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ORGANIZED 
IN WARD /.

kero’ Campaign Has Note All 
the IVardt at Work-

-License Reduction to be the Issue 
f of January.

Addresses by Aid. Lees, Aid. 
Morris and Others.

By the election of officers for Ward 
« jffo. 1 the Citizens’ Campaign Committee 
J fpnrpleted the organization of the city 

for the coming municipal vit étions, last 
night, and the work of canvassing and 

I getting the vote in shape for election day 
VUdll now be prosecuted vigorously.

. 2, Ward 1 held its meeting in St. Giles’ 
■ Ohurch. The east eaid of the Waid was 
I well represented, and the west end had a 
Dumber of workers on hand. Mr. Win. 
Yates, President of the Campaign Com
mittee, was in the chair, and explained 
what was to be done in a concise speech 
at the opening. Short addresses were 
also made by itev. Mr. Harris, of Chai- 
iners Uhurcn, Mountain Top, Ü. Davis, 
1*. Arnott, een., and W. A. Lee.

Jüric Bower, Secretary of the Central 
Executive, gave an address on organiza
tion. He explained how the campaign 
had progressed and the plan by wluch it 
iwras intended to make a thorough can
vass, using the card system for recording 

: bhe voters and obtaining all the infonna-
(tion that could be used to advantage on 

election day.
■ The election of ward officers resulted

as follows :
i President, Mr. John Poag.
( 1 Vice-President, Mr. Richard Hicks, jun. 
| ■ Treasurer, Mr. E. H. Smith.
• The election of a secretary and the se

lection of representatives from the var
ious churches will complete the ward 

; committee.
• AW. Geo. H. Lees gave a convincing 

address. He first mentioned the fact 
that the brewers and distillers of the 

: City were asking a special rate for water 
r hod had asked lue committee to consider 
> the question as a business proposition. 
• He had taken it up in that light and had 

found that the city of Toronto had a 20 
| pea cent, higher rate on hotels than in 
j other businesses, that the Government of 
i Ontario had placed a higher tax upon 

•t distillers and brewers than upon other 
I businesses, and so on, and he felt bound 
; to be guided by the wisdom of the men 
i who had made a study of the question, 
j Hf quoted the views of many great men 
. ont the liquor traffic, and then urged the 
• voters to make reduction the one issue 
* in the coming elections. He heartily en- 
" dorsed Aid. Milne and Aid. Morris for 

the Council.
Rev. J. B. Paulin, Rev. A. E. Mitchell 

and Rev. Walter Quailing Von spoke
briefly.

AM. Thomas Morris was the . last 
speaker. Whether elected or defeat ted 
in the coming elections, he would, he 
said, continue to work for the cause of 
temperance, but he urged the electors to 
n»ke license reduction, the doing n way 
with a number of liars and the encour
agement of first-class genuine hotels, the 
only issue next January.

Secretary Bower announced a general 
Jfteeting in the central rooms. James 
eta'eet, an Saturday night, and the great 
mass meeting for men in First Methodist 
Church on Sunday afternoon at 4.15.

ANNUAL TEA.
Stoney Creek Methodists Had a 

Right Good Time.

The annual tea meeting of the Meth
odist Church, Stoney Creek, was held 
last night and was a decided success in 
every respect. Shortly after 6 o’clock 
the people began to gather from far and 
near, and the spacious tables spread in 
tiie lecture room were filled again and 

: again by the crowd, which seemed intent 
on demolishing everything in sight. The 
ladies, however, had made such a bund- 

. ant provision for the crowd that there 
” was not the slightest danger of a famine. 

The country people were out in full 
force. The trolley from east and west 

, brought the people from Hamilton, Bar
il', tenville and Winona and other places, 

till the house was full.
After all had satisfied themselves 

with the bounties provided, the pro- 
1 , gramme began in the audience room 
| Upstairs. The pastor, Rev. Mr. Me- 

Lachlan, acted as chairman. The choir 
was out in full force, numbering some 
forty in all, and furnished excellent 

- music. They were supplemented in the 
i ' musical part of the programme by 

1 'f violin and vocal solos, which were de
lightfully rendered. A couple of reci
tations were admirably given. The 

‘ speakers were Rev. E. B. l^incelev, of 
First Church, Rev. Dr. Williamson, of 
Emerald Street, and Rev. W. J. Smith, 
of Charlton Avenue. The church is a 
hgautlful structure, built Mn recent 
years. The debt has been reduced to 
11,100, and the energetic pastor and i
r people are now engaged in raising I 

balance. Theÿ have succeeded so 
inwall that they are after the last $100, 

i they will get it very soon.

