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CHAPTER XXXIV.

Bobby left the house and went
hou;c he was staying at a quiet hotel
—Prince’s Mansions were impossible
for him under the circumstances-—
and he bought the special editions of
the evening Ppapers, and read covery
line of the account of the shipwreck~
and “Lord Gaunt’s heroic conduct,”
and his heart was filled Wwith sorrow
for the death of the man whom he had
admired and loved so much.

Thesnext day he went to Berbeley
Square. Lagy Plauline came to him
with a grave but determined expres-'
slon on her face.

“She is much better,” she said. “I
have considered the queéstion from all |
points of view, and_J have decided,
that she ought to be told as soon as:
possible. You may come up now; hut,
you will be careful, Robert?” |

Bobby went up to Decima's room.i
Bhe was propped up by pillows, and !
looked very white and frail; but she
gmiled as he entered the room, and
wound her arms round his neck

“I am quite well now, Bobby,” she
paid, “and Aunt Pauline thinks I ghall
be able to go home in a few days. How
{s father? and do you think you will
{ass your exam, this time, dear?”’ |

Bebby kissed her, and so hid his
Yce for a moment. Lady Pauline stood
on the other side of the bed, grave
#nd self-possessed.

“Robert has something to tell you,
Decie,” she said. “Are you sure you
are strong enough to bear it? It is—
tad and painful gews; but we think
it will come better from us, who love
you; than in any other way.”

Decima looked from one to the
uther.

“Sad—painful?” she said. Then she
vighed. “Yes. Tell 'me, please, Bob-
by.”

Slowly and hesitatingly, with
pauses. he told her of the murder;
end as she listened, her face grew
\"Fter and her horror expressad itself
in Wor eyes.

“ON. Aoor lady—poor lady!” she

=d. “I—I saw her portrait. She
3~ his wife! ‘Oh, Bobby!”

“And -and at ' the inquest ‘they

bt a verdict of willfal murder
against Lord Gaunt,” he

!

!

aised herself on h®r elbow.
“foainst — & nst Lord
” she said.” “Murder!
T7a ~suld not have done it! I—I know
thot he could not! Where .is he?
What does he say? Oh-—wait a mo-
mcat; my head is | burning!—Aunt
Panlin2, you do not believe "it?”

“No, no!” said Lady Pauline;
not think him guilty!”

“Thank you—oh, thank wou, aun-
tie!” said Decima, faintly. “Tell me
~—tell me it all again! Let me think!"”
She put her hand to her brow and
closed her eyes.

Bobby went over it all again. It
was an easy task, for he had been
thinking of nothing else for days.past.

“No!” said Decima, with an energy
which astonished Bobby and Lady
Pauline. “It is impossible I—I know '
Lord Gaunt. He could not have done
e”

She covered her eyes with her
hands for a moment, then she dropped ;
them and lcokeél from ‘Laly Pauline
to Bobby.

“He could rot! Besides—would hé
have left his coat? Oh;, how can any
one think he.would have done itNg

Pobby held his breath. Lady
Pauline saturatcd a pocket handker-
chief with eau-de-Cologne and bathed |
Decima’s brow. Sia waved il aside;
Jmpatiently.

Nacima 1
Gaunt!

m™

»v conld, not!

“1 do

| thing,
‘ something!”

‘and - for

! think.

j want

strong Where is Lord Gaunt? What
does he say?”

Bobby held his breath.

“Lord Gaunt— Decie, dear, you'll
be brave, won't you? Lady Pauline
and I think you ought to hear it from
us, not by chance and from strangers.”

“Yes—yes!” she broke 'in, with a
‘moan. “Tell me—tell me! It would
be cruel to keep it from me. I—I

nt to know!”

“Gaunt went by the ‘Pevensey Cas-
tle’ On the morning after—after the
murder—"

“Yes,” breathed Decima. “He said
he was going to Africa! Well! Oh,
tell me all! I can bear it, indeed I
can.” L

—“And—and” — faltered Bobby—
“the vessel was lost. It foundered off
the coast of Africa—"

Decima raised herself and looked at

; him, with something in her eyes which

Bobby will- never forget while Ilife
lasts.

—*“And Gaunt— Give her -some-
Lady Pauline, brandy or—or
he broke oif.

But Decima waved a refusal of the
offered glass. ;

“Tell me—tell me everything!” she
panted. i

Bobby struggled with th> choking

{ feeling in his throat.

“Gaunt-—and—and the captain re-
mained on board after the rest had
left, and-—and-—and Gaunt—"

Decima fell back on the pillows,
a minute or two remained
motionless and speechless; then she
opened her eyes, and the hcpclesé
misery and despair in them brought
the tears to Lady Pauline’

“And—and he is cdead?’ came from
Decima’s white Lips.

