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CHAPTER XVIIL
Bagley Shines Out.
tcortinued)

The criminologist evinced a polite
but not enthusiastic willingness to
hear, and at once took an attitude of
grave attention, which he kept during
the entire his face never
changing ; his gaze sometimes turned
penetratingly on Bagley, sometimes
dropping idly to the table.

“There’s a young fellow in this
Bagley went

recital,

town, a friend of mine,’
on, ‘of a literary turn of mind, and
:ltogether what you'd 'call a queer
Dick. He’d got down on his luck,
for one reason and another, and was
dead sore on himself. Now being
the sort of man he was, understand,
he took the most remarkable notiot
you ever heard of.” And Bagley gave
what Larcher had inwardly to admit
was a very clear and plausib'e account
of the whole transaction. Asthe tale
advanced, the medicolegal expert’s
eyes affected the tale less and Bagley’s
By and by they
Larcher’s with

countenance more,
occasionally sought
something of same inquiry that those
of Barry Tompkins had shown, But
the courteous attention, the careful
heeding of every word, was maintain-
ed to the end of the story.

¢And now, sir,) said Bagley,
triumphantly, ¢ I'd like to ask what
you think of that?’

The criminologist gave a final look
at Bagley, questioning for the last
time his seriousness, and then an-
swered, with cold decisiveness :

¢It’s impossible.’

¢ But I know it to be true !’ blurted
Bagley.

¢ Some little transformation might
be accomplished in the way you de-
scribe,’ said ‘the medico-legal man,

‘ You're not going yet, are yeu?
said Larcher.

‘Yes, sir. I lose this bet; but I'll
try my story on the. police ‘just the
same. Truth is mighty and will pre-
vail.’

Before Bagley could make his way
out, however, Turl, who had been
watching him, managed to get to his
side, Larcher; waving a good night
to Barry Tompkins, tollowed the two
from the room. In th:
ed -the stakes to Turl.

¢Oh, yes, you win all right enough,’

hali ne hand-

admitted Bagley. My fun wil come
later.’

<1 trust you'll see the funny sid:
of it,” replied Turl, accompanying
him forth to the snowy street,
haven’t laughed much at the
foretaste of the incredulity thatawaits
you,’

‘ Never you mind. I'll make them
believe me, before' I’m through.” He
had turned toward Sixth Avenue.
Turl and Larcher stuck ciose to him.

‘You'll have them suggesting rest-
cures for the mind, and that sort ol
thing,” said Turl, pleasantly.

¢ And the newspapers will be call-
ing you the Great American Identifier.
put in Lacher.

¢ There’ll be somebody else as the
chief identifier,” said Bagley, glaring
at Turl. ‘Somebody that knows it’s
you. I heard her say that much.’

¢Stop a moment, Mr, Bagley.” Turl
enforced obedience by stepping in
front of the man and facing him. The
three stood still, at the corner, while
an elevated train rumbled along over-
head. *I dont think you really mean
that, I don't think that, as an Ameri
can, you would really subject a wo-
man—such a woman—to such an

ordeal, to gain so little, Would you

| now?’

¢ But not such as would insure against |

recognition by an observant acquaint-
ance for any appreciable length of
time.’

¢ But surely you know what crim-
jinals have done to avoid identifica-
tion?’

‘Better than any other man in
New York,’ said the other, simply,
without any boastfulness.

¢ And you know what these facial
surgeons do ?’

¢ Certainly. A friend of mine bhas
written the only really scientific mon-
ograph yet published on the art they
profess.’

¢ And yet you say
friend has done is impossible ?’

that what my

¢What you say he has done is
quite impossible.  Mr.,
for example, whom you cite as hav-
ing once met your friend and then
failed to recognize him inten seconds
after any transformatior within pos-
sibility. If he failed to recognize
the man you take to be- your friend
transformed, make up your mind the
man is somebcdy else.’

l'ompkins,

Bagley drew a deep sigh, curtly
thanked the criminologist, and rose,
saying to Larcher: ¢ Wdll, you bet-
ter turu over the stakes to
friend, I guess.’
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¢ Why shouldn’t 1?'
defiant look, Bagley had weakened a
bit.

‘] can't imagine your doing it.
Baut if you did, my lawyer would have
to make you tell how you had heard
this wonderful tale.’

¢ Through the door

Despite his

that’s eas)
enough,’

“We could that
couldn’t possibly be heard through so
thick a door, except by the most
careful attention—at the keyhole
You would have to tell my lawye:
why you were listening at the keyhol
—at that keyhole of that lady's parlor.
I can see you now, in my mind's eye
attempting to answer that question—
with the reporters eagerly awaiting
your reply to publish it to the town.’

