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Better Steamers
‘Are Wanted

s

Council of the Board of Trade

Criticizes Nosthern /e

Service.

Standing Committees Are Ap-
pointed for the Cur-
rent Year.

The urgent need of improvement in
the transportation facilities connecting
" Victoria directly with the_mew North
was the theme of the princigal and most
thoroughly debated item of business at
the first meeting of the newly elected
council of the Board of Trade yesterday.

lic works, addressed the board as fol-
lows witb. regard to the dry-dock chiarg-

s :
“Your telegram and memeorandum, ;

gquimalt graving dock, came to hand in
due time. I suppose the matter will
have to stand ‘until I come back. I nev-
er thought when I reduced the rates at‘
the Hsquimait dock that there would be
ny opposition to a policy which I verily
believe was in the interest of the general
public.”

A long discussion followed as to the

tives of British Columbia in London
with suitable descriptive matter was in-
itiated by the secretary stating what
had transpired in that direction. Mr.
William Walter, the acting agent-gen-
eral, had requested that he be supplied
with reading matter in the form of des-
criptive pamphlets for distribution—the
provincial government no longer keeping
up this important method of adveftising
the country. A committee of the board
bhad, on the receipt of this request, inter-
viewed Mr, Dunsmuir, and that gentle-
man, while not desiring to give direct
financial :assistance, had had a number

of pamphlets prepared and printed,

The outcome was the authorization of a | which had been duly forwarded to Mr.

letter to’ the ‘Canadian Pacific Naviga- | jows:

tion Company, representing the views of
the: board, it being expected that a
searching investigation into’ all the con-
ditions of the Northern steamship trade
will follow the receipt of the reply.
Mr. A. G. McCandless it was who
raised the question. He had recently
received a communication ffom a promi-
nent resident .of Skagway, he said, in
which this gentleman wanted to know if
Victoria had gone to sleep—or did the
peaple of British Columbia’s capital fail
to realize the importance of the North-
ern trade. As an illustration of what
Victoria is losing this Skagwayan wrote
that on one occasion this spring some
400 Klondikers arrived in Skagway,
with, upwards. of two million dollars in
gold/ They were quite as ready to go
to Victoria as Beattle, but there was no
Vietoria steamer on hand to offer them

‘transportation—and the Sound city ac- |

cordingly reaped the harvest.

‘While he did not wish to pose as an |
unfair or harsh critic of the €. P. N.|
©Co., he (Mr. McCandless) thou_ght thati
there was ample room for the improve- |
ment of the Northern service mamtame'd i
by the home company. It was impossi- |
ble to have a satisfactory service while |
the present plan of calling at the North- |

rn British Columbia salmon ports was |
continued. The conditions of the two |
trafics were eminently different, and
.outhound Klondikers cannot be expected
to take a steamer that will delaysthem |
in a section where they have no interest |
for days, while the steamer loads a few |
cases of salmon, "

Nor can the British Columbia company
.expect to command the passenger busi-
ness unless they provide vessels to han-
.dle it that will compare in speed, com-
fort and appointments with such craft
as the Humboldt and the City of Se-
-attle,

Given equally good accommodation,
there was no rational reason why a
large proportion of the Northern travel-
lers would not take a Victoria boat in-
stead of one bound for Seattle—and scon-
sidering the favors shown the local com-
,pany ‘by Victoria business men, it was
but reasonable that they shouid look
to the C. P. N. Co. to so improve theif
Northern service as to gain for Viec-
toria a .part, at least, of the expenditure
by the successful miners.

The time had not long passed when
the merchants of Victoria came to the
rescue of the C. P. N. Co., and by
sigrning a round-robin declaring an inten-
tion to boycott the road, prevented the
C.. P. R. placing a fast passenger
steamer on the Victoria-Vancouver
route. The company should not over-
look this action in their bebalf, and they
would find if the Northern service were
made a -suitable one that they, in the
end, would benefit perhaps more than
any one else from the .investment requir-
ed to make it acceptible to travellers.

Mr. J. J. Shallcross also thought the
merchants of Victoria had a right, aris-
ing -out of their freatment of the C. P.
N. Co,, to insist Mpon an improvement
in -the Northern' service, particularly as
it was owing to the present unsatisfac-
tory conditions that the ecity and its
business houses were failing to secure
anything like a fair share of the North-
ern trade. He suggested’ that a thor-
ough apd exhaustive examination be in-
stituted by the council into all ‘the con-
ditions of the trade, representations be-
ing thereupon made to the most interest-
«ed company.

