“1 shall tell you,” replil Peter, point-
ing to a chair
speak. But ho chnuged his mind. Peten

Tom eat down, and scemed about to
looked at him curiously.

“ Perthaps,” Peter said ot last, *you
know My reasons for requesting ao in-
terview with you here 7

“1 cannot say that I do,” answerell
Tom.

There was another pause, during which
the ticking of the clock could bo s~
tinetly heard.

“You have no idea ? inquired DPeter.

“T have no ides,” replicd Tom.

“Do you remember,” nsked the older man,
a little norvously, “ that when old John
Vansittart disappeared so suddenly from
the Grange there were some persons who
besieved that he had been foully mur-
dered ?7°

{Tom passed his hand through his bair.
“John Vansittart,” he muttercd to him-
self. .

“The nffuir,” continued Petor, *“ was
never cleared up.”

“It was noever cleared up,’” said Tomw.

' “But why,” he addvd, “do you roturn

to this subject ?” .

“You may woll ask,” said Peker, ¢ why
I return to it.”

‘Antd so cn. There is so much of this
kind of thing in my recent novels that
il Il the lines of it were placed on end
{ daresay they would reach around the
world. Yel I am never charged with pad-
ding now. My writiug is said to bo bLeau-
tifully lucid. ®fy shipwreck has made
several intelligent critics ask if I have ever
been a sailor, tLovgh I don't mind say-
ing here, that like Douglas Jerrold, [
only dote upon the sea .from the beachs
I have b2en to Dover, but no further, and
you will find my shipwreck told (more
briefly) in Marryatt. I dashed it off less
tban two months pgo, but for the life
of me I could hot say whether my ship
was scuttled, or went on fire, or sprang
a leak. Henceforth I shall only refer to
it as the shipwreck, and nmy memory will
de all that is required of it if it pre-
vents my mistaking the novel that cont
tains the shipwreck. Even if I did that,
however, I know from expericuco that
my reputation would b2 as safe as the lives
ol my l.ading charucters. Ibegan my third
novel, ‘meaning to make my hero some-
thing of a coward, but though I worked
him out pfter that patter for a time, I
hieve changed my plan. He is to b2 pecu-
liarly heroic henceforth. This will not lose
me my reputation. It will be said of my
hero that he is drawn with no ordfnaxy
skill, and that the author sees the two-
sideness of overy man’s character. s
for the fourth story, it is the second.
ono over again, with the shipwreck omit-
ted. One night when I did not have o
chapter to write—a rare thing with me—
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#THE ANTIDOTE®

I read over tho first part of this fourtk
‘ale—another rare thing—and found it so
slip-shod as %o b3 ungrammatical. The
secomtd chapter is.cntizoly tuken up with
a disquisition on bald heads, but the humor
of it will bo sail to increcase my reputa-
tion. Sometimes when I become despond-
ent of cver losing my reputation, I thiak
ol taking a wholo year to write one novel
fn, just to see what 1 really could dos
1 svonder avhether tho iadulging oublid
would hotice any diﬂcrcuce? Perhapy L
could not write carcfully now if 1 trieds
he small scction of the public that
gurgacs whieh of the four-iu-hond writers
I am may think for a momont that
this story of how I tried in vain to losc
wy reputation avill heip me toward tho
goal. Thoy are wrong, however. The pub-
lic will stand anything from us pow—or:
they would get svmothing botter.—J. Mt
Bartric, fn “ A Holiday in B:di”

AP
A SPRINKLLE OF SPICE.
Money talks, yes, but nover gives itsolf

away. !

A won is judged by tho cigars he gives
to his friends.

Qfrs. ‘R—Why, Mr. H., isn't that Misg
M?

Mr. H.~That was hor name I believe.

Mrs. R.—-Ah, sho's married then! And,
pray do tell me Wkt nurrow-brained, sim4
pering idiot pcvia have wmarried her ?

Mr. I.—~You refer to the minister who
y sriormed the peremony, I presume, as [
am her husband.

A YOUNGSTER'S DEFINITION OF A
. SNORE.
Mother.~*Paul, just step into the next
room and sec 3f grandpa is asleep,”
Paul (returning after a short time)—
“ Mawmma, the whole of grandpa is asleep,
vuly his snose keeps awake yeti”—Hum-
oristische Blaettor.

Ambiguous.~She— How was your speech
at the club received the other night 2

He—When I ent down thoy said it was
the b st thing I cver did.”

WENT TO A GOOD PLACE.

Dentist : No; I've no objection to your
sitting in my office during my extracting
hours, but why do you want to o sucH
& peculiar thing? |

Young Man.—I've bren delegated Ly our
class to et points for a new college

sell. . .
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She fillod hor now pullfed sleoves with gaa,
vnd whea tho wind was right,

Toward the World's Fair she lit out,
vind soon was out of sight.

IMPORTED WIT.
A LIVELY DOSE.

W Avorthy docior, residing in the Ruo
sles Carottes, told his man to take a box
of pilla to ouo of his paticnts, aud at
the same time deliver o cvo containingt
8ix canaries, at th2 houso of a friend r)f
his, By a etrange oversight the man pro-
sented  the cage ito the pationt, with the
following prescription : “Swallow o
couple every half-hour.”—Esprit des Autres,

SEMPER IDEM.

Drowning Mun :—*“Help! Do throw meo
a life-belt 17

Passenger (a tailor)—“ Most happy to
obig . Whai s.5 10und 1h; waist, plcase?”’
~Leber Land und Meer.

—

Just as soon as the moun has quarters
cnough, sho always gets full.

—

Little Florence Wheeler is tho ouly girl
n o pig family of boys. Some one asked
hor when she was to bogin going to school.
“Dust mas soon as I dots into pantd!'”
was the solemn and sincere answer,

Farmer (in pawnshop, surprised at tho
diversity) — 'Pon my soul!
{Freiballstein— How much You vant or
it?

“Dil you advise Howler to cullivato
bis voico ¥’ “Yes.” Oh mercy! What

for?" A rain-producing machine.

AN INCURABLE CASE.

A certain ecelebrated New York doctor
1s noted for his gruffness, Not long ago
an elegantly dressell lady belonging to
the Four Hundred called at his olfice.
“Whar con I do for you ?” asked Dr.
Gruf?, not looking up from his writing.

* 8is . aw Mrs. Sturvenant hanicker-
bocker Van Astorbilt.”

“ Do you wvant to be treated for 1t ?”

“ Are ‘the Misses Duwmahoe in?” . he
asked. ““She are,’ returned Bridget,
 but the young ladizs *3 out.”