Tailored Suits for Every Woman-S*-Half Price
Mantles, Too, for Women and Misses—Wonderfully Clever Man^-About Half Price

Exclusive styles brought to you from the best makers without their excessive cost, made possible by our expert buying for ready cash, in lots and quantities that would stagger more preten
tious stores. We’re famous for low prices. Premium tickets, too.

Great Big Purchase of Women’s Suits
Lucky is the woman who has delayed buying her new Winter Suit if she gets one of these. 

She should, too, for there are plenty of them, newly made nobby suits, cleverly designed and 
mechanically perfect, almost every shade you could want, some extreme, but all wearable ; you 
never saw better styles ; it’s a shame to ask so little money for them, but we can afford to, so 
the saving is yours. Come early.

$16.00 Suits for $7.60 $20.00 Suits for $10.00
$26.00 Suits for $12.60 $30.00 and $36.00 Suits for $16.00

Another Equally Big “Buy” of Women’s Coats
Our mantle buyer pulled off a mantle “stunt” yesterday that will keep other stores go

ing for a day or two to equal—they won’t beat it. Hundreds of swell Coats for women, some for 
misses, 14 to 16 years. All perfect coats, made as coats should be, all the good cloths, all the good 
shades ; women’s sizes 32 to 46 bust, a wonderful array of styles, every one correct, at prices that 
make Shea Coats famous.

$1Q.50 to $13.50 Coats for $7.50 $16.00 to $18.50 Coats for $10.95
$20.00 Coats for $12.50 $25.00 Coat» for $15.00

Children’s Coats
Scarlet, navy, green, black and 

brown cloths and warm Tweed8, mili
tary and coat collar, plain or pleated

$3.00 for $1.96 
$4.60 for $2.95 
$6.50 for $6.00

Women's Astrakhan Fur Coats 
(25.00

Made of good pelts, heavy lustrons 
curl, $37.50 value.

Misses’ Pleated Skirts, all 
colors and sizes; worth $6.00 
for................................... $3.95

Women's Far Lined Mantles $30 and $37.50
Our Mantle buyer scored again here : A maker wanted to take stock ; 

it was easier for him to count money than coats, our buyer got there at 
the right moment ; there are over 50 of them, rich fur linings, deep heavy 
collars,'all colors of cloth, all sizes, $50 to $59, the frQfl Anfl *Q7 Rfl 
values, Saturday prices are only......................................... VvU (11111 tgv I ivu

Women’s Skirts at (2.95
Made of plain clothe and. fancy 

tweeds, $4 and $4.60 values.

Women’s Skirts (4.50
Panamas, Poplins and Venetians, 

blacks and colors, $6.60 values.

Sensational Millinery Reductions
WOMEN’S COLORED HATS for street wear, neat, nobby and clever 

shapes, made of moire and trimmed with mounts and wings, regularly $0.95 
value, on sale, to clear, tor........................................................ ..................................*3.50

WOMEN’S BLACK HATS, made of velvets and silk, in the very newest
shapes, not extreme, but most becoming, $8.95 all season, now.............*5.50

CHILDREN’S TRIMMED HATS, some beavers, some felt shapes, all the 
good colors, trimmed with ribbon and silk, neat, winsome styles for the little 
girls and the older miss, $5.95 value, for.................................................................*2.05

UNTRIXOIED SHAPES, worth $2.00, WINGS AND MOUNTS, worth 60c 
3.00 and $4.00. for.......................................
......................... BOe. $1.00 and $l.BO *° *4n°, for...................... lOc to $1.00

Wonderful FUR Bargains
Warm, comfortable and stylish Neck Furs, picked up by our fur buyer at 

some hardly believable reductions, but hard cash is a potent factor in fur buy
ing. He made it count here. We only ask our ordinary profit ; you make the
savings.

