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Christcndomi are yielding to the
centripetal attractions wvih are
bringing together and strengtlien-
ing the hearts of carncst meni in ail
the Churches wlio are yearning to
unitc in comimon Christian endeav-
our. The following utteranýces of the
Hon. Edwvard Blake, of the Cliurch
of Engiand, express, we believe, tie,
convictions of many thouglitful
niindls:-"Thiere is, I tink,," hie
said, "no more hopeful sign than
the degreo of chiarity following the
unity which. exists ini these latter
days amoxngst tie Christian Churches,
and thougli I believe there are points
of différence between us and sister
Churches, we are falling more and
more into the spirit of the Gospel,
aw1 there is a tendency to dwvel
more upon those points on %vhich wc
.agree than on those on whichi we
agree to differ." While this.îpiritis
growing amone, the laity of ail the
Churches, niay we not hope that
their rcligious teciohrs and guides
shall fostor tiec saune gonerous spirit,
and be thieir leaders iii this great

iovement towvard Christian unity
and co-operation?

IRow SHIALL CHRISTIAN UNITY
BE PROMOTED?

In the first place by cultivating
more and more the erowyning glace
of Christian charity-the divine and
het-rcnly principle of love-love te-
ward God and lov-e toward the
brethiren-that charity Qit suffereth
long and is kind ; tint rejoiceth not
in * iniquity, but rejoicetm ini tîe
tr.tlm; that beareth ail things, ho-
lieveth ail thixmgs, hopeth aIl things,
endureti ail things. Let us reeog-
nize the excellences in oaci otîmer.
Let us broaden our horizon, enlarge
our sympathies, and dweil more and
,..ore on tic blessed thougit of the
true feilowship of saints and th eir
spiritual uiiity i11 thc gzLeat essentials
of saving fAith and holy lives. Lot
us çwlwol 1cms upon our mutual differ-
ences, and more upon our common
agreements.

WVe can suirely find muci, to ad-
mire in those g-reat historie Churclies
%vhich liave een for centuries thc
conservators of truti and bulwark-s

against popery, infldelity, igno~
rance and sin?î May we not admire
in the Anglican Ohurch that comnely
and pious liturgy, ftom Nvhich Meth-
odisin, the ivorld over lias so largely
borrowed ; and those prayers whic4i
suFstained the hearts of the martyrs
anxid the fires of Smithfield? In the
gra nd old Presbyterian Churcli-
heroic daugliiter of the Reform ation.
-can wc not, forgetting the Five
Points of Calvinismn, bo touched to
reverence by tlîe sublime definitions
of Christian doctrine in the M'est-
nlinster Confession ?

Why should we eut ourseiires off
fromn the historie past ? Througli ail
the agés God lias been building up
His spiritual Church -the great
"City of God, " of wvhich Augustine
wrote. Its citizens are thegoios
comnpany of the apostles, the goodly
feilowvslip Gf the propliets, the noble
army of martyrs, the lioly Church
throughout ail the world. That
Chiureh-the tyipe on carth of the
dhurch of the redeemed ini ieaven-
is a grander, ivider, nobler thing
than any of the many isnis into
ivhich it is di'rided.

That, therefore, the Chur-cli on
earth may becomo more like the
Church in heaven, let us hall witli
joy every sign of its ap-proaching, uni-
fication ; let us reciprocatte heartily
every overture toward Christian
unity. "The timne for eontroversy,"
says Bishop Coxe, " is past, thie tii-e
for conferences lias corne. " Let us
hear what our brcthren of other
Cliurches, who earnestly desire Chiris-
tian union, have to suggest. Ité is no
proof of strength of conviction to
refuse to listen to the convictions of
others. " Strike, but lîear me!"
said the Grecian sage; and ibis only
just to hear whiat an adversary lias
to, say before prejudging and con-
denining hini. A&nd let us hear wirh
candour, without attributing mio-
tives other thaij those which are
expresscd, or reading into his utter-
ances a rneaning other tlîan that
which is avowed, or affiming a stiga
wvhieh xnay not, oniy be uncliaritaoie
but unjust.

Mcthodism can wcll afford to
hold out the olive brandi to other
Churches. Almost alone of tlie