It was pointed out by Vice-president
McQuade that the present would appear
to be an eminently suitable time for ap-
proaching the C. P. N. ‘Co., inasmuch
as that company was now looking to Vie-
toria for a liberal bonus in connectiofi
with the improvement of the Victoria-
Vancouver service. Others of the coun-
<il seemingly shared similar views, and
it was finally decided on ‘the motion of
Mr, Shallcross to address a letter to the
C. P. N. Co., requesting an improvement
of the Northern service—and on the re-
ceipt of the company’s answer, proceed
with a thorough inquiry as to what is re-
quired and what can be done.

Another question ‘incidental to the
Northern itrade, and in which Victoria
business men are most disadvantageous-
Iy p}aced. ‘was introduced by the vice-
,bresident reading a telegram which had
recently heen sent to Hon. E. G. Prior,
M. P., Victoria's senior representative
at Ot.mwa. In effect this message was
a petification that United States officials
are collecting duty on perishable goods
shipped by Victoria merchants, in bond,
to Dawson.

Hon. Mr. Prior in his reply explained
that this was, a matter entirely beyond
the supervision of the authorities at Ot-
tawa, and which could nat be very well
dealt with at present, imasmuch as it
formed part of the programme of the
Joint High Commission,

Mr. Shalleross, to further illustrate
the subject-matter of the complaint, said
that very frequently Victoria merchants
bpught perishable goods in San Fran-
ciseo.- Duty had to be paid on these,
- of course, at the .customs house here. On
the re-shipping of the goods im bond to

Dawson, they were halted at Skagway
by the United States collector, and duty
again demanded—without any refund on
the re-emtry of the goods to Canada.
This was eminently unfair—a deuble eol-
lection, for which there was no justif-
cation.

Other speakers held that this was an-
other cause for the establishment of a
free port on the Lynn ecanal, and the
subject was eventually tabled, the presi-
dent being given power to take sueh ae-
tion as he may deem desirable.

Mr. Ward will probably communicate
with Me. Richard Cartwright, minister
of trade and commerce, but with a very
faint expectaiion that anything can be
. done, as this is one of the .whips that
the neighboring republic: finds it excep-
tionally convenient to hold, and will not
relinquish very easily.

Under the Bristol, Eng., date of July
4, Hon. J. Israel Tarte, minister of pub-

Walter. The latter now wrote as fol-

“I have to thank you for your letter
of the 27th ult., and also for the pam-
phlets you send to me. I quite agree
with you that ‘Vancouver Island as a
Home for Settlers’ in no way meets the
case. I have distributed a good many
dun_ng thq past year, and they are use-
‘[ ful in th.eu- way, but I think something
| on the line of the Toronto Globe book-
{ let would do. We want to.attract more
| visitors to British Columbia, but as the
| season for tourists is now late for this
| year, I would suggest that you defer
| Issuing the booklet till say December,
'-and meanwhile that you get together dif-
| ferent specimens and decide on the best.
| We could then circulate here early in the
| spring, and they would also be:avail-
| able for the Paris exposition. .I have
| yet to meet the tourist who has gone
| to British Columbia, and h#s not en-
| joyed the trip.”
i -Varigus suggestions as to the better
| advertising of the attractions of British
| Columbia to all classes of visitors or
| settlers .were put forward, chiefly by
Messrs. Davidge, Shalleross and Renouf,
and the whole question was finally re-
ferred to a committee consisting . of
Messrs. Davidge, Shallcross and Kirk,
for investigation and a report, Mr. Dav-
idge’s proposition being that competitive
articles on the province in all its phases
of attractiveness be invited, with a pre-
mium for the best article.

fl‘he city council having named a eom-
mittee to deal with the arrangements
for the proposed visit to Victoria and
West Vancouver Island of the members
of the Canadian Mining  Institute,
Messrs. C. A. Holland, G. A, Kirk, A.
| G. ‘McCandless and T. W. Paterson
{ were appointed by the board ‘to act in
co-operation with the civic deputation.
From the secretary of the Chambers
of Commerce of the Empire was receiv-
ed the followihg important communica-
tion, which was thoroughly discussed—
tl_le board then deciding to accept the in-
vitation contained:

Dear Sir,—The council ‘of the London
chamber of commerce, who were responsible
for the organization of the three congresses
of chambers of commerce of the Empire
beld in 1886, 1892 and 1896, have recently
decided to.proceed with the organization
of a similar congress to be held towards
the end of June next year. This date is
selected "as likely to be suitable to the
convenience of a large number of colonial
merchants and traders who, it is expected,
will be attending the Paris exhibition in
1900, and I am therefore to invite your
association to co-operate in this congress.