MINK THROWS, worth 835.00, for................................................. *22.50
MINK STOLES, worth $30, for..........................................................*1R.50
MINK MUFFS, worth $33.00, for.......................................................$17.50
MINK MUFFS, worth $25.00, for..................................... ...................* 15.00

Royal Ermine Muffs, worth (45.00, hr (25.00
Marmot Stoles, worth $17.50, for.............................................. .• .... $15.00
Marmot Stoles worth $15, for...................................................................$10.00
BLACK TIMBER LYNX RUFFS .... *10.00. *13.50. *113.00 
BLACK TIMBER LYNX MUFFS ... *7.50, *10.00 and *12.00

Misses’ and Children’s White and Black Hose, Neck 
Furs and Muffs, 1-3 to 1-2 off regular.

The best Underwear made, for women and children, on 
sale in the Shea store.

Bleached Table Damask
*1.25, for...............................$1.00
*1.50, for ... .......................$1.2B
*1.75, for ... .......................$1.50

Hack Towels 60c
Fancy Stitched and Damask 

Ends; gift goods.

Women’s Kid Gloves
Best in Canada, guaranteed ..

.. DOc, *1.00. *1.25. *1.50

Damask Table Cloths
$4.00, for............................. *2.05
$4.50, for................................*5.40
$5.00, for..............................*3.05

Fine Kimona Cloths
Best value you ever handled ..

................... 15, 20. 25 and 30e

Women's Lined Gloves
Splendid Kid Fur Tops—
$2.00, for...........................  *1.50

$1.50, for ....................... *1.25

New York Hand Bags For Xmas
Direct from New York with all the little style touches of 

America’s great fashion centre, Black Bags and Colored Bags, 
Large Bags and Small Bags. They should be bought now while 
yon can get your choice. Every one marked at our famously 
low prices:
50c, 75c, $1.00, $1.25, $1.50, $2.00, $2.60, $3.00, $4.00 and $5.00

Needle Books For Xmas Gifts
Filled with the most practical assortments of the best 

Needles made in England from 15c with every between price to 
$1.50.

SHEA’S Saturday, Nov. 27,
«Store open till 

■ 10 o’clock. 
Phone 1601 

“THE STORE FOR THRIFTY PEOPLE”
“SHOPPING ELSEWHERE IS AN EXTRAVAGANCE”

500 pairs of the best made Corsets in Canada, 
$1.00, $1.25, $1.50 values, on sale for per pair

The Very Best Underskirt Values in 
Canada Are Here

Silk Petticoats, black and colored, all the new shades, made of splendid 
well wearing Swiss taffeta silk, absolutely pure; another case where Shea’s 
prices are lowest. •

$5.00 Skirts...............................*3.05 $6.50 Skirts.............................. *4.05
Silk Petticoats for stout women at.............................................................*<1.05
Sateen and Moreen Petticotts, $1.50, for........................................................ OOc
Moreen and Taffetine Petticoats, $2.50, for...............................................*1.40
Heatherbloom and Regal Taffeta Skirts, worth $3.00 and $3.50, for *1.05

Women’s Silk Waists
Made of beautiful black taffeta 

silk, new- styles and grand value at..
.................... *2 05, *3.50 and *4.00

Pillow Shams
Prettily embroidered, hemstitched 

and drawn work.. 35, 40, 50, 60c

Centre Pieces and Tray Cloths
15, 25, 50,* up to $:t.OO.

Bradley Mufflers
The only one, all colors; the only 

price, each ........................................ 50c

Women’s Net Waists
White and ecru, made over silk slips, 

new style of embroidery, special at. .
............ .............. ’ *2.50, *3.40 and *4

Boys' School Hose
For over stockings, 4-1 rib..............

....................................... 35, 40 and 45c
Children's Leggings

Cardinal and white, special value at
........................................................ 25, SOc

Toques for Children
Cardinal, scarlet, white and fancy..

....................................... 25, 35, 40, 50c

Women's Shirts (5.95
Venetians, Broadcloths and Serges, J 

is, $7.60 values, some |

Women’s Shirts (7.50
They are good $10 Skirts, Voiles, | 

Satin Cloths and fine Broadcloths.