Pobby bowed his head.

“Yes; I am afraid—they all think—
he was lost. He-—he behaved like a
hero. TI'll—I'll read the .newspaper
account to you when you are-able—’

“Now! now!” she said in a hollow
whigper; and Bobby, as if fie eould
not recist her, drew out the paper and
read the account. Decima listened
with fired eves afd bated jreath to
the statement of one of thé passen-
gors who had left the wreck in the
last boat.

“You see!” sa’d Bobby, struggling
the choking in his throat. “He
vn his place in the boat to the
Jackson. He kept the passen-
1 in order, and—and stoo¢ by the

in till—till—the last! Decie, it
just wl‘at Gaunt would, do,
o

2 opened her eyes upon him with
iespair.
is like him,” she said. “It
1ot he would do. Oh-—oh,
1C I w lsh I had been there! How I
wich I had been the litkle child he
kissed!”

“Decie!” murmured Lady
Decimma turncd upon her.

“Yes; I wish I had been there!”I
wish I had died with him!”

Then she closed her eyes and was
for a moment or two—so long that
Lady Pauline thought she had faint-
cd, and went to a table for a restora-
tive; but suddenly Decima opened her
cyes afd said, with feverish em-
phasis: 4

“He is not dead! ﬁ know it! He is
not dead! If he were, T—I should
feel it! No, he is not dead!”

Presently she asked them to leave
her alone.

“You will try and bear your bur-
den, dear'f’ said Lady Pauline, as she
bent over her :and  kissed her. “We

S.

with

Pauline.

 deemed it best to tell you; better that
! vou should know it from us who love

you—" >

“Yes, yes,” said Decima, with a sigh

‘gnd a weary movement of Ehe thin
‘| hand.

JYou wers rigit to tell me,
Aunt Pauline; but—but I want to
I Rave not realized it yet. it
is like one of the dreadful . dreams
that came to me when I was ill. I
think—and—oh, if I could
only ery! Aunt Pauline, my heart is
broken!
bmx.en

ed the good woman, but Decima shook—
| her head.
“I can’t pray,” bhe sa.m. ‘nhonbly, ¢

But I will try to bear m:

1920—»2

and with no irreverence.
only pray to dfe—and  that®
| wicked.” A N\

“Yes, Decima. Life and death are
; in His hands,” said Lady Pauline; and
she and Bobby lert the stricken girl
" alone.

. -Decima did nnt ¢lose hor eyes; she|
could sec the figure, whiéh had been
first and foremost in her life, with
‘eyes wide open. /And she went over
all Lady Pm!ine and Bobhy:had told'

2T could
ould pa

her of the murder ‘and of Gaunt’s life’ |

' and Gaunt’s death.

Net for an imstant did the possibil-
ity of his guilt e her mind. She
knew  him-—the? innermost heart and
soul of the mian—too well to permit of
the faintest touch of doubt as to his
innocence. Some other hand _had
done the deed—whose, matteréd very
little to Decima at that moment, for
all her mind and heart were concen-
trated upon. the fate of the man she
had loved—and would love, with all
the strength of her woman’s soul un-
til death.

Not one minute detail.of the ship-
wreck had escaped her, and she pio-
ture;d Gaunt keeping order in the '
cabin, standing on the deck with the
child in his arms, giving up his place

in the last boat to that other man, l

and then waiting and watching with

that calm self-possession, which was g

Gaunt’s birthright, for the end. i
And they thought this man, who
had given his -life for others, cap-

able of murder! |

It may have been wicked of him to
make her—ah; he had not made her
love him! = It was wicked to ask her
to go away with him, the husband of
another woman; but was not some of
the blame hers? And how nobly he
had atoned! & R

She tried to picture him lying dead
upon some wild shore, and a craving

her. i
“If I had only been there to die
with him!” broke from her trembling
I!ps. “Oh, my love—my love! How
chall I live without yeu; how shall
I

The tears came at Jast to ease her
aching heart, and they were running
down her face unheaded when Lady
Pauline came back to her.

She slent that night and dreamed.
She saw Gaunt standing on the deck,
! watching the last boat leave the ship's
side; she saw him with the child in
his arms; but in every vision he was
alive, and her imagination could not

» ‘conceive of him as dead.

CHAPTER"XXXYV.

Three days afterward they
her -down to The Woodbines.
Pauline ‘went with her, and she bore
the journey very well.

Her father received them in a kind
cf stupor.