A representative arganizing committee, a
Iis]: of which appears on pages 3 and 4 of
this invitation, has been formed, and at its
meeting. on June 7 approved o the follow-
ing list of topics as likely to afford material
for discussion at the congress:

1. Commercial -relations between the
Mother Country and her colonies and de-
Dendencies,

2. lytcl’;colonial trade relations.

3. L‘ore‘lgu and colonial bounties.

4. Foreign competition.

5.  Boards of labor conciliation and arbi-
tration.

6. | Codification of the commercial law of
tl}ze Empire,

. Bills of exchange—uniform procedure.

8. Bills of lading reform. e

9. Commercial education. .

10. The decimal system of weights, meas-
ures and currency.

11. Light dues.

12, qulw;lys, light railways, railway
communication with India and the East.

13. Secret commissions.

14. Arbitration for international disputes.

15. Imperial trade marks registration and
patent law. ¥

16. Cable communication - construction,
rates, codes.

17. Steamship communication—rates, sub-
sidies, war risks, insurance,

18, Closer connection between govern-
ments and chambers of commerce by estab-
lishment of commercial advisory or consul-
tative councils, home and colonial.

19. Supply of government publications to
chambers of commerce and mutual inter-
change of documents.

20. Representation of United Kingdom in
colonies and in other parts of the Empire
for the promotion of' mutual trade.

21. Appointment of an Imperial
to consider commercial questions
perial interest.

22. Copyright.

23. Municipal trading.

It is not intended that the foregoing
| list should be exhaustive of the questions
{ to be considered by the congress, but that
| it should only be regarded as suggestive
| of suitable matters for consideration. I
am therefore to request that you will in-
form me, at the earliest possibte moment,
whether your association- approves of these
subjects being brought forward, and if so
(a) whether your association desires to
submit any special resolutions thereon, and
(b) what suggestions, if any, you have to
make as additions to the programme of
business.

Invitations, similar to this, have been
forwarded to the whole of the associa-
tions_whose names are appended hereto
(Pp. 5-7), and in the event of vour being
aware of the existence of a chamber of
commerce or similar commercial associa-
tion not included in this list, in any part
of the Empire (and especially in your
neighborhood), I am to ask you to be good
enough to kindly transmit an indication
of its style and addres to me, by an early
maijl, in order that the erganizing com-
mittee may consider the desirability of
extending an invitation to such bodies.

It will ‘materially assist the organlzing
committee if you will, without taking any
decision as to your association bringing
forward any special subject or resolution
before the congress, kindiy inform me at
your eatliest convenience, and, if possible,
not later than October next, as to the
decision of your assoclation in regard to
this invitation to be represented at the
congress. A communi¢ation of any sub-
jects or resolutions recommended by your
association can follow subsequently upon
which I shall have an opportunitv of com-
municating further with you. although, in
view of the wide distribution of the in-
vited bodles, it 1is desirable that the
organizing committee should be in pos-
session of information as to subjects likely
to be brought forward for consideration at
least three months before the meeting of
the congress.

To facilitate the transmission to us of
%the names of delegates who may be event-
ually nominated by your body, I have
pleasure in enclosing you a nomination
form. ., .

I wounld .point out that, in order to add
to be..gnpq‘rtance and representativeness
of 'thé” tongress. it is desirable that each
colonial association should. as far as pos-
sible, delegate at least one or two resi-
dential colonists to represent them. the
nomination of London merchants belng,

council
of Im-

| more fully effect.the obiect of the con-

as far as possible, avoided, In order to

necessity of providing the representa-'

gress, which is to bring into personal con-
tact representatives of the colonies and
representative commerciai men of the

| Mother Couatry.

No financial lability will be incurred by

with reference to the rates at the HEs-'and association accepting this invitation to

take part in the congress.
I am, dear sir, yours faithfully,

KENNO B. MURRAY.

The annual report was discussed at
some length and referred for further
amendment ‘in accordance with the ex-
pressed wish of the board to a special
| committee consisting of G. A. Kirk, H.
Hirschel-Cohen, J. J. Shallcross, C. A.
Holland and F. C. Davidge. ' The stand-
| ing committees of the board for the cur-
rent year were announced as follows:

Fisheries—Messrs. G. A. Kirk, M. T.
Johngon, E. B. Marvin, Walter Morris
and D.*J. Munn,

Manufactures—Messrs. D. R. Ker,
Charles Hayward, W. J. Pendray, Ed-
ward Pearson and J. A. Sayward.

Harbors and Navigation—Messrs. F.
W. Vincent, J. D. Warren, J. D. Cox,
F. €. Davidge and George L. Court-
ney.

