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THE DRUNKARD'S HOME.

V. G. Ramsey.

It. was a little farm house nestled
down among the hills. It would have
been u pretty place if there had not,
been nhout it a look of neglect and,
decay. The hills were bright with:
sunshine or charming with weirdly!
shifting shadows. It was May. The]
:gple trees, that all winter had shiver-:
:d in the cold, showed that Spring had !
come. The brown coats nad tallen:
away from the buds, and the soft green
leaves were peeping ont. The daffodil |
under the window was pushing up its:
ﬁellow tips, and under the pine trees

the wayside the mayflowers showed |
their fragrant blooms.” O yes, but for!
the trail of the serpeat, it might have’
been a pretty and happy home. ‘

A little girl not mote than seven:
years old, stood on the door step.  She
wore u tattered calico dress and old!
boots that might have been her
mother's. Her c¢yes were blue, and o
mass of golden brown hair lay uncomb-
ed over the shoulders. You would
have called her pretty, oniy her
face was so thin and sad. She held
a few wet sticks in her arms, and;
gazed with tear-dimmed eyes down.
the rough road that lead over the hills
to the viilage.

“The doctor is coming,” she sad,
after a while. 1 sec his gig and the

ray horse.” Then she opened the;
gnor and weut iuto the house.

The doctor drove up, tied his horse
to a tree, and went in. The child that
we saw at the door was putting the |
wet sticks into an old, cracked stove
that putfed and smoked but gave no:
heat. In one cornet of the room was a
low bed with ragged covers, on which |
a pale woman lay with hall shut
eyes, a little baby on her breast

The doctor walked straight to the
bed, and taking one of the sickd
woman’s handsin his, placed his finger
on her wrist. He had been there
before, and had left his patient a few
days ago, as he hoped, in « fair way to-
recovery. Twrning to the child he sad?
sharply, ** kisie, where isyour father?”

1 doun’t know,” she said, " he has
not been home in three days.”

*Who takes care of your mother
and the baby?”

“Ido the best T can, sit™ a great sob
almost choked her  * but sinee mamma
does not speak 1do not know what to
do.”
* What do you give her to eat "

“She told e how to make gruel:
and shg ate some, and | ate some, too;
but the flour is all gone, and we have
had nothing to day.” !

The doctor sprang to his feet, *Is®
it possible?” he cvied.  “You are
starving " ‘

“ Yes, sir "—the tears began to flow;
—*the baby cried this morning, but!
she has been still since; and mamma |
has not spoken. | think they are;
asleep, but I am very cold and hungry.”

“No fire and uno fuel!” said the
doctor, examining the smoking stove.

He went back to the bed and Look the
baby up. * Dead,” he said, as he lnid
it back. Then he found a cup and a
little water, and, pouring something
from a vial which he took from his

ket, he put it to the womau's hips

“Too late!” he said, * She cannot
swallow.”

Just then a woman with a shawl
over her head opened the door. She
had come from a farmhouse half »
mile away. )

«] felt uneasy,” she said, coming
forward, ‘“‘and thought I would run

to take

i 15 nothing, not & cramb here! Lnast
go home and get things."

over and sec how Mrs, Wells s getting
wlong.”

“Look 17 eried the doctor, ™ here's a
sight. which you have never seen before
in this Christian land ! Misery, starva-
tion, and death ! And the brate whom
this woman called husband, and the
father of these children, is doubtiess
drunk at the saloon over there,” He
thaew out his hands with a fievee ges-
ture towards the village.

Mes, Allen cast a lnni ott the bed and
comprehended the situation,  ** Merci-
ful God!" she cried: *“must such
things be ¥ I feel it in iy heart to
curse the vipers who are selling the
witter of death and taking the bread
from staving women atd children.”

“Curse them! Yes, curse them to
yvour heart’s content! Kiery curse
will be echoed in heaven.’

fiut, doctor, who licenses these
men? They say they are doing a law-
ful busmess - that theie license fees
helps to support the govermment, to
increase the school fund, to make our
toads and build our bmdges. My
heart s sick, and [ feel that there is a
fault ~omewhere hesides tn the liguor-

sellers,  Are we all partaking of thew
ISTILEA
The doctor’s face grew  criamson.,

“Hete's work for you,” he cred,
“This child niust be fed or she will go
with her mother.”  He took little Else
from the floor where she had thrown
hersett in a passion of tears,

Mrs. Allen saw that she had started
i stbjeet on which the docetor did not
wish to converse, and wisely ~aid no
more ; but et herself (o seareh the
closet for something eatable. ** The
Lord have mervey,” she cried: * there

“ Yes, yes!” eried the doctor, ** jump
into my gig. Okl Gray is steady, but
don’t be afraid to let bim go quick. 1!
will stay with the dying woman.  >he
won't List till you get back.”

