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most at a time. With the latter he remained up 1807.

to the summer of the year 1815, when, at the age
of sixtee-n, with the view to his establishment in his
father's house of business, then under the chief
direction of his eldest brother, Mr. Andrew Thom-
son, lie took his departure fron England for St.
Petersburgh, where one branch of the firm had been
for upwards of a century settled, and there lie
remainedfor more than two years.

It is thus remarkable that his education vas in
no degree completed at any public school, college,
or university, but confined to a small private
school, or a tutor. As bearing upon the disputed
question respecting the advantages of academical
education, this circumstance is worth noting. The
peculiar qualifications which such an education
is generally supposed to have a tendency to confer,
namely, the spirit of emulation, the habit of pushing
your way through a herd of jostling competitors,
self-knowledge, and a just estimation of your own
faculties, amenity in social intercourse, and a

pleasing popular manner, the savoir vivre, in short,
of society, are precisely those qualities for the
possession of which Mr. C. Thomson was very pe-
culiarly distinguished. And yet he was not only
not educated, as has been said, at either a public
school or university, but the possession of some at
least of these qualities may undoubtedly, in a great
degree, be traced to that very fact, and to his con-
sequently being cast upon the busy world itself,
rather than its supposed miniature resemblance,
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