Bagley still glaring hard, did some
silent imagining on his own part. At
last he growled:

“If I do agree to settle this matter
on the quiet, how much of that money
have you got left?”

show the tal

“If you mean the money you placed
in Murray Davenport's hands before¢
he disappeared, I've never heard that
any of it has been spent. But isn’t
it the case that Davenport considered
himself morally entitled to that
amount from you?

Bagley gave a contemptuous grunt;
then, suddenly brightening up, he
said:  *“S’pose Davenport was en-
titled to it. As you ain’t Davenport
why, of course, you ain't entitled to
it. Now what have you got to say?”’

“Merely, that, as you're not Daven
port, neither are you entitled to it.”

“But I was oniy supposin’. I-don’t
admit that Davenport was entitled tc
it. Ordinary law's good enough for
me. I just wanted to show you
where you stand, you not bein’ Daven-
port, even if he had a right to the
money.

“Suppose Davenport had given me
the money ?”

“Then you'd have to restore it, as
it wasn’t lawfully his.”

“But you can’'t prove that I have it,
to restore.”

“If'1 can establish any sort of con-
nection between you ahd Davenport, I
can cause your affairs to be thorough-
1y looked into,” retorted Bagley.

“But you can't establish that con-
pection, any more than you can con-
vince anybody that I'm Murray Da-
venport.” <

Bagley wes fiercely silent, taking in
a deep breath for the cooling of his
rage; He wa$ a man who saw vistas
f probability in a moment, and who

‘You |l
litt | trouble for you over that money;
e |
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was correspondingly quick in making
decisions.

“We're at a deadlock,”
‘“You're a clever boy, Dav, or Turl,
1 might as well call you. I know the
game's .against me, and Turl you shall
all I've ever got

said he.

be from now on for
to say. I did swear.this evening to
make it hot for you, but I'm not as
hot myself now as I was at that mo-
ment. I'll give up the idea of causing
but
must have.”

asked Turl.
scorning

itself 1
“Do you need it badly?”
“Need it!” cried Bagley,

the money

e e e o

them to their homes in it. But they
preferred a walk, and left him wait-
ing for his cab.

“Well!” exclaimed Larcher, as soon
as he was out of the saloow.
gratulate .you! 1 "géared 'Bagley
would give trouble. But how easnl_\
he came around!” o :

“You for get how formnate I am,’
gaid Turl! smilfng.” “Poor Davenport
could never have brought him
around.”

“There’s no doubtmg your Iuck,”
said Larcher; “even with cards.”

“Toucky with cards,” - hegan' Turl,
lightly; but broke  off all -at .once,
and looked suddenly dubious as Lar-
cher glanced at him .in the electric
light.

To be continued.
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the imputation. “Not me! The loss
it would never touch me. But no
man can ever say he's done me out
of that money, no matter how smart
Le is. So I'll have that back, if-I've
got to spend all the rest of my pile
to get it. One way or another, I'll
manage to produce evidence connect-
ing you with Murray Davenport at the
time he disappeared with my cash.”
Turl pondered. Presently he said:
“:f it were rertored to you, Daven-
port’s moral right to it would still bs
ingisted on. The storation would be
merely on grounds of expediency.”

of

said Bagley.
Turl went on, “Daven-
and certainly

“All right,”

“Of course,”
port no longer needs it;
I don't need it.”

“Oh, don’'t you on the
quired Bagley, surprised.

“Certainly not. I can a very
good income. Fortune smiles on me.”

“I shouldn’t mind your holding out
a thousand or two of that
when you pay it over—say two thous-
and, as a sort of testimonial of my
regard,” said Bagley, dnatured-
ly.

level?” in-

€arn
money

g00

“Thank you very much. You mean
to be generous; but I couldn’t accept
a dollar as a gift, from the man who
wouldn’t pay Murray Davenport as a
right.”

“Would you accept the
and, then, as Murray
right—you being a kind of an heir of
his?”

“I would accept the whole amount
in dispute; but under that not a
cent.”

Bagley looked
hard; then said,
what I'll do with you.
that money-— the whole amount, If
you win, keep it, and I'll shut
But if I win, you turn it over
never let me hear another word about
Davenport's right.”

“As 1 told you before, I'm not a
gambling man. And I can't admit
that Davenport’s right is open to set-
tlement.”

