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nity md a power which prove that it is
divine.”

Ity wuld indeed seem strange that

God,, who so cgrefully fizes down and‘
_ limits the proportion of tiine that be-’

longs to Him, should leave to man’s
wild and wanton will the-proportion of
substance. If it needs & barrier and
boundary to guard our time from
being devoted entirely to self, how
much more is it necessary that some
bounds be set to that overmastering
passion of the human heart—love of
money—which is the root of all evil.
‘When we turn, therefore, with un-
prejudiced hearts to the Word of God,
we find clear evidence (as we endea-
voured to showlast month) : 1st. That

God has. alwaye, from 'the days ot

Eden, claamed 4 share of man’s
earthly possessions. 'This -claim he
¢an no more forego. w1th s&fety to
man’swelfare and to his own authority,
than he can forego his lordship over
man. Thls is the homage vwhich the
vassal owes his Lord, the refusal of
which (compare Gen. "xH. 10, margin,
and I. Sam. x. 27, and Psalins ii. 12,
Ixxvi, 11) is a sign of rebellion invol.
ving forfeiture of lands, outla,wry, and
.even death, but for God's great mercy.
nd. That the proportion of substance
hasg been_ fixed as definitly as the pro-
;portnm of time. Just as the number
seven i8 ar\vhedbo fime and acts of
worship, 8o “tenis applied to means and
substance for the maintenance of the
ministers of religion, and the edifices
aanorms of worship, as We endeavotr-
ed then to'prove.

“Butto complete the zrule for giving
it isneéessary that definite peiiods of
_ya.ymén’c ‘be fixed. In the monéy
aff5irs of men'the précigetime on whith
an obhgahon tc»pay matires is fied in
viriting, ‘and sinofig: business men it is
;:onm&bre& of the'gréatést importance
that ) 8yment ‘be Aaadé o' the agy.
This la.w is 50 vital #o commerdial
transactions, that commercml inen

:and bills.
‘nients deépreciate the value of govern-

-railroad shares.

i modein ages,”
commenting-on these words, ‘““can add

‘brief rule.
-ant principle nécessary fo the accom-
‘plishiment of the great eid in view. All
‘that is needed i8 simple obédienceiorit,
jm—order to fill the i:teasunés of the
‘Christin ‘Church, to skeure for the
chuirch thig favor of God, whickfollows

view it as a calamity if they are hmél-
ered from meeting on time the recur-
ring obligations of rents, salaries, notes,
Failures to meet engage-

ment debentures, or bank stock, or
«The first thmg,”
said a weli-known financier talking to
Mr. Speer sbout Christian finsnces,
““the first thing to be secured is period-
icity.” Periodicity is a striking feature
in God's movements in nature. The

heavenly bodies have their periods, (so

have the seasons, so have day and

.night) which they observe with un-

failing regularity; in this they are an
emblem of God’s moral government,
and alesson to his church, We there-
fore find-the periods for yiving fixed in

the Jewish economy (which was'the
.Chyrch under fraining for Christ’s
coming), like the .grand and regulax

march of the forces of nature. The
new-moon, the first fruits, the day of

.deliverance from Egypt, the seventh
.day and the seventh year; ard the
.seventh year multiplied by seven, all
this to train God’s people o habits of

punctuality and periodicity in the offer-
ing of their gifts to the Liord.

The same law of regularity and sys-
tem is enjoined on the New Testament
Church in the memorable words of
Paul.

“TprON THE FRST DAY OF THE WEEK
LET EVERY ONE OF YOU LAY BY HII IN
STORE, ACCORDING iS (GOD HATH PROS-

'PERED HIM, THAT THERE BE 'NO GATHER-
INGS WHEX L conME.”

1 Cor. xvi. 2.
¢“The most consuxhindte financier
says Mt. Speéers,

nothing t6, and take tothing from this
It contains every lmport~




