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1t Aheady they wre maling vope, cordage, and
W ol thiete Doon worhs,  We shall watel the pro-
g1 4 of e projected pioneer linen facfory with the
pueoate tanterest, and rejoico in due time to chronicle
s~ cowtPietion and success,

Ao waotds now in reference to the raising of flax
as a larm crop, and the stages and processes of its
preparation for manafucture, may not be uninterest-
g to vur readers,  This most useful plant aecomo-
dates itsett v almost all the climates of the world,
and may bu grown successfully upon any soil of
orginary productive capacity. After thorough tiial
uf’ every description of land from light sand to heavy
clay, the Messrs, Perine are of opinion that flax doces
hest on o strong loam, somewhat inclined to clay.
‘TAey recommend about 7v 1hs.* of seed per acre as
the yuantity to bo used when the plant is raised for
bows seed and fibve.  In this clunate the last week in
April or the first week in May, may be set down as
the proper time for sowing. Seasons vary, however;
and notlnny i3 gained by hurrying in the secd hefore
the land 1s 1o proper tilth, which is sometimes as late
a3 the second or third week in May.  About the mid-
e or end of July, the crop will be ready for pulling,
# proce<s usnally performed by hand.  In Obio it is
1 very common practice to cut flax with a mowing
machine, but thisi. objectionable, asit wastesaportion
i the tibro, and teaves hutt ends which are trouble-
some to the spinner snd manalacturer. A flax-pul-
fing machine which will supersedo the neecssarily
slow baud process is greatly needed,  The inventor
of such a machine would be sure to suahe 4 fortune
by bis patent.  In the meantime, hand-pulhing must
aeeds be tho prevalent mode of gathern the crop.

Tho average yicld of flax is from one-and-a-balt to
tvo tons of green straw per acre,—~or about one ton
when rotted,—and 12 bushels of seed.  Green straw
3 worth about $6 per ton, at the scutching mill, and
sotted straw $10.  Flax seed i3 worth on the average
$1 25 per bushel, At present it commands a highey
igure, the market price being $1 S0 per barhel.  The
above is, according to the experivnce of the Messrs.
Perine, a safv, and i’ anything, a low estimate. In
sne instance, five acres of flax grona in the township
of Waterloo, U.C., yiedded 725 fbv. of dressed fibre
per acre, and 15 bushels of secd. value $49 75 per
sore. This was an unasual yreld.  The crop grew an
1 rich ficld, cluse to the furmer 3 barn,—the season
was every way favorable,—pains were taken to har-
vest the straw properly, and on the whole, this must
be taken as an'instance ol maximum success. Four
to six hundred pounds of dressed flax to the acre is
by no means untommon, and while 12 bushels of seed
per acre is perhaps about the average,us high a yield
ag 24 bushels has been obtained.

In referenco to the cost of thiz crop, and its profit-
ableness, the testimony o1 the Messrs. Perino is highly
satisfactory. They do not consider that more laboris
required for & crop of flax than for a crop of winter
wheat,—indecd the most of what has been raised
under their inspection biad not teceived one-half
the attention as to preparation of the land which is
usually bestowed upon fall wheat. Doubtivssdecper
ploughing and more thorough preparation of the soil
would materially increase tho yield, Tho cost of
harvesting o crop of flax and preparing it for the
scutching mill does not execed $7 peraere, while the
preparation of the land evsts Little of any more than
«hat of any spring crop. The average of the pro-
ducer’s profit, exclusivo of harvesting and preparing
for scutching, is something more than §3U per ere.
All who have grown flax uuder the auspices of the
Messra. Perine, admit that it is far more remuncerativo
than wheat, while it ia perfec8y safe to afirm that it
is 25 per_eent less risky than spring wheat, and 50
per cent less than fall wheat in this country. Noin-
stanco of a failuro in the flax crup has taken place
when tho secd has heen put in at the right ture, and
the land has been in o proper stato of cultivation.
What poor crops have been raised, have been more
thd result of expericnco ot neglect on the part
of the producer than tho fault of the crop itseif.