“Well, at least you'll admit
you and I don’t agree about it.
can’t deny there's a difference
opinion between us. If you want to
settle that difference once and for
ever, inside of a minute, here’s your
chance. It's just cases like this that
the dice are good for. There's a sa-
loon on that corner. Will you
come?”’

“All right,” said Turl.
three strode diagonally
Avenue.

“Gimme a box of dice,” 'said Bagley
to the man behind the bar, when they
had entered the brightly lighted
place.

“They’re usin’
was the reply.

“Got a pack o’
Bagley.

The barkeeper
which had been
box.

“I'll' make it as sudden
like,” said Bagley to Turl. “One cut
apiece, and highest wins. Or would
you like something not so quick?”

“One cut, and the higher wins,”
said Turl. 5

“Shuffle the cards,”
Larcher, who obeyed.
self, said Bagley to Turl.
cut, and_ turned up a ten-spot.
ley cut, and showed a six.

“The money’s yours,” said Bagley.
“And now, gentlemen, what'll you
have to drink?”

The drinks were ordered, and tak-
en in silence.

“There’s only one 'thing I'd like to
ask,” said Bagley thereupon. “That
keyhole business—it needn’t go any
further, I s’pose?”

“I give you my word,” said Turl.
Larcher added his, whereupon Bag-
ley bade the barkeeper telephone for
a four-wheeler, and would have taken!

two thous-
Davenport’s

at Turl long and
quietly: “I tell

I'll toss up for

up.
and

that
You
of

over

And the
across Sixth

it in the back room.”

cards?” then asked
handed over a pack
reposing in a cigar-

as you

said Bagley to

“Help your-
The latter
Bag-
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General P(st Olece Aug. 12, 1911.

H. J‘. B. WOODS, P. M. G.
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LONDON DIRECTORY

(Published Annually)

NABLES traders throughout the
World to communicate direct with
knglish
MANUFACTURERS 3 DEALERS

n each clasd of goods. ' Besides beéin

complete commercial guide to London

qud I?;E suburbs, the Directory contain:

.8ts o

o

EXPORT MERCHAN
with the goods they ship, andth Colonia
and Foréign Markets ¢ ey supp.y ,
STEAMSHIP LINES

arranged under the Ports to'which the
sail, and indicating the approxima
wilings ;

PROVINCIAL TRADE NQTICES
of leading Manufacturers, Mer~hants
etc., in the principal provircial town

and industrial centréd of the Unite
Kingdom,

f A e\%;zi off thehcumrdlt edition vnll be
TWA relg ¢ paid, on receipt o
Postal Order for 20, v

Dealers seeking Agencies can advertis-
their trade cards for £1, or large adve-
tirements trom . £3..

THE LONDON DIRECTORY Co. Ltd

ag, Abchurch Lane, Londan, K. C

WEDDIN

ham and Shefiield.

Job PRINTING

Inspection Invited.

The Latest Deswns in Hall Marked

Silverware and Novdtles
from the best makers in London, Birming-

Also Platedware

JOSEPH ROPER.

PRESENTS

We b
certainty

“S

which

art H""
‘\\-‘
40c

Ib.,

Crystalizet Cherries, Ground Sweet 4
Almond Paste, Hires Root Beer Extr:
Green Peas, ‘Lemon Crystals, 2 0z. bq
Gouda Cheese, 25 cents Ib. :

Corned Pigs’ Pongues, 18 cents |b.

Ex “ Florizel” Th
Can. CABBAGE, N

C. P EFEAC

A New Shipn

arriages

IS NOW ON D

You certainly will want to ta
bright sunshiny days, and th
nish the finest

BABY CARRIAGES :

that can be secured anywher«
AT ALL PRICES.

U. S. PICTURE & POF

Complete House
£
Ladies’ Crin

ARGAIN

ARGAIN
ARGAIN

this St

Clearing Sale «

HEN RY

33 Ladies’ Assorted Crinoline Hats,

selling from $1.75 to $3.50,
each. W&=Special Lots in \W
Lot No. [—Price $1.75
Lot No. 2—Price 2.50-
Lot No. 3—Price 2.20--
: Lot Ne. 4—Price 2.30-
= = 10t No. 5—Price 3.30--

A Special

IN LADIES' SHOES

pairs Ladies' O

Only 65 cents

cnry
apes, Valen

Due to arrive to-night,
Q %egs Choice New Grapes
50 cases Valencia Onio
6o cases Pineappid
I Our

.HJ mart