Public Works and Railways—Messrs.
B. W. Pearse, A. C. Flumerfelt, T. S.
Futcher, W. H. Langley and H. F.
Bullen. .

Finance—Messrs. George Gillespie, A.
J. C. Galletly and Gavin Burns. ;

Mining and Property—Messrs. H. Hir-
schel-Cohen, F. B. Pemberton and Lind-
ley Crease.

Agriculture and Forestry—Messrs. C.
B. Renouf, M. Baker and William Tem-

an, .

It was further resolved that the meet-
ings of the council shall be hé&d here-
after at 8:15 p. m., several of the mem-
bers of the council having complained
that it was impossible for them to spare
the requisite time from their business
interests in the afternoon. It is be-
lieved that the inauguration of the ev-
ening meetings will be the means of se-
curing infinitely larger attendances, to
the advantage of the business of the
«city.

Yesterday’s meeting—the first of the
new council—was presided over by Vice-
president L. G. McQuade, the members
of the council present being Messrs. C.
E. Renouf, G. A. Kirk, J. J. Shallcross,
C. A. Holland, G. McCandless, F. C.
E_avidge, T, W. Paterson and R. Ers-

ine.

Suburbanites
Up in Arms.

Craigflower Road Question Dis=
cussed at a Second Open-
Air Meeting.

Volunteers Remove a Recon-
structed Sidewalk in Defi-
ance of Police.

Yesterday was prolific in surprises in
connection with the “Craigflower road
tangle, There were no summons issued,
as an outcome of Monday night’s declar-
ation - of policy by the interested -resi-
dents, and during the day the demolish-
ed sidewalk was quietly replaced by the
corporation workmen. In the evening
the people of the western suburb again
asserted themselves.,

There was a second mass meeting in
the open air, and while perhaps seventy-

ing, there were five times that number
at the second assembly.

Mr. Beaumont Boggs presided, and
the business of the evening concentrated
itself in three gentlemen volunteering to
destroy the sidewalk across Langford
and Catherine streets, that had been re-
laid during the day.

The meeting promptly declared that it
would stand by these champions of the

district, as to legal costs and other ex-
penses, and they proceeded to. action.

Messrs. F. Kroeger, Richard Merrick
and Walter Finmore were the represent-
atives of the district who expressed their
willingness to test the law as to the clos-
ing of the road, and no time was lost.
An adjournment was made to the closed
thoroughtare, and the trio got to work.
A few strokes of the axe did the busi-
ness. )

At this time Sergeant Woods,
Officer Woods and Special
Johnson, had also reached the scene,
and cautioned the assemblage against
proceeding with the work in hand. The
Sergeant, of course, acted as.spokesman
for the city, and incidentally observed
that if any one were present to read the
Riot dct the consequences might be very
- serious. The Attorney-General was
busy, however, in preparing for to-day's
caucus of the faithful, and there were
no Deadman’s Island scenes re-enacted.

The police contented themselves with
taking names, and it required but =a
very short time for the work of demoli-
tion to be completed. The “No Thor-
oughfare” signs went with the sidewalks
and when the residents of Victoria West
retired last evening Craigflower road
was again open to vehicular traffic, as it
has been for years past.

There appears to be no course open
now for the city but to proceed against
the trio who volunteered to make them-
selves responsible for the second re-
moval of  the sidewalks, for malicious
destruction of corporation property. In
the event of this being done, an early de-
termination of the exact position of the
street and the city seems probable,

In declining to proceed to extreme
measures, Sergeant Hawton no doubt
had in mind the action taken by the
city engineer several years ago, in re-
moving fences and sidewalks placed
across the disputed thoroughfare by Rev.
Mr. Ellison—which might very well be
taken as an acceptance of corporation
ownership. Had he endeavoréd to en-
force a suspension of the work of de-
struction last evening the consequences
might have been serious, for the volun-
teer trio were backed by a very large
proportion of the residents of the district
and they expressed a determination to
proceed at all consequences.

As to the somewhat sensational devel-
opments of the last two days, those at-
tending last evening’s’ meeting heartily
endorsed the Colonist’s presentation of
the facts in its issue of yesterday morn-
ing.~ In the report of Monday night’s
proceedings then  appearing, they say,
everything that did occur was recorded
—with no additions. The Times, on the
contrary, comes in for a scorching, par-
ticularly with feference to its assertion
that the residents of the western suburb
were ready to massacre the Mayor and
council. As a matter of fact, the Mayor
and ajdermen have been let severely
alone, and the residents resent’ the én-
deavor to misrepresent them in this con-
nection.

with
Constable

five or a hundred attended the first meet«

AnTs:Iand
In Jeopardy.

i

Soimethlng About the Great
Yolcano Now Deluging
Hilo With Lava.

