THE SPRING TRADE OF THE FLORIST *

WL GAMMAGE,

NCE the Christmas holidays are over
preparations for  ihe next  great
event in the florist’s year, that is Easter, must
be attended 1o, The varyving dates on which
Haster falls must ahways be borne in mind
so that you may govern vour crop accord-
ingly.  PFor the Easter holiday a number
of different varicties of plants, than those
forced for the Chrisumas holidays, will be
used.  First and foremost are Easter lilies.
cither the Longiflerum or Harrisii.

For pot plants | consider the seven to
aine-inch bulbs the best size. There is a
difference of opinion how these should he
grown: sonie contending that they should
first be potted in a four or four and a hali
inch pot and then shifted up inte six
seven inch pots. as the plants come along.
Others again that they should be potted in
the pot in which they are to bloom.  The
only differcace that 1 can ~ce is ~siight
cconomy of space in their carly  stages.
From miy several vears of experieiwe  in
growing and lumdling these 1 see b litle
difference in the result when handled by a
careful grower.

There i ane essential point 1o alway s hear
1iv mind ; from the tin ¢ the hily starts growing
it should never reccive a check, for i1 it does
any gevms of disease that are hving dornam
are sure o develop.  Nor can you guage
its date of flowering with the sanme degiee
of sticcess as if it had not veceived a cheek,
There are a nnber of hrands of  Lilinn
Longitlorwm an the market, bt 1 e
think that there iy amy maderial difiveeae
hetween any of then.

R BULES REOUIRED.

The main objoct i< 10 have goesi. sonned.
welt ripened buibs,  Uander ihe <une e
ditions Lamgidormm will come in 17 savied
frem iour 1o ive weeks Iater than Harrisii,
While the ily s the Baster flower par cx-

or

a

ne

LONDOXN, ONTT.

cellance, it is also the most expensive i
cgrow and hardest for the store man ¢,
handle.

Other plants that will need immediate a
tention are  hydrangeas. crimson  rambho
and hybrid  perpetual roses: these should
ve brought in and started into growth in a
malerate temperature, gradually increasing
it. governed by the time at your disposal.
Azaleas that are to be held for Easter shonid
he kept in a cool house with an cven tem
peraturc. irce from drip or excessive mois
turc.  Other varicties of plants. such a-
metrosideros, lilacs. rhododendrons,  deut-
zias, ete. will not need to be brought in e
fore the last week in February or the firs
in March.

Amongst the soft wooded plnts the
proved variciies of pelargoniums are go
ing (o take a prominent place as an Easicr
plant.  These, if propagaied during Scp.
tember amd October and kept growing. will
make fine bushy plants in five or six-inch
pots. with <ix to ten large trusses of flonr,
by A\pril.  They are casily handled. veny
Hoviferous, and  fd 2 ready sale. giving
custamers as gend satisfaction as an azaloa
or a crimson vanbler. and will vdeld a b
ter profit to the grower.  Spire, ar s
bula. are also 2 prominent Easter plant and
are sold in large quantitics. Dutch Tain
<houlid wat e Jost sight of. Pans of L
cinhis, inlips and narcissis, in their van
varicties. are sobd in large quantities .o
are casily bronght in at the night @ -,
ihree wovhe i a0 maderate tomperaturn
all that i« required 1o bring them o per- -
tion,

.

Lilice of the valley and forgetameans
s aaed pans are alse desirable. Tiwi e
neees<ary i prepare 4 lew folizge ploooe
aich as Doston and Piersen foras,
aned vubbers, bt It vour main effort 't
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