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EURIOPEAN ANIMALS IN AUSTRALIA.

The extended iltroduti'on of uacful animîals into our Colonial po.sesionc, iccupies,
we are ghid Io pOreeie, a large shre of public attention, and will, we hope, lead to
ultiiate beneficial results.

The coluns of the Timesi, whith ie( usuai'y asailable di.ing the Parliamentary
recess for the discuiss;on of topics of social andl general interest, have recently been
niade use of by AIr. Edward Wilson, of Melbourne, who, in a very sensible letter,
br'ngs prominently forward the inportaace of the introduction and diffusion of Euro-
pean animals over the Australian cou.tinent andl islands. Without following Mr. Wilson
in the poetry of his sulject, when he inquires, " Why should thel hcart of our plough-
nen ntot be gladdenied by the song of the skylark ? and why should the daughter of
Australia, as she linge s with h.r ..ver upon a mroorlighît cvening, be depri ed of one
more felicity, onie m·n L topic of conversation, in the nigltindale perched in the neigh-
boring- thick, ?" we iay confine our.-elvvs to the itilitar an and practical point of
view.

Wlen we see what has alrtady been done in Australia for the confort and susten
ance of mani, there is ample el couragemtient for further spirited exertion. The countrv,
soil, and clinate are highhl favorable to the spread and support of living creatures.-
IIt is but the other day," renarks Mr. WilsIn, "that we got the sjeep; yet we
already supply G: cat Britain with the chief partioin of her liner wools. The first cow
was imported within the memnory of living nan ; and nov vast herdE roam over min-
lions Of acrls, from Wide Bay to South Australia, and good judges are beginning to
ask whether the colonial cattle will niot bear a favorable couparison with the English
average. We have got the horse, nuivalled in the whole world for his p wers of
endurai ce; for we e the deeds o! our grass-fed stock horses but whispcred within
your well-kept English stables, the narrative would be roared down by a general
chorus of incredulous horse laugliter. T1e ' time ' of our races would compare not
very unfavorably with your own. And thus, with the dog, cat, pig, donestic fowl,
duck, rabbit, pigeon, down to our old friends the connon house rat and mouse, which
wit; their own amusing pertinacity, stick by us with a fidelity worthy of a botter
cause, and mu'iltiplying exccediigly anong us, give a home aspect to our colonial
houses in their own ingenous and :ignificant style."

The deinand for nutton, beef and pork will lead to inproved breedts of these live
stock. Poultry, which have been little attended to, will greatly increase, in oder to
keep pace with l he denand. Turkeys, we perccive, are fetching 25s., geese los. to
12s , ducks 6s., aud fowls 5s. a-head in the Melbourne market. Dairy produce is also
brought to market on a very limited scale, or such prices as these would not be real-
ized in an old colony-fresh butter 3s. 6d. a pound, milk is. a quart, and eggs 3s. 6d.
a dozen. Ail the cheese cons.imed, is also imported. The absence of good roads, and
the expense of transport from disi ant farms to the town, lias, doubtless, had something
to do with prices and, supply. But the extension of railways and common roads, the
water communication by steam on the Murray river, and other tributary streams now
available, will greatly facilitate the forwarding of dairy produce to tie market, bath to
Adelaide and Melbourne.

In the matter of horses, of which Mr. Wilson speaks so favorably, the demand for
them for India, and increased local wants which population brings with it, will lead to
great extension of horse-breeding.

It appears that the flock of alpacas for Victoria are to be sent out in the Goddess,
which % ill sail in a few days. They are under the charge of a competent attendant,
obtained from the Zoological Gardens. There is no doubt other introductions of new
aninals will follow. The Angora, or Thibet goat, which the Cape colonists and South
Australian; are now tryir g to acclimatize, should also be introduced into Victoria.-
We pointed out a few months ago the great inipot tance of these efforts for the future
of Australia. It is a great dicgrace that the camel bas never yet been introduced into
Australia. What an admirable beast of burthen it would prove for the use of the
explorer in the interior deserts, which have hitherto proved so fatal a barrier to prog-
ress and communication across the Continent I The animal could be obtained very
cheaply in Algeria, Tunis, o by the way of the R d Ses. The colony of Victoria has
ample funds at disposai- and what a benefit would a thousand pounds or two be, laid
out for such a puYpot., coujointly with the colony of South Australia, on public
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