Tho Messts. Perino purchase tho straw cither in s
green or il rotted state. They also receivoit, and
pot  throngh the scutching process fur the growers,
s four mills grind small luts of wheat for the family
use of tho farmer. Thoso who get flax scutched
for their own use, spin and weavo it into towelling,
linsey woolsey, table-¢laibs, grawn bags, sluruiog, and

other artieles of wearing apparel.  Most of the straw
sold by the furmers at the mills i3 dewarotted by
themselves.  Some of them are beginning to-be quite
wu fard at the votting process, while many ure so inex

penenced in regard 1o it, that the straw they ofler -}ﬂ, p

commands only an juferior price, from e imperect
manuer in whick it is prepared.

Al the mills earvied on by tho Messre, Perine ase |

on what may be styled the old principle. The straw |t

is broken between heavy fluted iron rollers, and
senfehed by means of stecl-bladed knives fixed ina
cast-iron wheel.  The flax is first passed In handsuls
between the vollers, then a man exposes the seed end
to the action of the scutching knives, o process
pecaliar to the Messra, Perine, and by which the seeqd
iz separated from the tow. Unless the sced bo re-
nmoved, it makes rongh places in the manafactared
article, even in cordage. In thenext place, thehand-
ful passes to the ronghers, who partially seutch it,
the finishers then take it and complete the process of
seutehing. By o very simple arrangement of a
frauned stool and Jever, the sentched flax is made up
into hales, when it is ready for shipment and sale,
Most of thefibre produced at the Messys, Perine’s mills
finds its way to the American market, while the sced
not required for next years erop, is sold to Lyman,
Clare & Co., of Montreal, who manufucture linseed
oil, oil-cahe, &c., from it.  The works of tho Messns.
Perine are siwple, and might be regarded by con-
noisenrs us rather primitive in design, yet in the
opiuian of the proprietors, they are superior to some
ot the more modern arrrangewments,  They prefer
their own method to the much-eulogised Rowan ma-
chine, more particularly for the following reasons.
The Rowan machine they think fails insecuring even-
ness of length, and leaves the flax ¢ rat-teiled.” It
also breahs the ends of the bunches too much, and
does nut break the middle sufficiently. Tbis arises
{rom the fact that first one end, and then the other is
put into the machine, leaving the middle only par-
tially broken. Whether this opinion as to the merits
of llowans machine be correct or po, certain it is
that the Messra. Perine succeed in turning out an cx-
cellent article of marketable flax. Specimens of it
wero kindly fi rnished us at our request, and will be
on cxhibition at the office of the Cavaps Fanuer, so
that any parties who {eel an interest in this important
subject, way at any time call and inspect them. In
conclusion. we have to express onr sincere acknow-
ledgements to Mr. J. 8. Perine, for the polite and
ubliging manner in which he set himself to facilitate
the vbyect of our visit, and we cordially wish him and
l&is enterprising brothers all the success they sorichly
eserve.