Previous Performances of the
Fire Mountains of Won-
derful Hawalii.

The arrival of the mnext Australian’
steamer via ports either here or in San
Francisco will be watched for with keen
interest—for it is quite within"the bounds
of possibility that she will bring word
of the extinction of the town of Hilo,
if not of the island on which it is built.
If it is true that the side of the great
crater of Mauna Loa has caved in, open-
ing the side of the lava-filled mountain,
there is very little hope for the island.
Luckily, it does not contain a very large
population, and the people will have am-
ple time to get away.

It may not be a matter of ggneral
knowledge, but this fire mountain of
Hawaii—Mauna ' Loa—is rated the most
interesting volcano in the world, and is
inferior only to its neighbor, Mauna
Kea, among the great peaks of the Pa-
cific. Mauna Kea has an altitude of
13,805, while Mauna Loa’ raises its fire-
crowned head 13,600 feet above the
slumbering sea.

The circular terminal crater of Mauna
Loa until its present outburst was 8,000
feet in diameter, an almost perfect cup,
with vertical walls from 500 to 600 feet
in height on the inner side. The crater
bottom, between the many cones, was of
solid lava, emitting steam and sulphur-
ous vapors continually from a multitude
of fissures. As its characteristic fea-
tures have: been totally changed with
each important eruption, it is quite pos-
sible, however, that the old description
will no longer fit.

No one has ever heard of an eruption
of Mauna Loa previous to 1832—indeed,
prior to that date the great volcano was
generally believed to be extinet. In 1843
sa vast flood of lava was discharged,
three streams finding their way seaward
that were each from 5 to 6 miles wide,
and from 20 to 30 miles in length. One
or two plantations were swept up in that
year, while the sugar and coffee grow-
ers also suffered from visitations by the
angry Pele in 1851, 1852 and 1855 and
1859. It was only in the last of these
vears. that the lava flood reached the
sea, the eruption on that occasion contin-
uing practically without interruption for
two full months, and the winding cur-
rent 6 miles wide and 50 long reaching
the west coast in less than eight days
from ' the first sign of eruption. In
1868 there was an eruption attended by
many earthquakes, and a sea wave 40
feet in height that not only swept the
Hawaiian coast line, but crossed the
ocean to California. -The last activity of
the mountain was in 1877, when there
was a G-hour flow of lava, but no dam-
age to property.

To increase the danger of the present
situation, it is hinted that Kilauea, 16
miles to the southeast from Mauna Loa,
and the largest active crater in the
world, "is also showing signs of a sym-
pathetic movement, and may contribute
to the lava wave that is silently moving
to engulf Hilo. Kilauea possesses a
crater almost perfectly oval, and 9 full
:miles in circumference, with vertical
sides 1,000 feet in height. It has not
been so active a spouter as Mauna Loa,
its two principal eruptions taking place
as long ago as 1789 and 1832.

Hilo, which at its noted rate of prog-
ress the.lava river would reach on the
18th inst., according to the reports by
the Australia and the Port Albert, is a
straggling town of perhaps 5,000 inhab-
itants, on the east coast of the island.
It is half hidden in sugar cane and rank
vegetation of the tropics, and nestles up-
on the shore of a little bay that is
guarded from the rudeness of the sea
by a great wall of coral. The governor
of the island, as the chief dignitary is
called, has a home at Hilo, and perhaps
200 white people are interested in the
near-by plantations,

GROWTH OF FINGER NAILS.
From the Washington ‘Star.

“ Not many people know that the aver-
age growth of the finger nail is 1-32 of
an inch per week, or a little more than
an inch and a half per year,” observed
a physician to the writer recently. ‘““The
growth, however, depends to a great ex-
tent upon the rate of nutrition, and dur-
ing sickness and abstinence from good
nourishing food it is retarded. Nails
grow faster in summer than in winter,
and the growth differs for different fin-
gers, ‘being usually most rapid in the
middle finger and slowest in the thumb.

“The average time taken for each
finger nail to grow its full length is
about four and a half* months, and at
this rate a man of 70 years of age would
have renewed his nails 186 times. Tak-
ing the length of each nail at half an
inch, he would have grown 7 feet 9
inches of mail on each finger, and on all
his fingers and thumbs an aggregate
length of 77 feet 6 inches.”

A GENITS OUT SF SING SING.

From the New York Press.

