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useless now for any purpose of protection ; the sword alone of ail the ancient impIe..
ments of w'ar, fitted to the hand of inan, is the sane to-day as in the earliest age, so
ilasonry, fitted to the hand and touching the leart of man, is the only instituiion
which has comie down to us through ail the ages unsullied and untouched. The
order, like every other human institution, has had its times of ebbing and reflux. It
came into public proninence at a time wlen nearly ait society vas given up to dis-
sipation. To sucli and extent vas this the case, that in nany of the old courtly
halls, a page was kept to loosen the neckties of the guests after dinner. We nust
not ble the institution but the state of society for very much of vhat is bad and
unprepossessing about it. Ve have through it all preserved the ancient )and marks,
and besides this we have very greatly raised the wierm-trk. Trime vas when eustom
placed the flowing vessel upon the lodge table, as these old relies show, (pointing to
a pair of decanters) It is said thbat inen upon leaving our order fall away from their
principles, it must bc proved that, lad they not been Misons, they would have been
no worse. The recollection of what they have learned in the Lodge-roorn nust ever
attend thiem no matter where the wander. In the field of battle, with bayonets
crossed, a sign, a word, lias turned the tide of hate to streans of love. At sca, the
shipwrecked mariner lias gleaned nany a ray of hope fron the recognition of a
brother. Manv a starving faiily have been saved fron utter ruin, by the timely help
iwhich only Masons know hîow to afFord. The speaker liere gave a nunber of instances
whici lad corne under his owun personal notice where ivhiole fanilies had be-n sup-
ported in conmfort and competence by the generosity of Masons, unasked and
untlouglt of.

lHnot lh.tscasun, Esq . vas then called upon, and addressing the chair-said
What shall I say Most Worshipful Grand Master, viat shall I say my brcthren?
What shall 1 say to you not only ladies onlv, but sisters, wives and daughters of mny
bacthrn-I mnight. now well use the words of the old song, -They stole mv child
away; for bave they not robbed me of that whici I had inu tend-d to say, and lefL me
standing upon nv own resources. Under these circumstances I have no other atter-
native than to address myself to the ladies,-and for a little while te discuss some of
tleir objections. He then referred, first grand objection to that husbands should have
no secrets fron their wives, and bere lie hiumorously charaecterized the thousand and
one secrets that ladies have froni their husbands. On this branch lie offered that
iwith the consent of the Grand Master, lie vould bc prepared at the close of the
meeting to assist in tlc initiation of any lady present to the degree of an entered
apprentice, and would ever be quite w'illing to act as Junior Deacon. This reimark
vas grreted ivith roars of laughter froin the initiated, the ladies looking on in blank

astonislment. A nmnber of other objections were treated of in a like happy rian-
ner, and especially that one which attributed to iasonie meetings intemperance and
excess, denying in the imost enipliatie ternis. that the use of intoxicating liquors, or
any vice or frivolity vas low allowed within c the walls of a Masonie Lodge We are
nuable, with our liimited space to follow the speaker through his nasterly answers to
the numerous and common objectiois, nor do we pro-fess to give any satisfactorv
accouint, of the impressive manner in whîich lie appealed to his audience, asrting
that the Holy Bible there before then, and upon which lie laid his hand, was the
foundation and ground-work of aIl Masonic principles and inysteries, witlout wlich,
no lodge could be opeiced, no candidate initiated, nor any other work perforn.id. At
this point the speaker again turned to the ladies, and said lie was about to tell thern
unless prevented by the Grand Master, the great secrets of Freemasonry. lie said
this lodge lias placed befure you the words Faiith, Hope and Charity, and the words
Wisdoii, Strenîgtli and Beauty, but the great secret have they withleld, Lore, Purity.
Fidliy. Love the great passion of theîhuan heart, had ever been so recognized.
Fideliv lie described as th <.bligation whicih every nason took upon hiimself, not
only to be faithiiful to a brother, and the otside world, but also as faithful in the
fuiltilment of his vows to his wife or sweethieart. Purity w-as the highest virtue to
wlich a human bcing could hope to attain, and on this point lie asserteil that
miasonry required of ail its neimbers the most perfect pmty, and especially toward
the wives, sisters and daughters of the brother Masons, and declare that one of their
most solcina obligations was not only to protect their honor, integrity and good fame,
but also to visit with the most condign punishient that Mason whio should offend.
More lie said -God lelp the Mason vho within these valls should be convicted of a
breacli of this vow2 The speaker closed with an emphatic app)eal to the ladies, to
lay aside thîeirprejidices, to consider the matter fairly, and to feel that as Masons,
inen are better husbands, fathers, brothers, sous. le reminided themi that they were
the sisters to the millions of Masons scattercd over the ivhole world, and upon whose
protection they conld at any moment rely.