“Dear,

took

dear, now—how pale and
thin she is!” he said to Lady Pauline.
“I'm—I'm afraid she has been ilL
There seems to be nothing but trou-
ble. I don’t know, whether you know
poor Lord Gaunt—Pauline.” He
stopped and tugged at his hair in a
bewildered way. “Most terrible affair,
mest terrible ending!' I—I scarce
know the details though Bobby, who
appears to have bzen mixed up in the
business in some extraordinary fash-'
jon which I can npt understand, has
becen endeavoring to tell me. It is
difficult to belive that a man of his
position and culture can have been
guilty of a peculiarly brutal murder;
but Mr. Mershon is convinced of his
guilt—and the verdict of the coroner’s
inquest—" He ' stopped and locked
about him helplessly. “And Mr. Mer-
shon -tells me that—that Decima has
broken off her engagement to him.
Is thai so?”

“Yes,” said Lady Pauline.

Mr. Deane rufiled his hair again and
edged to the ¥lcor.

“I'm—I'm afraid Mr. Mershnn%eels
it rather acutely, You—you know
that there have been business rela-
tions between us?” :

“Yes,” said Lady Pauline in her
direct way. “You have lost a great
deal of money, have you not, Peter?”

“Ye-ss; I'm afraid so. I scarcely
know. I thought that the loss hed
been recouped or—or—providad for
in some way; but Robert tells me that
—{hat it is not so, and that I am still
liable.”

“l may he able to help you,” jaid
Lady Pauline.

Bobby, who had entered the room
in time to hear the last part or‘the
conversation, shook his head gloom-
ily.

(to be continued.)
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Mentholatam in a surprisingly short time.
Just as soothmg and cooling for sunbura
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J. B. MITCHELL & SON, LTD., 327 Water Street, St. John's.

A HEALING CREAM

olatum

At all chemists

envy of his fate took possession of @X

Lady

‘TRAPNELL’S

“Xmas Suggestions,

Gold Filled Watches
" Silver Watches
Wrist Watches
Watch Chains
Watch Fobs
Gold Cuff Links
Gold Filled Cuff Links
Silver Cuff Links
Cigarette Cases
- Clgar Cases
Cigareite Holders
Cigar Holders
Cigar Cutters
Gold Tie Pins
Gold Filled Tie Pins
Signet Rings
Emblem Rings
Stone Rings
Bill Folds
Pocket Books
Pocket Knives
Fountain Pens
Pencils
Walking Sticks
‘Emblem Pins
Militery Brushes
Hat Brushes
Hair Brushes
Collar Buttons
Soft Collar Holders
Tobaeco: Pouches
Shaving Mwes

Ete., Ete.

Gold Bracelet Watches
Gold Filled Bracelet Watches
Diamond Rings

Set Rings

Cameo Rings

Gold Brooches

Gold Filled Brooches
Pendants

Ear Rings

Pearls

Teads

Vanity Cases

Iand Bracelets
Rangle Bracelets
Mesh Bags

Jewel Cases

Silver Vases

Neck €Chains
Wallkinz Sticks
Manicure Rolls
Manicure Pieces
French Nory Cases

2eceivers
' Boxes
Silyer Ware
“hoo Horns
Si'ver Thimbles
"heto Frames
Card Cases
Birthstone Rings
Ete., Ete.

For the Little Ones:

Three Piece S6t
Two Piece Set
Raby Spoons

‘Bracoleh

Breoch Sets
Baby Rings

Keep this List for future reference.

Better still—Buy To-day.

Outport orders receive prompt attention.
“GIFTS THAT LAST” AT

R. H TRAPNELL, Ltd.

Jewellers nd Opticians.

fixed by the maker.

Nationally priced, same price to everyone.

Guibransen Transposing

Player
Piano.

The easiest operated player on the market,

Transposes songs into any key you wish.

A course of instruction by rolls by Mr. Martin, one

Price -

Llfe-

|Saving

Station!

Fishermen! Get Smallwood’s!!
Hand-made Waterproof Boots.

‘| These Boots are ail ‘home-madef

and waterproof. Made of all
solid leather, and double wear jn
each pall'. :

Men’s ‘Hand:made Tongue Boots
Men’s Hand-made Wellington
Boots.

89 | Men’s Hand-made High three-

quarter Boots.
Men’s Hand-made Low three-
‘quarter Boots.

-M
Encourage Home Industry by
buying Home-made Boots.

- Buy Leather Boots, they wear
longer and are more healthy
than .Rubber. Footwear. Leath-
er Boots are.warmer and more
comfortable to walk in than Rub-
ber Boots.

Mail orders receive prompt
attention.

Men’s 12 inch High Laced Boots.
Men’s 14 inch High Laced Boots

'Boys” 8 inch High Laced Boots.
»Boys” Low Laced Bellows Tongue
Boots.