Much has been said of that musical
and mechanical genius, a convict in Sing
Sing prison, who built two pipe organs,
one for use in the Protestant and the
other in the Roman Catholic chapels in
the prison,

The builder was John Howard, who
had been sentenced to the penitentiary
for 12 years. He worked for two
years on the organs, and in building
them was supposed to have saved the
state $5,000. For this the warden
recommended that his term be cut down
by ten years, and a grateful state ad-
ministration commuted his sentence by
that length of time.

Howard was released. about two
weeks ago, and quietly disappeared. He
said he would be back at the opening of
the new chapels last Sunday, so that he
might hear his pets discourse sweet
musie for the prisoners, and incidentally
get the honor of having built two such
splendid instruments.

Everything was ready for the opening
services, and expert organists had been
engaged, and almost 2,000 convicts sat
with open mouths and expectant . ears,
ready.to be thrilled by the tones of the
great instruments. g

Instead of musi¢c they heard nothing
but groans, howls and discordant noises
from the tortured organs. - The stops
wouldn’t work, and when they did they
couldn’t be stopped. The bellows stuck,
and when the wind did get into the pipes

they only whined and wheezed.

_to the people of the Northwest.

JULY 31 1899

“ SYBIL’S-TRIP TO ST. MICHAEL.

Steamer When Pre& by Bad Weather
Runs Stern Foremost.

Letters have been received from St.
Michael, reporting the safe arrival there
of the stern-wheel steamer Sybil, Cap-
tain Clarence Cox, from this port. The
vessel had a splendid trip, apart from
a little stormy weather enceuntered in
the sea, and that she reached her des-
tination without sustaining so much
damage as “an open seam or a broken
nail,” to quote the letter. This speaks
much for. the care taken in her con-
struction. The writer states that some
strong gales were encountered that
would have given the able little tug
Mystery all if not more than she could
do, but the Sybil weathered it beautiful-
ly, in thé unique manner of stern fore-
most. She could not make headway
otherwise, for the wind would carry her
away to leeward despite all ® efforts.
When, however, the wheel was reversed
the vessel would run in any direction,
and this is the feature about her con-
struction which Mr. W. B. Hagerty,
her builder, prides himself most in. He
is a Pennsylvania mechanic, and came
ont here specially to superintend the
construction of the Canadian Develop-
ment Company’'s steamers, which, it will
be remembered, were among the very
few to reach St. Michael last year in
good condition. The Sybil was built for

Mr. A. S. Reed, of this city, and, like
the other crafts, is of an Eastern model,
differing in many details of construction,
Mr. Hagerty states, from anything ‘pro-
duced on the Western Slope. She is the
first stern-wheeler to make the long
ocean voyage from a British Columbia
port without a convoy. Two days after
her arrival, or about the 21st of last
month, the steamer was to proceed up
the Yukon to Dawson. In her voyage
from Victoria she was detained some by
icebergs, but these were not difficult to
keep clear of, for, as the writer of the
letter states, it was always daylight,
and the floes could be seen at long dis-
tances. .

. —

FAME'S PATHWAY.

The report that the King of Belgium
would visit Newport this summer is dis-
credited in official quarters in Washing-
ton. No such intimation, they say, has
come from any United States officials
abroad.

The rewards of literature are fre-
quently disappointing, but ‘' many a
worker in other branches of activity
would be satisfied to leave his family
the $140,000 bequeathed by the novelist,
William Black, to his wife and children.

The Fremdenblatt (Tourist Journal),
which is published daily at Vienna, has
the unique honor of having on its staff
the oldest working journalist in the
world, Herr Leopold Ritter von Blumen-
cron, who was born on February 21,
1804.

It is now stated that the German Em-
peror will certainly go to Cowes in
August in his yacht. He will visit the
Queen and witness the Royal Yacht
Squadron races. It is mnot probable,
however, that he will visit London, un-
less incognito.

General “ Joe ”” Wheeler, while attend-
ing the Omaha Greater American Expo-
sition the other day, met in the ranks of
the Third Nebraska regiment a man
who acted as his orderly during three
years of the war of the rebellion. They
had not met since 1865.

Mrs. May Wright Sewall, the new
president of the International Council
of Women, is mistress of three languages
besides her own. Her articles written
for French magazines have won the
applause of Jules Simon and other
eminent Parisian crities.

Col. Albert A. Pope, the millionaire
bicycle manufacturer, first saw a bicycle
in Philadelphia at the Centennial Expo-
sition of 1876. He was fascinated by
the machine, and spent several days in
studying its mechanism and uncon-
sciously laying the foundations of his
great fortune.