Children’s and Misses’ Dresses A Feature II

Princess Dresses in navy Panama, trimmed with buttons and braid, 4,
8, 10 and 14 years; each........................................*2.25, *2.50, *2.75, *2.05

Girls’ and Misses’ Sailor Dresses, navy and brown serges, trimmed with 
white and colored braids ; sizes 3 to 18 years, from *2.00 all the way to
................................................................................. ................................................................. *7.50

Children’s Bearette Coats
White “Bear” Coats and White Cloth and Eiderdown Coats, some sam

ples, a third less than regular, and others regular stock, but all marked at 
OUR FAMOUSLY LOW PRICES..............................................................................................
.............................................. *1.50, *2.00, *2.25, *2.50, *2.05 up to *5.05

Warmer Bed Coverings-Blankets
The weather now has been showing his teeth the last day or two; just 

enough to make you think of warm bed coverings. Our imported English 
pure wool Blankets are the best you ever laid hands on. Even lofty weave, 
finished at both ends, fast colored borders. These prices are lows

66x86 Blankets............................*5.05
72x90 Blankets........................... *6.50
80x100 Blankets........................... *7.50

60x80 PURE WOOL CANADIAN BLANKETS......................... .................*3.05
IBEX FLANNELETTE• BLANKETS, the best made in Canada, grey or 

white, have made big advances lately; our prices are still the same:
12-4 Blankets...............................*1.40
11-4 Blankets...............................*1.25
10-4 Blankets.................................*1.00

New White Lawn Waists
Just to hand direct from the factory, 

new stvles and the best you ever saw, 
at $1,11.26, $150, $1.95.

Women’s Hose 35c
3 for $1, beautiful fine pure wool, 

plain and ribbed.

Boys’ Hose 26c
Heavy all wool worsted 4-1 ribbed, 

special........................................... . --Sc

Wool Sashes
Cardinal, scarlet, white, navy, 15c, 

25c and................................................... 50c

Warm Waists
Lustre and Cashmere Waists, black, 

white and colors, grand values $1, 
$1.29 and.............................................. $1.50 I

Boys’ Diamond Knee Hose, best in ! 
Canada, 40c to......................................... 75c j

Children’s Hose
All wool 1-1 ribbed doubled heel and I 

toe, 25c to................................................ 50c j

Fancy Collars
An immense showing at 25c, 60c, 75c, II 

and............................ , .......................$1.00

LYNCHED NEGRO.
He Had Beaten and Robbed an 

Old Citizen.

Meridian, Miss., Nov. 26.—Morgan
Chambers, the negro who was taken from 

j" Town Marshal Broadway and Deputy 
L Joe Camp at Meehan by a mob, who rid- 

his body with bullets last night, 
j earlier in the day, beaten and rob- 
| Martin Dressier, an aged citizen of 

, a small station two miles west of

1er was taken to Meehan for 
treatment and the negro cap- 

at Chunkey, a few miles further 
was taken to Meehan, where he 
itively identified by his victim, 

the identification Marshal 
edway and Deputy Camp started 
> the prisoner for the town prison, 
the way they were confronted by the 
h, who took the negro by force. Mar- 
1 Broadway had his cheek grazed by 
mllet in the scrimmage.

Rubber, rubber, who’s got the rub- 
? You can get Catspaw Rubber 
ils at any shoe store or cobbler’s.

notoriety is really dear at any

WILL RETAIN 
THE LIBRARY.

Ratepayers to be Asked to Vote 
$25,000 For Purpose.

Engineer to Gather Information 
Re Proposed Canal.

Aid. Hopkir.s Wanted the Pro
position Shelved

It kept the Finance Committee busy 
for over an hour yesterday trying to 
figure out how money can lie raised to 
retain the library building on Main 
street as a civic convention hall. The 
aldermen were unanimously in favor of 
holding the property, but their views 
varied as to how the $25,000 required by 
the Library Board can be secured.

A deputation from that body, Chair
man H. C. Fear man, John Milne and 
Librarian Hunter, appeared and explain
ed that they had an offer from William 
Southam, who is willing to pay $25,000 
for the property. The building cost $38,- 
000 and the land was valued at $8.000. 
The deputation expressed the opinion 
that the property as it stands is worth 
considerably over $50,000 to day.

Although the money will not be re
quired until next summer, the deputa
tion explained that it was necessary to 
receive some assurance from the city if 
it was desired that the municipality 
should retain control of the building. 
The agreement with Andrew Carnegie 
stipulates that his grant of $75,000 will 
not -be paid over until the board has 
spent $25,000 on the building. It has 
already purchased a site further west 
on the south side of Main street at a 
cost of about $25,000.

