Mes. JOIINSON. .

Charleflown.

IN the year 1740, the firft fettle-
ment was made in the town of Charlef-
town, then known by the name of No. 4,
by three families who emigrated from Lu-
nenburg, by the name of Farnfworth 3
that part ot New-Hampthire welt of Mer-
rimac River was then a tracklefs wilder-
nefs. Within afew years paft inftanceshave
been known, of new tewnfhips totally un-
inhabited,becoming flourithing and thick-
fcttled villages in the courfe of fix or feven
years. But in thofe days, when govern-
ment was weak, when favages were on
our borders and Frenchmen in Canada,
population extended with timorous and
tardy paces ; in the courfe of twelve
years the families increafed only to twen-
ty two or three. The human race will
not flourifh unlefs foftered by the warm
funthine of peace.

Durinc the firft twenty ‘years of its
exiftence asa fettled place, until the peace
between Great-Britain and France, it fuf-
fered all the confternation and ravages of
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