Professor Axenfeld of Perugia has
discovered that three-fifths of all men
of distinction are first-born children: the
other two-fifths are _either second or
third children, or else the youngest of
very large families. Among the first,
he points out Luther, Dante, Rafael,
I.eonardo da Vinei, Confucius, Heine,
Schopenhauer, Goethe, Ariosto, Moham-
med, Shelley, Arasmus, Milton, Byron,
Moliere, Carlyle, Rossini, Talleyrand,
Buffon: among the last, Loyola and
Franklin, both thirteenth children; Schu-
bert, a fourteenth child; and Volta, a
seventh child. The professor thinks
this arises from psychological reasons
and a law of nature.

AN ADVENTURE WITH A TARPON
From Forest and Stream.

One afternoon about 3:30 o’clock, while
fishing for tarpon, 1 received a terrible blow
in the back of the head which threw me
out of the boat into the water and almost
stunned me.. I was pulied back by my guide
into the boat, which was floating full of
water, and found, lying full length in it,’a
porpoise about nine feet long, which prob-
uably weighed over 500 pounds. Of course
this fish never struck me, or he would have
broken me to pieces. What happened was:
He jumped high in the air, as they frejquent-
ly do, and landed head first at my feet in
the stern of the boat, and stunned himself.
The blow I received was caused by his
body falling upon me. The nearest row-
boat was several hundred yards off, and as
we feared the porpoise might recover at
any moment and smash the boat to pieces
with his tail, my guide, Santi Armede,
tried to push the porpoise over the edge
of the boat, but was unable to do so, owing
to the fish's weight. Rather than take the
consequences of what hight happen if the
porpoise came to before we were taken
out of the boat, we slipped into the water
and rolled the boat over, losing everything
in the boat, but glad to do so, as it included
the porpoise. We then turned the boat
right side up and crawled Into its inside,
which, although full of water, fioated and
supported us, and especially protected us
from the possibility of being bitten by
sharks, of which there are a great many
large ones in the pass. I have heard that
these sharks will not tackle a man; but it is
my opinion that a shark which can tackle
and swallow a tarpon would not hesitate
much at a man. I did not intend taking
any risks, and was very glad to find myself
inside the boat again. Very soon after-
wards a rowboat came to our help, t.king
us on board and rowing us ashore Of
course I got no more fishing that tri>: my
neck felt almost broken, and all the miscles
of the neck and back were terribly st..:iined
and sore.

ALL RAIL TO YUKON.

President of the C. P. R. Credited With
an Important Statement.

From the Seattle Post-Intelligencer.

President Shaughnessy of the Cana-
dian Pacific is credited with having said
in St. Paul that his line was seriously
considering plans for an extension to the
Alaskan gold fields.

This action, if the president has been
quoted correctly, will nave great interest
‘When
Sir William Van Horne, then president,
was here a few weeks ago, he said his
road had no intention of getting to the
Alaskan country, and that it would not
consider such a move until the popula-
tion had increased and the resources de-
veloped to such an extent as to make
the venture profitable. It was said by
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a Victoria attorney last spring that
the reason of the passage of the law
excluding Americans fro the Atlin
gold fields was . because e Canadian
line had exerted its influence to keep
them out until it could extend its system
there to take care of the traffic. A
later report that the road had decided
not to make such a development led to
the belief that that was the reason for
the non-rigid enforcement of the law.
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Nuttall has determined that the smell
of freshly turned earth is due to the
growth of a baecterium, the cladothrix
odorifera, which multiplies in decompos-
ing vegetable matter, and more r‘nmdly
in the presence of heat and moisture.
Hence the odor is especially marked
after g shower, or when moist earth is
disturbed. In dry soil the development
of the bacterium is arrested, but it 1is
immediately resumed with vigor as soon
as moisture is restored.

- o

One of the most singular facts that
evidently supposes a rather curious com-
bination of circumstances is the fact of
the existence in the west of Ireland of
a species of small orchid only known
elsewhere in North America, says the
Chicago News. There is no reasonable
doubt that: it was cunveyed to Ireland
by the Gulf Stream, but the theory sup-
poses the accidental shipment on or in a
log or floating debris of some .\'eefl of t}le
orchid, so safely that it arrived in a liv-
ing state on the-opposite Atlantic shore,
and was thepe cast on soil favorable to
its growth. This is of the nature of
those things which one would never be-
lieve if only they were not true.
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taken Quarry Woed
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Miss Celia Miles, the only daughter of
Major-General Nelson A. Miles, is a great
favorite in Washington society. She is a
blonde, tall,- remarkably graceful, and with
the frank, unaffected ways of army girls
generally. She is an accomplished musi-
cian and linguist, and a splendid horse-
woman,

Mrs. Langtry's racing establishment at
Regal Lodge, Kentford, is only a small
place, although most beautifully furnished
and decorated. Indeed, says gossip, of all
the racing boxes of the English great world
in and around Newmarket, theré is not one
that can compare in comfort and luxury
with Mrs. Langtry's place. She has about
28 horses in training.
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TRAINING VESSEL BURNED.
Oatholic Reformatory Ship a Complete
Loss — Ferry Boat’s Narrow

Escape.