City Clerk Kent explained that there 
were only two things the committee 
could legally do. The first proposition 
was tor the city to issue delientures for 
$25.000. the Library Board to pay these 
off in twenty years under its half mill 
rate, or to submit a by-law for the 
amount in January.

Mayor McLaren suggested that the 
matter stand over until next year, and 
a committee l>e appointed in the mean
time to see what revenue can be derived 
from the building. He thought the 
money could be advanced in the mean
time on the property, and then if the 
ratepayers decided they did not want it 
the city could sell. “If you are going 
to submit a by-law, don’t tie a drag net 
around it. Wait and get it in shape so 
the people will understand what they 
are voting on,” he advised.

“The by-law will certainly be voted 
down if it is not properly explained,” 
observed Chairman Peregrine.

The Library Board shied at the pro
position of poying off the debentures. 
“We would simply be buying back our

own property and turning it over to the 
city,” said Mr. Milne. Besides, he ex
plained, the board required all its money 
for the work it has on hand.

After numerous suggestions had lieen 
made and rejected, it was decided on 
motion of Alderman Farmer, seconded 
by Aid. Hopkins, to submit a by-law to 
cuise $25,IKK) to enable the library 
Board to carry into effect its agreement 
with Mr. Carnegie, the board to release 
the property to the city, and that a 
committee be appointed to confer with 
the Library Board as to the best method 
of deriving revenue from the building.

The conference will lie held on Satur
day afternoon at 4 o’clock.

Herbert H. New, architect for the new 
additions to the Isolation Hospital, 
wrote explaining that E. B. Turnbull 
desired to he relieved' from the painting 
contract. Mr. Turnbull’s figure was 
about $320. but it was for only one of 
the buildings. There was no marked 
cheque with his tender, as required by 
the city. It was explained that the ten
ders had l»een ^.v/rded through the 
architect. The next lowest tenderer was 
R. Stamp & Ron, whose figure was 
$570. AM. Cooper moved that the firm 
be warded the contract.

I move we call for new tenders." «aid 
Aid. Lees. “I have not the slightest 
suspicion that there is anything wrong 
about this, but it is establishing a bad 
precedent, and I have seen in this very 
room many a crooked deal on such a 
tender os that.”

The committee awarded the contract 
on Aid. Cooper’s motion.

City Engineer Macallum recommended 
that an engineer be engaged at an esi- 
nmted cost of between $300 and $400 to 
gather information about the depth of 
earth and rook and depth of the Grand 
River in connection with the route the 
city will suggest to the Dominion Gov
ernment for the new Erie-Ontario canal.

“I move that it be laid over until 
next year,” said Aid. Hopkins.

“We may not be here next year; let 
us deal with it now,” replied Aid. 
Cooper, and the committee acted on his

The City Clerk of Toronto asked that 
Hamilton join in a petition to the On
tario Government urging that a plebis
cite be taken on the advisability of the 
municipal ownership of the telephone 
systems of the province. The aldermen 
decided to leave this over for next year’s 
Council.

The committee decided that in view 
of the fact that Hamilton has a sana
torium of its own to support, the city 
could not afford to make a grant to the 
National Sanatorium Association.

A sub committee was appointed to 
confer with the sureties of the Kramer- 
Irwin Company about the interest on 
certain payments, which is being dis-

MYSTERY OF
BIRD MIGRATION.

OUR KNOWLEDGE LIMITED TO 
THE ACTUAL MOVEMENT.

Reason of Long Flights Unknown— 
What Climate and Food Have to 
Do With Long Journeys—Study of 
Game Birds—Returning to Old 
Breeding Places.

It is a far cry from the day when Ar
istotle propounded the doctrine that 
birds hibernate like woodchucks to the 
present time, yet much* of the mystery 
which that early naturalist sought to 
dispel still lingers about the wonderful 
phenomena of migratory movement.

Only in birds (unless we except fishes) 
is tr-ue migration instinct found. Erratic 
semi-migratory movements of insects 
take place; scarcity of food or some 
other strongly compelling cause induces 
from time to time a semblance of mi
gration among some of the mammals, 
but only the winged and feathered in
habitants of the globe exhibit a season
al rhythmic swing south to north and 
vice versa.

