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They stood first at such and such Royal Shows
—such is the record in aftertimes; but the fact
that they were subsequently deprived of any
permanent token of their honows, owing to
their barrenness—their artificially created bar-
renness—is studiously kept out of sight. But,
althongh the money prize has not found its way
into the purse of their owner, nor g the medal
produceable, their temporary honour serves as
an advertisement for other, perhaps inferior but
more uscful, animals of the same herd. and the
value of the latter becomes heightened in conse-
quence of their relationship to the winuners.
T'bat is the secret. Forcing for show purpeses
is only a mode of advertising the excellence of
the owner’s wares; for short-horn breeding is
quite as much a trade as shoemaking or tailor-
ing; and though in some respects a costly mode
of advertising, still it pays, and pays well too, in
certain cases. Of this we have a clear example
in the success and high standing of the Warlaby
herd; for, without attempting for a moment to
detract from the unquestionabie merits of the
Warlaby short horns, we may be permitted to
doubt whether Mr. Richard Booth would ever
have enjoyed—and long may he enjoy—his
comfortable income of £5,000 ayear from the
hiring of his bulls, were it not that he re-
gularly sacrifices some of his best females to the
absurd necessity which exists of overforcing for
royal show exhibitions. And perhaps this very
circumstance proves more than anrthing else
the extraordinary excellencies of the Warlaby
short-horns. Mr, Booth’s females are erammed
for show purposes, and sacrificed in consequence
as breedeis; and yet the standing of the herd
i3 kept up by breeding from what may be called,
comparatively speaking, the very weeds of the
herd. Such being the case, the reflection natu-
rally arises in one’s mind. What would that
herd become, and to what piteh of excellence
would it arrive, were show judges invariably to
act as they would do while purchasing for them-
selves, and, by their uniform rejection of all
animals unfit for breeding n consequence of
overforcing, encourage a teeling in favour of
natural condition, and thus save the lives, and
secure the usefulness, of those wonderful short-
‘horns'which are annually sent forth from War-
laby ? Xf the eclat conferred by even nominal
success at a Royal Show pays Mr. Booth, and
atones for the loss of usefulness on the part of
the prize females of his herd, we cannot, pever-
theless, consider it in any other light than a
nafional loss, when the flowers of such a herd
are compelled to'be sacrificed in order that they
may ‘attain a certain standard of excellence,

‘which is:never taken into consideration, and is .

-even’ scrupulously avoidéd, at any other time
:ihan at a show,. or believed to be desirable in
-any save'sbow animals.

__ Tt is not becatise Mr, Booth is a sinner above
‘Al others in’ regpect to over-forcing his short

“hiorus that we thus allnde to him.

Tt is'because.

he is—to use the designation applied to him by
his fair and enthusiasuc disciple, Lady Pigot—
“1the hero of shott-horns;’’ because when we
speak of ** Booth blood,” we refer to the most
successful line of short-hern blood in existence;
for the majority of winners at ail the showsin
the kingdom have Booth blood in their vem,;
and for these and other reasons we hold it to
be @ national luss, as we have said, when such
a man as Richard Booth must yield to a fatal
and absurd passion, wheacver he chooses to e
come an exhibitor, and by doing so deprive the
country of the advantages which would follew
to remain in & natural state, so as to transmit
their peculiar excellences through a line of
healthy and prolific descenaants.

But although it may, perhaps suit Mr. Booth
and a few other breeders to run great risks, 1t
daes not suit everyone to follow their example,
And it is because many have hiied to do so when
they had not the right stuff nor the same advan.
tages to fall back upon that we find in short.
hoin history so many inst:ueces of what we
must call disappointed ambition, and of tempor-
ary snccess followed by sudden and utter ex-
tinction. Al who are acquainted with scch
matiers krow {hat many individuals bave at
tempted to become eminent short-horn breeders
and exhibitois, and failed in the attempt. They -
have gone to great expense, without much judg. -
ment 23 to the materials they were collecting
for the foundation of their future herds; they
have forced their show stock, and they have
sometimes even got a prize or two; but the
very expensive cost of their whistle has ultimate-
ly sickened and frightencd them, and they kave .
abandoned the pursuit in disgust. Now, if .
those people had chosen to rest contented with -
moderate expectations, to have gone quietly aad
reasonably to work, it is most likely their efforts
would ultimately bave proved servicealle to
the community and profituble to themselves, in-
stead of leaving them in such a position as-to
act merely as beacous, to warn otheis of the
rock on which they made sbhipwreck. :

Tor all these evils there is a remedy, and we *
feel convineed it is high time it should be ap-
plied. Let it be perfectly understood that
judgzes at our royal shows are resolved to reject
every animal which comes before them, uo
matter how ' superior that animal ‘nay b
in other respects, provided it is- shown i
such a state from forcing as to render ifs
qualification, as a breeding animal doubtful.
Let this rule befirmly and uniformiy, acted
upon, and there will be no more forcing
the finest and, therefore, no mare sagrifices of
cattle in the world.  For breeders. who
are exhibitors do not follow the practice B
cause they like it; they have no desire to do 49,
but they have no option.. Thé}' miust. éither
force or stay av home, There 18, no doubl,a
regulation in. the programme of our principal
tocieties fo the effect that judges are expected