I need not continne the story.
Lmagination will supply what follow
A pauper funeral, a besotted, halt-
erazed mourner, who is sober enough
to realize in some degree, the awtul
ruin which he has brought on himeself
and all that were dear to him. He

feels an impulse to struggle with his
fate, to break his chains and escape,
but desparr paralyses him. - He knows!
he will be tempted and he canbot
resist temptation, so he must deift on,
on, down to perdition, The helpless)
little one that clings to his hand in
heart breaking musery and destitution
cannot save hime While the door of
that salvon stand~ open, and the
reath of hell comes to himfrom it
he will go in leaving her to perish as
her mother has pertshed.— Morning
Nty

PROH|BITION IN KANSAS

t s sometimes difficult to artnve ad
an ntelhgent understanding ol
the status of Tewperanee and Pro-
hibition 1 Kansas because there ave
extrennsts on both sides whose testi-
mony is far from relible.  The
advoeate ol the open saloon heeps the
air filled with violent protestations
that the prohibitory law is a total
failure, w‘\ih- his radical opponent s
equally vociferous of Ins opinion that
it is an abiding success.  As amatter
of fact, both these are right and both
are wrong. Kach can demonstrate the
correctness of lis opinion by selecting
portions ot the state from which to
collect his evidence. There is mnch
that is successful about prohibition,
there is much that is not ; but a care-.
ful survey of the sixteen years’ trinl!
which Kansas has given the lnw, will’
disclose to any unbiased mind that thei

H

good outweighs the evil. :

To thoughtful people the questiou]
will not turn upon whether the law
has been perfectly or imperfectly en-
forced, so much as upon whether its
influence has been gond or bad through !
the period of its exi-tence. Viewed in
this aspect there can be little question
that it has been an abundant success.

During its operations Kansas has.

[undmnhtedly. taken, on a condition of |

“thing

cmperance which iv little less than
astomishing when the bibulons habits
of her former days are taken anto
consideration.  In the absence of other
reasonable grounds the el of the
prohibitionists that this temperance
refortnation was due to prohibition,
wotld seem to be o substantial one.

Twenty years ageo Kansas was con-
suming as much liquor per capitaas
any State m the Unione 1t was the
farhion tor everybody todrink. Poli-
tieal conventions were oftentitmes hut
another mune for good old-tashioned
druaks, It was rather commendable
than otherwise for the candidate lo
hold an ntimate acquuintance with
the flowing bowl.

The saloon was the rendezvons of
the polinician and  the birthplice of
Hatforms and polities, The saloon-
seeper was himself  a power, and
shaped in a large degree l‘w tdestinies
of the community in which he phed
hisavocation, e levied tribute upon

“the last week

parties and candidates with the im-.

periousness of a Ciesar. He was an
outlaw in the sense that he disoheyed
the statutes of his State with the same
frequency  and  persistency  as his
successor, the joint-keeper.  He sold
hguot to diunkards : he sold liguor 1o
minors ; he sold Hguor on Sunday . he
sold liguor after hour- fixed for closing:
he .snl(‘ liquor on election days:and in
short, he insolently refused to brook
the restramnt which had been plavced
upon him in any direction,
It is hardly neecessary
such a picture would not now  fit
Kansas,  Her political comventions of
the present are a model of sobriety
and good order. ‘The candidate can
find no sarer road to overwhelming
defeat than to hecome known as a
hard drinker.
no longer the rendezvouns
palitician.  When he uzoes

to ~ay that

for
there he

WASTE AND DECAY

W the weohiol m the waorkd wall vt

ceontiibnte a drop of blood, o tlament of

nerve, a tibulle of musele, worpeculum of
of bone, to the hunan economy  On the
contrany, there death e the cup,
waste ot stiength, docav of <ubstanee,
destruction ot tisstte, demiadotion of
funetion, materiad death
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ONTARIO W.C.T.U. CONVENTION

DA Wiairre, RinpoNris

Betore closimg vour meetings for the
stmmer vacation, we would  temnd
vou that on account ot the Waorkid's
and Dominion Conventions bemng held
of October, oar Pro-
vinctd Convention has necessarily to
be held at on earher date than usual,
namely, October 12th to I5th. For
this reason, it wonld be adyvisable for
all local and county antual mcetings
to be held in Amgust, or eatly in
September, at the hatest, in order that
yvour work may be fally reported. In
some cases pethaps this nnght canse
more or less meonvenience, but o vom
arrangements could be wade af ouee
it would obviate any diffieulty in this
respect.

