of left
as it is packed, youcan roll out o bluk and saw off
with a hand-saw’ as much as is wished.”

Another.

A L.mmer in Seneea Falls wntes : ¢ We have kept
i:c for two seasons past in our waggon-houve, taking
sy the floor in onc corner, and malmg what you
might call a large bin, about nincfect mf\mrc, extend-
ing from the ground up to near the chamber floor,
Lut nat quite, Jeaving voom for a free cireulation of
;\ir :il‘)o\'o the covering of the ice and the floor over-
10ac

Clicre was slope enough to tho buttom for thorough { 879

deainage, which i3 an important matter in my opinion,
as well as the open spaco abave.  We placed in the
hattom about a foot thick of saw-dust and turner's
aliavings, then some loose hoards for the ice to rest
upon, and piled it up in the cotre, leaving a space
2!} around of fiftcen or sixteen inches hetween tho ice
aud sides of the bin, until we had si< two-horse loads
in, when wo filled in the sides with saw-dust and
shaviogs from the plapiog null, tramped it downsohd,
cavered-the ice well on top with sume matenal, and
hal nothing more to Qo with it until wo wanted to
get it for use, which was a very casy matter, having
of course left a door or openug from the waggon.
house into the ice-room.”—Muryland Farmer.
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—

MiLk CeLtar.—A milk cellar will be coolest when
well sunk in the carth, and notanuch above its sur-
face. Eight fect would bo a ﬁwl depth.  Tho wn-
dows, near the top of the walls, sheuld be protected
from the sun, cither by troesor shrubs, or with blinds
or shades } and wire screcas insids should be made
to exclude all inseets.  Covering the hottom wath hy-
draulic cement is not a good conluctor of heat, it will
rendder the cellar warmer in summer and cooler in
winter, by preventing access to tho carth, Good
atone flagging would De better i this_respeet, and
hard burned brick would be Vietter than common
brick.  There should bes ventilating flue run up
from tho upper part of the aparticent, in which the
current of air may be regulated Ly means of a regise
ter.—<Country Gentleman,

Horticulture.
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THE ORCHARD.

—

SHOULD ORCHARDS BE CULTIVATED.

Quite a discussion Lias lately arisen on the quce-
tion whether it is hetter to cultivate, that is, plough
and harrew the ground in our orchands, or to secd
them down and et the ground lie undisturbod.  As
experiment a'one can satisfactorily xolve the problem,
fruit growers have been roquested to give the result
of their expericnce, throwing hight upon the subject.
Roeponding to this request, a correspotident of a co-
temporary writes thus :— .

“f hiave scveral orchands about fifteen of twenty Veatsold, that
have always boeenkept (nsod, and fecelved no ot attention
than » alight |»runlxemy two of threo ycars, and an occaslonal
load of ianure of asat g, AS S COPIIUCNCT, W e
never had n husbel of perfect fruit up 10 the Yoar 1370. e
treos bore pictty good ml:, Hut the fruit was small, wormy at
the core, and knotty, while the trecs themselves Jooked very
tadly. Thesoll {uall of them s a biack gravelly loam ; the trecs
conslst principally of Helleficurs, 8mokehouse, Green Pi;:rln-
and Jtomanites, * Inthe fall o€ 1570, 1 plotighed the ground in
one orchiand, contalning about thirty teees, toa depth of flve in.
cho:7 ;Ya\oiugooddm: of snanure, asd trimmed the trees
carefully, Sinco that titue I have kept the ground cultivated and
the troee carcfully trimmed and seraped, and each year have sio-
ticed s marked impros ement in both trees and fruit untit thisfall,
when § had the satisfaction o€ sending to snatket the finest fat of
Belleficur and Smokchouse spples ever scen in this section,
and which & readily sold at $1.23 per bushel, while apples were
sclling all through our stecets at from 30 to S0 eents.  Tho frult
waglarge, rich flavored nnd high colored, while fromn the trees
growing fnsod 1did not%v:t ten bushels of finst class apples,
This1 think proves very cleatly the dmportance of cuitivating
tho ground snd emplng the trees regularly and carcfully, ss by
e0 doing we can mont effectually destroy 4o harbor of alf the in.
socts nfurions to tho applo, besides giving the trunk and timbs
& healthy, smooth dark, under which the sap can flow frecly in
suflicient quantities to sipen perfect fruit.”

Now the experiment in this caso throws no light on
the question at issue.  The orchanl had simply Licen
acglected, had only an oceasional Joad of ashes orma-
pure and o slight pruning once in two or three years,
Before the question can be fairly tested, the orchard
shonld hiave all the manuring, scraping and prumng
which 1t requires without plougling or disturlung
thexvil. After having taken care of it in this way for
a number of years and resultsnoted, thon the ground
might be ploughed, harrowed and cultivated cvery
year foralikelength of time, and if any difference
were noticed it might with some show of reasomng
be attributable to the atirring of thesoil.  Dut that
tho products of an orchard which has been manared,
pruned, seraped and cared for, should Lo better in
quality aud quantity than of ono that was not sys-
tematically cared for, with or without stirring the
s01), was a resul - most certainly to be expected.