Rolling Pasture Lands,

The rolling of pasture lands s advisable in all
cases where it is judiclously performed. The effect
of the roller upon grass lands is beneficial, not merely
from the fnct that it smooths and consolidates the
surface, but it protects tho roots from the injurious
effecta of drought, destroys and prevents the forma
tion of unt-bills, and will often prove destructivo to
woles, us well a8 many other enemies to pasture
lands. But in order to secure these beneficial resalts,
the greatest caution shonld bo exercised. On this
subyect Dr. Wilson says :—“Rolling must be judici-
ously performed uuder suitablo cirrumstances of the
tand, else it will bruise the herbage, damage theroots,
closu the pores of the s0il, and, in general, do vastly
more_hatn than good. It ought, if circnmstances
permit, to bo performed about a fortnight before the
ficld hegins for tho season to be depastured ; and it
oaght never, in any circamstances, to bo performed,
except when the sward is quite dry, and when the
s0il, or tho seat of the roots is sufficiently yielding to
prevent ths bruising of tho leaves, or the Tupture of
the roots beneath tho pressuro of the roller.” Sandy
and seini-elastic soils, may be rolled at any timo when
their sward 13 dry 3 but clay lands mn{ be rolled agd-
vanfageously, only when any little lumps or ine-
qualiucs on their surfaoe erumble with the pressure
of tho foot and are not flattened and consolidated,
but enter softly and wholly into the combination
with the surrounding soil.  But whenever o sward is
in the compact and tenacious condition, which is
technically known a3 hido bound, rolling oven under
the most favorable circumstances, would injure rather
than improvo it, and searilsing must be practiced in-
stead, to luosen the surface, to give the roots new fa-
cilitics for absorbing food and producing herbage
and, if thought desirabloe, to servoalso asa powcnui
smc\mcnt ald to tho beoefisial operation of & top-

ressipg of wanure.’~ Geltyrist,
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The Sield.

Uxnpeg this head we propose to Qiscuss the various
matters pertaining to crops of all sorts. Though {he
pregent is not the season for field oi)emtions, yet it is
an excellent time for forming plans to be carried out
when the proper period arrives. Now, when there is
comparative leusure, the farmer should study ouch
‘matters ag the laying out of his farm to the best
advantage, the adoption of a good rotation of crops,
and the cstablishment of a system of keeping farm
accounts. These are poinis of much importance, and
by giving timely attention to them, work will be
done more effectively when the rush of spring busi-
ness comes on.  To carry forward the labours of the
farm systematically and scasonably, requires no little
prior consideration. Ou- seasons are short and limi-
ted, much must be crowded into them, and just as a
govu packer will put far woreinto s box than a care-
less person will do, so will 2 good planuer put far
more work info the year, and get fur more profit out
of it, than bis disorderly, slip-shod neighbour. Then
“aere is immenso satisfaction connccted with having
work under control, so that however busy one may
be, he drives his work instead of letting it drive him.
A skilful farmer will aim to carry on all his labors
with clock-like regnlarily, and thercby secure effi-
ciepey and ocomfort.

Winter is also a good time to firovide choice seed
for springsowing. When thisimportant matterisleft
to the last moment, in oo many cases either the favora-
ble opportunity for sowing islost, or seed of inferior
quality must be put into the ground—Doth of them
evils to be sedulously avoided if possible.

By chopping and hauling a supply of firewood and
fence timber, getting implements into thorough re-.
pair, providing labor-saring contrivances and conve-
niences, and in various other ways, the thoughtful,

i diligent farmer, may make cven the dreary season of

winter contribute largely to the profits of the year.

Culture of the Grasses.

Oxeof the most important operations of The farm
is the cultivation of the various grasses for pas-
ture and hay. Grain, grass and rools comprise
the means of keeping up, without exbaustion of the
soil, or loss of time by fallowing, o judicious and
profitable rotation of crops. When land is in proper
heart for producing heavy crops of the improved
grasses, most other products will grow well upon it.
A thorough discussion of this branch of rericulture
is a larger task than we propose now to uadertake:
but as an important topic, to which we shatl from
time to timo have occasion to advert, a few words in
our first number secem to be appropriate.  The man-
agement of meadow and pasturo lands is a matter on
which too many farmers bestow very little thought
and attention, from the general prevalenco of the
iden that man bas but & very small part to play in
sccuring o good forage crop. It is usually regarded
as almost wholly o question of wet or dry weathor.
1f the epring ho showery, a good growth of pasture
and a large yield of hay aro expected as matters of
course ; and if the spring be dry, fellure is looked upon
as certain.  Without now alluding to artificial irriga-
tion as a remedy for drought, fariher than to say it is
in many cases » very practicable cxpedient, and by
no means tho Utopian aflair many think it, there are
several ways in which tho uncertainties that be-
get tho grass crop may be lessened, Deep calture,