Liverpool, July 26.—The Roman Cath-
olic. reformatory ship Clarence was de-
stroyed by fire this morning.- It was
but a few moments after the fire was
discovered until the great three-decker
was in flames. Intense excitement pre-
vailed until it became known that the
hundreds of lads and offieers on board
the Clarence had been saved by the ferry
boats Mersey and Firefly, which quickly
made fast to the burning vessel and be-
gan pumping water on the flames.

The boys on board the Clarence work-
ed with the utmost discipline, until fore-
ed to leave with the officers. The cap-
tain’s family and Bishop Whiteside,
who spent the night on beard the Clar-
ence, lost their personal effects.

The c¢rew of the Mersey had a nar-
row escape, having barely time to re-
gain their own craft, which had the ut-
most difficulty in getting clear of the
burning vessel, the bulwarks of the Mer-
sey beginning to take fire, Three hours
after the fire was discovered the Clar-
ence’s back broke, and she settled slow-

ly.

This was the second Catholic reforma-
tory of the same name burned .on the
river Mersey. Her predecessor was fired

by boys on board of her.
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Hotel <=z
Badminton

<. VANCOUVER.

Entirely t:novated, furnished and
enlarged; heating and lighting (elec-
tric) perfect. D. Conte, late of Bald-
win hotel, San Francisco, and St.
Charles hotel, New Orleans, in
charge of the kitchen.

W. H. Mawdsley,
Manager.
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ONIM CHALEBOIS.

Will Onim Chalebols, of Montreal district,
who was last heard of on Fraser river,
please write to Frank Chalebols, care
Oriental hotel, Viectoria, B. C., who is
anxious to hear from him.

LICENSE.- AUTHORIZING AN EXTRA-
PROVINCIAL COMPANY TO CARRY
NOTICE TO SHAREHOLDERS.

A meeting of the shareholders of the
Miles Canon, and White Horse Tramwuy
Company will be held at the offices of
Messrs. Hunter & Oliver, at No. 21 Bastio
street, in the City of Victoria, British
Columbia, on Monday, the 21st day of
August, A.D. 1899, at 11 a.m.
Business:  Appointment of directors. allot
ment of shares and the business of .the
Company in general. By order, i

E. 6. TILTON.

GEORGE SHAW.

SYDNEY ASPLAND,
Provisional Directors

B. C. STEAM DYE WORKS.

141 Yates St., Victoria.
Ladies’ and Gents’ garments and
household furnishings ecleaned, dyed or
pressed equal to new.

MINERAL ACT, 189.
(Form F.)
Certificate of Improvements.
NOTICE.
Lenora Mineral Claim, situate in the Vic-
torta Mining Division of Victoria' Dis-
trict. Where located: Mt. Sicker.

Take notice that I, Henrietta McKay,
Free Miner's Certificate No. 41396a, intend,
sixty days from the date hereof, to apply

! to the Mining Recorder for a Certificate of
! Improvements, for the purpose of obtaining

a Crown Grant ef the above claim.

And further take notice that action, under
section 37, must be commenced before the
issuance of such Certificate of Improve-

ments,
Dated this 1st day of June, 1899.
HARRY SMITH.

CALVERT’S

(arbolic Tooth Powder.

6d., 1s , 1s. €d., and 1 1b. 5s. Tins, or

Carbolic Tooth Paste.

6d., 1s,, and 1s, 6d. Pots,
For Preserving the Tegth and Strengthening the Gume

Each is prepired with CALVERT'S purest Car-
bolic- the best dental wpreservative. They
svecten the breath and preventinfection by
inhalation.

Avoid Imitations Which are Numerons and Unreliable.

Agent.

From NEWTON CRANE, Fsq., late United Rtates
Corsnl, Manchester: ““Your Carbolic Tpmh
Powder is the best I ever used. In my opi ionl
am joined vy all the members of my jamily.

The Laigest Sale of any Dentifrices
F. 0. CALVERT & 09., MANCHES1ER.

Awarded 85 Gold and Silver Medals, &.
AGENTS

HENDERSON BROS., druggists. Victorie.
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