
810 .Militia kmpli,

Fraters of the Canadian Branch of the Un ited Orderu of the Teinple and
St. John of Jerusalem-Greting

V. D. + S. A.

It is with more pleasure than I can well express, that I now meet you, and have
the 1 rivil. go assign:ed to me of cong atulati' g you o- the at tain ment of our wisles,
in the establishment of a Nattioînal and Ind"pendent Great Priory of Kniglits Te in-
plar for the Dominion of Canada. Cirenunstances whiclh were quite unf.seen, and
which it is not now necessatry to refeir to, prevented our menorial being fully brought
to the nctice of H. R. Highness the Grand Master until la<t yvar, when I received
a communication from the Arch-Chancellor, the lIon. Juîdge J. F. Townselnd LL.D.,
of Dublin, saying that he l'ad! received the commands of the Princeof Wales, addressed
to him as his Aien-Chaneullor, tu isforn the Cana.lian ment. rialists that II. IL 1L had
di- ected their petition to be dealt with at the next Convent General accokding to the
sta.ttutes, unîder his advice as the Arch-Chancellîr of the Order. h'lie Couvent General
did not muet until the 29th of la,t October, wlhen, in the absence of H R Iighness in
India, the Elarl of lauerick, Great Prior of Engl.ind, piesidt d, who, with his wonted
feelings of g-ood will and interest towards the Canadian braicit of the Ordr, not only
brought forward the nmemorial, but moved and warmly supported the motion of a
resolution, seconde 4 by the Sub-Prior. Major Shadwell IL. Clerke, that the prayer of
the petition be adopted, by adnitting ('anada into the union of the Templar Body of
England and Ireland as the National Great Priory of the Dominion of Caniada. To
this the Convent Geerail acceded in tlie m..st cordia! manner, as intimated to me a
few days aft..r the meeting. by the courtesy of the Great Irior Lord Limerick. A
cettilied copy of this resoluition, si .ned by the ArehChancellor and Vice-Chaneullor,
has also bcen lately forwarded to tue, whichî together withi the Patents under the sign
1ianual of H. R. -I. the Grind Ma-t. r, authorizing the formation of the Great Pi iory,
and naming me as the fiist Great Prior, will now bu preserved in the 21rehives of the
Cansadian Order, as a liasting mement of our complete independence as a Sove-reign
Body, sprung fromt the guod old Engli,>h stock.

Sir Knights! Much as I prize tlic higli honor that has fdilen to mny lot-and be
assured I do feel it as such -of becoming the Suipreme Head, under Royal authority,
of this National Grand Body, I feel prouder ard more gratified after having intro-
duced, and f.r so many vears conduct. d tse affairs of the Order in Canada, in main-
taining your good opinien; and the more than cordial manner vith which you have
alwavs been pleased to receive me and the steady support and co-operation you have
so long afforded me, lias now been in the most gratifying and constitutional mnanner
more than crowned by success, in lie establbshment of our independent National
Great Priory, without severine our connection with the Parent Body. I trust %ou iwill
give me credit for the sincerity of ny motives whten I say it was not in the lcast de-
gree the love of authority or a desire to euforce , the one man power," that in4uecd
me so persistently to maintain ny own opinion as to the advisability of continiing
a dependency of the Great Priory of England, until flic time arrived when vwe co-uld
separate with hon -ur and dignity to ourselves. Looking to the future of the Order,
when I snall no longer be at tise hcad of atfairs, I never allowed expediency to stand
in the way, being dletermined, if possible. to ensure the Order being placed upon a
film basis, and its future ,tatus permanently secured.

OF THE CONVENT OENERAL AND UNION OF THE ORDER.

It may not be quite clear to some of our fratres whv we should still wish to con.
tinue under the " Couvent Genera ;" but I need scarcely point out to you, that as a
National British Society, nt) more honorable position could l'e held than that of being
united with the other national branchs of the Order over whom H R. H. the 1-leir-
apparent to the Throne is the governinsg -power, and which Her 'Most Gracious Ma-
jesty the Queen has been pleas.ed especi ,llv to patronize. This I look uposn alone
as a gscat distinction and privilege, the countenance of lier Majesty being a guaran-
tee of the purity, through conservative doctrines and Christian principles, of our
Order.

The avowed object of this Templar Union was to incorporate the branches in Eng-
land, Ir land, and Scoiland under one Royal Head, by the reciprcation of rites,
priveleges, and dis.'bilitics; as, correctly speaking, the re should not be any separate
bodies in the socie'ty, which is or Ahi enid be. c ne, and indisoluble i although want of
knowledge of the correct principles of the Order in some cases, and political exigencies


