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which they conceive to be the very life of Catholicism.
From the Pope to the humblest priest who says Mass
aùid hears confessions in an ugly little chapel in the
shabbiest street of a country town, all are regarded as
leagued in one wide-spreading imposture. Pius IX.,
for instance, it is imagined, knows the liquefaction of
St. Januarius's blood to be a trick of the Neapolitan
clergy; but lie keeps up the falsehood for the sake of
gain and power. In like manner, he has an extensive
Roman laboratory ever at work for the manufacture of
all the instruments of delusion which his emissaries pro-
pagate throughout Christendom. There he makes false
relics, from portions of the true cross downwards; there
he sells pardons and indulgences; and there he has a
corps of writers employed in the invention of fictitious
miraculous tales, saints' lives, and the like. Ail over
the world he has "agents" for the sale of these goods,
the Catholic Bishops in England being his "English
Correspondents," who doubtless receive a handsome per
centage on the profits realised. The staff of underlings
is also complete, energetic, and well paid. Thus, the
Oratorian Fathers are busily employed in scattering
"Saints' Lives" throughout this country, greatly to
their own profit. Thus, too, I am myself engaged in a
similar work, either laughing in my sleeve at the cre-
dulity on which I practise, or submitting from sheer
intellectual incompetence to be the tool of some wily
Jesuit who enjoins the unhailowed task. Such, when
drawn out into details, and stripped of the pompous de-
clamation of the platform, is, in serious truth, the idea
which innumerable persons imagine to be the Catholie
system of propagandism and deceit; and every Catholic
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