Our modern knowledge embraces much 
data respecting the actual migratory 
movement, its date of commencement, 
duration and termination, the termini 
of the jaurney, the route followed and 
the planner in which the travelling is 
performed. We. have accumulated a 
great mass of statistics concerning the 
time in spring and fall when certain 
feathered wanderers may he reasonably 
expected to appear at a given point 
along their route.

We know that the method of per
forming these journeys varies much be
tween species as in length of. flight that 
takes them from winter to summer 
homes and return, whether they fly al
most continuously, or by short, leisure^ 
stages ; whether flights are mostly by 
day or night or both, the route followed 
and whether this is changed by varying

You need a pair of Catspaw Rubber 
Heels; why not get them to-day. Save 
your rubbers and money. All dealers.

Wigwag—There are some rich men 
who have made their fortunes honestly. 

Cynicus—And there is also a needle in
a haystack......

weather or other conditions. We also 
know that certain species perform their 
flight to their northern summer homes 
along one route and return to their 
southern winter homes by a widely dif
ferent course.

It is well established that some species 
flock and fly almost entirely by them
selves, that others are found widely 
scattered among flocks of other species, 
that in still other cases two or three 
species may almost certainly be found 
flocked together, while in some instances 
the flight is performed more in an indi
vidual and straggling manner. It is a 
fact well known to many gunners that 
the course and manner of certain species 
of migrating birds have been changed 
materially within recent years, perhaps 
permanently. and that temporary 
charges of this character constantly oc
cur. due to easily recognized causes.

That class of birds whose life cycle 
is perhaps best known is naturally, says 
I’.. S. Bowdish in the Scientific American, 
the one which includes those classed as 
game birds. Notably, as regards migra
tion. these birds fall readily into three 
divisions the water fowl, including 
ducks, geese and swans; the Limicolae 
or shore birds, principally the sandpipers 
and plovers ; the gnllinaceaus birds such 
as the hob white or quail and the ruff
ed grouse or partridge.

The southward fall migration of the 
first mentioned division- may perhaps 
be readily ascribed to search for wide 
and rich feeding areas where open water 
is assured, the northern flight to a simi
lar seeking of ample breeding grounds, 
while the southward flight is in some 
few instances continued as far as the 
West Indies and South America, in the 
main the movement is only sufficient 
and in general seems to conform to the 
cause assigned. In suitable localities on 
the New England const and along Long 
Island we find an abundant representa
tion of this division braving the rigors 
of winter, while in the wonderful breed
ing grounds along the coast of North 
Carolina their numbers seem only to be 
limited by the persecution of the gun-

The northward journey of the mem
bers of this division, it is true, is for the 
most, part extended well into the Arctic 
or sub-Arctic regions, but this is large
ly o matter of necessity to secure suffi
cient areas of suitable nature where 
they may breed in peace. Where birds 
of this division are not harassed in late 
winter and spring by shooting it has 
been found that they often remain in 
considerable numbers to breed much fur
ther south than the usually ascribed 
southern limit of summer residence.

On the other hand, the migratory 
movement of the second division men
tioned is one of the most extreme 
known. Such birds as the golden plover, 
black bellied plover, buff breasted sand
piper and others of their kind are start
ling examples of the most wonderful mi
gration flights. The golden plover, 
breeding within the Arctic circle, often 
extends its quarters as far south at 
Patagonia. Of necessity the breeding 
season is short, but nearly six months 
is spent in winter homes.

About four months of the year Is

spent in their spring and fall journeys, 
which are sometimes as much as 3,000 
miles in length. In spring they travel 
northward via the Mississippi Valley, 
but in fall they go south by the way of 
Labrador and Nova Scotia, from the lat
ter point launching out to set, and in 
favorable weather often making a trip 
of 2,400 miles to South America without 
a known stop. There seems good reason 
to believe that this avoiding of our coast 
has increased in frequency since the 
shooting of the birds by the barrelful 
so reduced their number, and endanger
ed a coastwise journey overmuch.

The black bellied plover breeds equal
ly far north and on this hemisphere 
winters in the West Indies, Brazil and 
Colombia. The buff breasted sandpiper 
summers as far north as the Arctic 
coast and winters south of Uruguay and 
Peru. Migratory movement in all such 
birds' has been undoubtedly affected by 
changed costal conditions and excessive 
shooting.

The third division represents birds 
that are practically unaffected by mi
gratory instinct. The hobwhite and 
ruffed grouse are permanent residents 
where found until adverse circumstances 
force them to leave or extermination 
removes them from a locality.

