
1 t . 1 .

-The .Z->rme8s Alied.' 497

on thgÈ daxk Decexhiber ýmorniug -of' 1878, vas of Satisfyingbein
pleteness-even inis sortness. Life ha:dgiven her its best. She
had. not only "Iived and loved,"'but been herself WeIl and.tonderly
and deser-vedly beloved. Sorrow hàd touchedý ler, hot to çxn-
bitter,. but to raise -and enlighten ; -ber life-work was high, and,
good- and true- andit, rieceived a stamp of' mournfuI -dignity fronx.
the very manner of the death that eut it short, sinde she died
fitly, a martyr to the beautiful womàn1y affections; which _iad
been the master-spring of ber existence.

-A qertain barmony and grace,. rather than., any -more- àtriking
qualities, mÉark the, story, of Princes .Aliées early ýyears, spolit ini
happy sec1usio¶h even in, the very heart of rêyàI ponip and glitter.
Th ey were fil'ed, with the,.best childiàh, happîness. '<Freshb
bloomingandhealthy; ,cheerful, merry, full of fu and inischief;
boldaud, fearless -as. aboy," -the, Princess, likeý mosts ttong, high-
spirit.ed. children,. did. not ail at once -unfold' the inteIIectu1.,
1)âwers andl deep moraltqualities with -which..ber ,la t'r, life wàs
to->*bloom. lier beautiful, spring-time wMs, however,,soon ýtôÔ pass

In 1960 cdame -ber betrothal, ta
Prince Louis of Eesse, to crown a
love-story ýas siimply-swetb as that
of any lôwly maiden;- and lu the
midst- of 't g. p eaains for 1er -

future household, feu :that sudden
illnàess.,that àtartlingý rêmoval, of the
Prince' Consort, truh'ho rn
cééAliewap t f lie CONSORT

teË, the- bestsùppjort. of her mother, the strong .and.,gentIs-a%çe1
of thé whole: household.

* Thus xneèllâwedý and softçned by the touch ýof sacred. sàrroW3;
she.entered on the-serio'Us duties of ber new existence4. In,.the

*following July ber -maYriage closed the purely English ýchapteT-of
her life; 'but that she remained stili Engiàh in her sympthies,
is -plainly shownin the'affeetionateletters- ta. ýthe- bereaved -mnther,

*which Èiw begin, and- continue from year ýta; yçer; a- simple
domaestiechronicle, only to be eclose-d at the bidding of great
Dea th. Through ýthis- stoy of wedded lire arxd ïnutherhood.
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