
1?.STIV.AL OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST.

The prophet Malachi also 400 yeas prev.. it may> bc asked what has this te do with
oualy had epoken cf hima as the. "messenger St. John, and what are called the St. Joena
who wculd go before the face of Jehovah," tires? We auswer, much. The only two
andIas "Eis," who wonld bring about a nativities ànciently observed b>' the Chris-
great reformation in Israel. tian Church were otzr Lord's (25th Dec.) tind

There ie a legend ini the church, that in St. John the Bsptist's (24th June.) Hlow
consequence. cf these propiiecies aud the ana whore do ire tind these dates? Froin
w7onderful circumstences which happened at tradition oui>'. Tue New Testamprit telle
làs birth, the jealcusy cf Hercd the cruel ne in the irords cf the angel te Matry at the
bIng cf Judea wae aroused, and hie mother turne of hier conception. «"thie je the sixth
vras obliged te fiee wîth him te the deserts month vitii hot who was calledl barren."
where hoe was brought up in strict seclueicu. There irere, thon, exact>' six monthe- bc-
W. keoir from St. Luke, let 80, that h.e was tween them. Are there an>' important
in the deserts unûtil the day cf hie showing events in the scier year six menthe apart,
mito lerael; and as we are airare that in with which these signi6icant dates in the
theso deserts thcre wse a sect or ordêr cf Christian Church might b. synchronized

eople called the Essenes, who spent their wbich would have the effect cf inducing
lves in ccntemplatiun, and were bound te. those who were indulging iu idolatroneprso.

gether hy mytic rites, it je concluded that tices on these days ta turu thema into Chris-
St. John muet have been brougit jute cen- tian wership; and above ail, 'winniug tubt
tact with thein, jcined thieir bcdy sud re- 1 secret socioty cf ceneervatives te cesse thoir
ceived their mystic degrcee. And s it is 1 opposition sud perfori their time-honored
cLaimed that these were emtsentially the saine rites under a truer snd holier diepensatien?
as those cf the aucient order which je uow There are.
etyled Freemasour>', John ws an honored The winter solstice, the day when the sun
ruember and patron cf the. craft, which ail entera the tropie cf Cepricern aud apparently
rire. Mlasens shculd dtflight te follow. . stands still fer-a feir dayêe, je the 22ud cf

The Savicur styled him, in the text " a Deriember, se near Christmas that the two
'burning aud a ehining light." This referg, perieds, might irell ceake8ce; snd thes sue-
ne doubt, te the worir which hie jninistry imer solstice is the 22ad cf June, se near St.
accompliehed, fer the Lord Jeans izoee on te John the Baptist'e day that the heathen
zay te the Jewe, "sud y. wvere williug for a and chrietian festivals might b. celobrated
messon te rejoice in hie light." Soin. aup- together, under a chriatian naine. -For the
pose that the firee te which 1 alIudîid at the saine reseon, likely, Cstnedrals andt Round
commencement cf this discoure are kindled Towers are alwaysfound, inIrelandincennex-
as coxumemorative cf this Temarkahlo ex ion. And a curions mystical idealwas early
prssion cf hie worth sud iinfluence; sud 1 suggested b>' thetimesat whichtbetwo birth-
ave net the. alighteat dloubt that mnany cf days ivere kept in allusion toe Baptiet's own

those who hindle thera are actnated by the worde,(John 3, 30) 6"lie muet incresse but I
pureet sentiments cf (Jhr.stian devotion, but muet ciecrease, ' se that fo crur Lord's na-
X also kueir that thousande are induced to tivity the daye begin te leugthen sud ftoin
build and light them with no other motive than qSt. John's te shorten.
a blind adherence to an ancient custoîn-that It may b. neceesar>' te, sa a few words
oestomi origfinating in the worship of the sun, here te guard frein the misconceptien to,
the. oldeet perhaps cf ail religions frein the which prejudice is elwaye liable. Some per-
llUofminu. It iras the religion cf the sons are se auxicue te flght the battIs be-

Phoeniciane, f rein irbee il la more than pro- tween christianit>' aud paganisin over sgain,
bable the Celtic race are descendud; the re- that they wcuid like te banish ail festivals
ligieon which. but the Ruuud Towers snd es- sud rites which sesin te have the alîghtest
tablishe I mexîy cther superstitions rites sud appearance cf a heathon crigin. But why?
Practicea. 'Vhere is ne errer in religion but is fonnded.

It je welI known that chribtianit>' when it on seme trnth irnplautee in human nature
firat came into contact wvith paganisrm fierccly but grest>' perverted. If days sud seasons
opposed such rites, but conid net entirely sud rites Lave bees fonnd by ai experlence
auppress them, owig te somne deeply seated te b. neeful or necesssry te the preservation
antagonrinm, whether inhorent in the race, cf s systein; wh% net maire use cf thein in
or what le more likely, fostered by a secret tenching sud estabhebing that systera which
conclave or fraternity similar te, if net the. we believe te be the trae ene. It ie suppos-
ver>' saine as Freemasonry, which, is dlai- ed that many christian observances sud or.
t'cd te have exiated before the tinte cf the. pu. naments have been borrowed f roui paganismi,
triarchs Abraham n d Job, sud consequent. sud it is, ne doubt, truc that seme sarI>'
ly long anterior te the writinga cf Messes. hea.,hen observances were taught mankind
Allber centurica cf conflict these nenge be9yGdsip'nigHeamtbslwi
gan te b. tolerated, sud fuInelly became in.- their heata, snob as worship, oblation, sac-
wrapirated and identified wath the. christian rifles, the times cf noir m1oorîs, etc. AUnd if

religion itzoîf, under noir naines sud with Frea Mazons are the sioes!r cf thue go-
more bleesed sud trnthfnl associations. But cieties we mere banded tegether for th.