F. Smallwood,

- 218 and 220 Water St.
The Home of Good Shoes. -
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All p persons indebte

ito the Estate of the lat

T.J. EDENS.

’a R

e request
edlo;m a DIATE
ggymenh - The. oiﬁce wil

e open to receive such
payments. ' All bills out
standmg will be placed
inour Solicitor’s hand
for collection.

+ FOR SALE.

One Horse, about siy
years old, weight abou
1100 Ibs. Suitable fo
express work or car
riage. |

Also, two Large Ex
presses; one with rubbet
tyres; and cne Expres

Sleigh. Will be sold at

bargain.

Particulars may be had
from

F. A. EDENS,
411 Duckworth St

nov26,tf

Three Stationery
Specials.

NO. 1.

Neatly  Decorated Holly Boxi
es, with good quality Paper ang
Envelopes.. Worth 35c¢.
Now offered at 25c¢. per

NO. 2.

Specially fine Linen Finis
Paper and Envelopes, in nea
Holly Box. Usual price 65c.

Now .50c. per Box

NO. 3.

Handsome Box with hinged
Cover, high grade Linen Pape
and Envelopes. Worth 90c.

Now offered at 70c. per Box

These will make a very ac
ceptable Christmas Gift. Onl
a limited number in this Specid
offer.

Outport customers please ad
6 cents for postage.

Dicks & Co. Ltd.

Booksellers & Stationers.

~ NOTICE.

TO FISHERMEN, LUMBERMEN an
THE GENERAL PUBLIC:

I wish to announcé that we have ig
our shop the only Vulcanizing Ma
chine in Newfoundland, made for thé
sole purpose of vulcanizing soles and
heels on rubbers and gaiters or any
other part of same needing repairs
We do not do it in the old-fashioned
way—Dby cementing the rubber on. Wé
bake the new rubber into the old and
put the design on-the sole the same
as when it left the factory. We guar
antee our work and jf not satisfac
tory, return and we will do it overd
We also sharpen: Hatchets, Axes and
Butchers”™ Knives; also- Skates sharp
ened and attached to boots: Give us
and be. convinced. Outpo
work given strictest attention. Come
in .and see the machine working.
Yours-«truly,
J. M. McKINLAY,
Lime St., St. Johw's,

box.

nov29,12i
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- Christmas Gifts

“in . great ‘vaneﬁr at our store

awamng your selection.

| Fads and Fashions.

Lace is used for separate blouses.
The waist line continues to be low. ¢
The draped veil is losing in: popu-

of the best player experts in America, i8 given free
with each instrument. A few weeks’ practice with the

instruetion rolls will give /ou a mastery of expression
1akity. which will be a delight to/yourself and to your friends.”
{  The thick put! collar is stm featur- !

lied. g & Send for the Gulbransen Player Book, it gives full

Gray: veils are pnomino;; tdr spring. | £ : how to beco :
! The ‘circulsr skm is promiged for | _A?formatmn g me a player expert.
.sprlngf v . !
* Coat dresses feature the - diugonal
closing.

Thefre is a profuse use of Paisley
@rimming. -

- Veélvet gowns are trimmed with ﬂch
laces ;

Castor 18 a hvored fur for trlm-
‘ming suits.
Shantungs in hrge pﬁtterns will be
1 popular. £ g il s
fashions and mdn Gk Faimh

“I am not going to fairt. I am quire ”Pray for strength, dgar," whisper-
A vmt to-our: store will sug-

gest many good.ideas and help j
{

!you in getting a happy solution
to most of your Christmas Gift

perplemtles .

¢: Will you not look over the
many things Jwe 'ﬁave pFovided
tor youz, ..

it Yes' C.Cbihg toiday.

PETER (MARA

The pr ggist,
STORE.

RED WING
GRAPE JUICE.

We are making it pog.' '
sible for ALL to drink-
“Red Wing Grape Juice” at
reduced price. Give us a '}l
gglnnce to quote-—Wholq-‘ "
. :

Baird & Co. |,

Phone 438, :

THE REXAR-

sicians’

SupplyCo.
Royal Stores Fumiture’, St John’s.
DUCKWORTH STREET.

s5,tu,thtt

m 114!]5‘. cor. Gower Street
King’s Road, way be hired for
n&r or'meetings. Rates:
Evenings $1 0&1' fternoons $8. Ap-
ply W. F. P s Manager. jan21y

New ' models . teature . skirts with || : i >
mg gores. - . .« ~ s ; T : CUBES ylglkﬂ’s' TEANIMENT ~RELIEVES
i peee . : ; ;7-.. DrsTan:rx.
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