The Provined Exeveutive ashs vom
foval support in making the commg
comvention otie of the most successtal
ever held.

You will remember that

last year

i we accepted the invitation given the

The drinking place is'
the.

first turtively looks about 1o discover

if he has been observed,

The Kansas joint, as it -l present
existy, is not the pohtical power of its
ancestor, the saloon. [t s an un-
attractive  den, hidden away <ome-
where in dirt and squalor. and n«
owner is not of the stamp to have
ifluence, either political or otherwise.
The glass and warimth and cheer have
given place to the 1epulsneness of

hoth.

dirty floors, dingy walls, foul smelis, !

and darkness of gatrets, or cellio~. Tt

yvoung man to be seen emerging from

T~ no longer gay and debonaite for the .

one of these places it isa circumstance

which covers him with distrust and
cuspicion. . With these two pictures in
mind, it is hard indeed to sav that the

frotne,

results of Prolbition have been anv-

but wholesome - The

Jowrnal.,

Topela

CHILDREN OF DRUNKARDS

If the evil~ of intemperance were
hmtted to the lhite time of a drapkard
wlone, the conseguences, however disust

rotis, would not yvet be <o dneful as

sahen viewed i the heht of hereditary,

The ehildien of diunkards rarely possess
mormal  eonstitutions. ' speciahst on
this sttbiject has tabulated b obrerva-
tions w the Quarlerly Jovinal of Tueh-
ricly, hasmg his investigations on twelve
fanulies of inebrumtes and twelve of
tempetate people —

Drimkers. ‘Femiperate

Number of elnldren 47 ]
Deaths under one

week ol 25 t
ldiots 3 0
Dwarfs (stunted m

growth) . . 5 t
Epileptics o 0
Chores, ended m

lunacy ! 0
Deformed and i3 .

ensed . 5 0
Hereditary drunk

ards . . 2 1
Another writer states that *jecent

studi2s of alcohol cases show that over
60 per cent. are directly inherited.
—Alliance New s.
b ]

previous vear by Guelph to meet in
that city, but since then, on account
of a large missionary convention to he
hela there in October, they found it
would not be convenient to entertain
Ottawn invited us, as did also
Brantford. While cordially thanking
the former ity tor the kind invitation,
the Executne decided to go to Brant-
tord, as we et Bast last time

A word about Brantiord may not be
out of place just here.  Tas a pretty
city, possessing many attinctions, and
places of mterest well worth a visit,
and no doubt arrangements well be
made tor the Jdelegates to see them,
s W.OT U, was one of the first
organized i Canada, and has done
tatisd work s people e hind and
wspitable, and will give the members
of the Provineiad Union o hearty wel-
In making vour areangements
tor attendmg the series of W, T UL
Conventions, he  sure  to plan for
Provineral rirsT.  evervihing  else
~secondar y

It s extiemely important that there
hould be a large attendanee a1 Brant-
foed as we  are anticipating  the
Mehiscite, an isstie which we have been
Lml\mg for, hoping for, and working
for. for years.  Now we are hhely to
be ranted 1t no stone must be left
unturned to make the issue not only i

Cfavor of Prolnhition, but overwhelm-
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inglv, and comclusnely <o Itoap-
pears  that  the  consuderation  of
this question has been postponed antil
next session of Parhament, which will
deday its submission for another year,

It will not do however for s to settle
down, and let the time =shp by withont
domg  anything, but  rather take
advantage of the extra opportunity
thus afforded. to develop plans ot
waork and arrange for emierying them
out,

Our W.C.T. UL has been avery potent
factor in the progress of temperance
reform, nd at the present juncture it
behoves = to make our i d\lvn(‘u felt,
1o the tullest extent,  We hope there
fore that from all our Unions thete
will be a~ large a rv‘prowmminn ax
possible sent to Brantford in October

Don't forget the date! 12th
to 15th.

By order of the Sub-Executive.

Yours cordially,

Ot

JENNIE CAVERS,
Viee-Pres., Ont, W.C.T. U,