Ouradvice is? ot to zced down an orchand of young,
wing trees, but to stir the soil with the ploughand
cultivator, until the trees have attained neatly their
full 8120, then the orchard may be sceded down and the
growth allowed to remain and decay on the ground,
not cut and carried away. At the same time, the
trees should reecive such su”)lyof manures, ashes, &e.,
aswill keep them in good healthy condition, with a
regular annual washing of the bark with a solution of

wtash or week ley, sad pruning as may be needed.
Ve belicve that when the trees havo beromo large
and the rovts have filled the ground, it is better not
to use the plough in the orchard ; but to keep upats
vigor and productiveness by taking nothing away
from the soil_except the apples, and ap{ﬂym to the
surface such fertilizers as may be needed. ™ The trou-
bleis that when the orchard has heen seeded down,
all care_and attention ccase, pruning is done hy £,
no fertilizers are applied, or i at all, without any
regularity, and the whule thing is left to take care
of itself. Better by far to plough up the orchard
every year and take careof it, % you cannot take
care of it without plouglung.

CLEARING MQOSS FROM FRUIT TREES.

The American Agriculturist says nothing is hetter
than earbolic soap and Jye. Make common lye of
wood ashes, not strong, and add half a pound of car-
bolic soap to a three-gallon pail of bothnglye.  Apply
hot with o swab to old trees. It has been used with
entire success on apple, pear, peach and cherry trees,

destroying every particle of moas it touches.

SHELTER SELTS FOR OROHARDS.

Mr. ¥. R. Elliott, of Ohio, writing to the Cleve.
land MHerall says that the benefit derived from the
planting of Livergreen trees for shelter is due to the
fact that a well grown evergreen gives off continual
warmth and moisture, the intfluence of which extends
only to adistance from the tree equal to its hcight.
Henee he argues that belts of evergreens on the north
and west of large orchands of fifty or more acres
fail of their object, and that to assist in preventing
injury fromn extreme colld in winter, and from the
frosting of the germ bud of tho fruit in spring, ail
orchands shouldl have evergreen trees planted in and
ameng them at distances o a0t more than ono hune
dred and fifty fuet apat.

While we think that much of the benefit of good
helte of evergreens in due to the fact that they break
the force of strong, fvetdnden winds, and thereforo
do not Ihieve that they will eventually prove to be
of no valu, Lut on the conteary that they wild Le of

at value whon e thoy have attained suflicient
vight and strength to arrat the sweep of the wind;
yet 'we do belicvo that Mr Flliott is calling attention
to ah nmchiorating effeet which theso trecs produce -
upon the surrounding atme :{.hm‘, the full henefit of
which can be sccused only 1y planting them, as he
suggests, at jntervals througly the orchard.  How he
has ascertainal that thisinthuence extends only to the
distance of a circle aronmd the evergreen, the radivs
of which is cqual to the hidight of the tree, ho hasnot
told us. An account of the cxperiments by which he
has been ed to these conclusions would be dingly
intcresting and instructive.

YO MAKE PCAR TREES FRUIT.

Many pcrsons complain that Pear-trees are 3o slow
in coming inte Leanng, and mdeed this experience

¥ | has found expression 1 the proverb *¢ Plant pears for

your heirs.” Thisas not trucof all varicties, owever,
as everyone hnows who has cultivatod the Dartlett
pear, for example. M= I W, Coit says that refrace
tory rorts, suchas the Dix and Urbaniste, can be
brought into bearing carly by sccuring, atfirst, o good
healthy growth of well ripencd wood, by meansof thor.
ough cultivation, and then after the tree lizs attained
to a suitable size, any branch may ho thrown into
bearing by eutting it back during the early part of
summer  This will make tho cycs that avo lett form
racettes, throwing out fouror five leaves.  Sometimes
these become bloszom buds znd fruit the next scason,
but at the farthest are certain to blossom the third
‘ear.

’ Our friends who are anxious to sce the fruitef their
pear-trees can try this method, which Mr. Coit com.
mends, cxpecially to those %cntlcmcn who are raising
sueding prars and wash to know the reenlt of ther
labors as speedily as possible.

THE BALDWIN APPLE.

‘This variety has heen reported to be too teader to
endure the climate of our colder latitutcs, yet the fol.
lowing paragraph from the Maine Farmer seems to
indicate that the tree is buth hardy and profitable in
some parts of that cold state : **I raise many kinds of
grafted apples, perhaps nearly all the most noted
kinds raised in Maine, and among all the winter
varictics the Baldwin stands at the head, with me,
The_tree is hardy and prolific; the apple fair and
handsome, and of the right sre ; fine grained and
solul, the heaviest apple that I have ever known ac-
cording to its hulk ; the quality good for either eat.
ting or cooking, and when you carry them to market,
no buyer objects to No. 1 Baldwins. I can get more
i:p“inm from a Baldwin trec than from any other

ind,”

‘The facts are these : The Baldwin is s firstclass
apple, it is raised in Maine in great abundance, and
no other variety, as yet, takes the procedence, There
we thousand upon thousands of nice Baldwin trecsin
thiy State, which I venturo to say, are as hardy or
newly so as any other varicty. And there are thou-
sands of barrcls of this deservedly popular fruit ship-
ped from this State in years when apples are plenty.
So, too, the demand for Maine Baldwins is on the
increase, each succeeding jear bringing some new
customer to our doors.

REGISTERING AND LABELING

The Country Gentleman, very timely ts that
cheap, durable labels for fruit trees can be made of

strips of tin, halfian inch ormore in width at oneend
and tapering nearly to a point at the other. The
name is scratched on the broader end by means of an