The most fundamental factor in mi
gration, the cause, remains practically 
unknown as far as birds in general are 
concerned. The formerly attributed 
cause, which still figures largely in the 
popular mind, seeking of a compara
tively equable climate by birds in their 
journeyings north and south, ha* long 
been abandoned by the ornithologist. 
The question of food supply only offers 
partial solution. This is true of other 
tentative causes advanced. It seems 
probable that a number of causes in a 
great variety of combination contribute.

In the study of migration one fact 
seems to l>e unmistakably established, 
namely, the existence of an instinct 
that enables birds in flocks or individ
ually to perform migratory flights of 
great length and to return with great 
precision to the breeding spot of the 
previous year. Thus we find birds that 
breed gregariously, as gulls, ferds, 
herons and others, yearly returning to 
the same island, strip of beach, marsh 
or swamp in a colony, and about the 
same time each year. In the same 
way our common birds that are mpre 
or less solitary in their nesting habits 
return in many instances to the same 
spot year after year.

The bridge girder, the beam in the 
cowshed or the moulding on the porch 
pillar that has this year held a phoebe’s 
nest will, ten to one, hold such a nest 
next year. It is not exceptional to note 
on the limb of a village shade tree the 

occupied nest of the Baltimore oriole, 
the weathered last year’s nest, and the 
battered remains of the nest of two 
years ago. A last year's nest of the 
vireo is often a gornl clue to the im
mediate whereabèuts of an occupied 
nest. Robins’ nests are not infrequently 
built on the remains of the domicile of 
the year before.

A hawk’s nest Is often used for many

years in succession, and this is particu
larly the case with the fish hawk or 
osprey, whose nest, thus added to year 
by year, often becomes very bulky, with 
the under part or foundation a crum
bling mass of age-decayed matter. 
Woodpeckers, who seldom use the same 
nest twice, often have two or more ex
cavations in the same stub, the nestling 
cavities of succeeding years.

All this evidence of a return of indi
vidual birds to a given locality is. of 
course, not absolutely conclusive. It is 
seldom possible to adduce such conclu
sive evidence. The reasonable conclu
sion. however, must be that the weight 
of evidence is in favor of the theory 
of the return of the same individuals. 
Some wonderful European records of 
the return of a species to a given nest
ing site are given by the late Prof. 
Alfred Newton. A common falcon. Falco 
peregrinus. a cosmopolitan bird com
monly known as the duck hawk in this 
country, had its eyrie at one point in 
Finland for 110 years; that is to say, 
there was at this same point an occu
pied nest of this species from 1736 to 
1855.

At Oxbridge, in one or the other of 
two earthen bottles placed for their use, 
a pair of blue titmice had their nest 
every year, with two exceptions, from 
1779 6r 1785 to 1873. or a total of 
eighty-eight to ninety-four years. While 
it might he possible that by coincidence 
the individuality of this continuous ten
antry would continually vary, yet it is 
hardly -possible that it was other than 
a case of a family castle handed down 
to posterity. ,

A fact which is incidentally brought 
out by these observations on the return 
of birds to a given locality is the appar
ently passionate fondness for a given 
nesting rite, regardless of changing con
ditions in connection with it. In illus- 

! tration of this the author just quoted 
| cites the case of a stone curlew. Oedic- 
I nemus crepitans, a bird frequenting
Iopen places almost exclusively. For 

many years a pair of these birds had a 
| nest at a certain spot near Elwedon, 
I Suffolk. England, and during this per

iod the environment underwent a com
plete change, from a barren rabbit war
ren to a flourishing plantation, in the 
centre of which the nest continued to be 

I occupied
I An even more remarkable example of 
• fondness for a certain spot, regard- 
| less of change of conditions, was brought 
j to the attention of the present writer 
I several years ago. A portion of Long 
! Island City, within the greater city of 
| New York, was being built up on filled 

in marsh. During the fall and winter a 
plot of ground was filled in and a bouse 

! built thereon. The following spring a 
1 Florida gallinule. Gallinula galeata. was 
repeatedly observed wandering discon- 

j solately back and forth across the door- 
yard, seeking the site of last year’s 

; nest, though all about were patches of 
! virgin marsh. It seems quite possible 
that this fondness for a breeding home, 
once established, may be an important 

1 factor In migration.
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