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GAINS LITTLE

/

Only Where Positions Were
Temporary Have Italians
Lost Ground.

RETREAT JUSTIFIED

Roman Official Statement
Reviews Events of Week
and Explains Them.

Rome, Cable.—The great offensive
of the Austrian forces so far has
found such well-placed resistance that
all thetr efforts have resulted, agcord-
ing)to Italian official communications,
in heavy losses and the dispersion of
their troops. Several thousand pris-
oners, with arms, munitions and pro-

visione, abandoned by the retreating
Austrians, have been captured.

Some of the flercest fighting occur-
red on mountain heights far above
thoge on which any previous combats
have taken place.

The official statement issued by the
Italian War Office this afternoon re-
views the events of the last seven
days, leading to a rectification of the
Italian lines between the Adige and
the Astico, and explains the reasons
Justifying the retreat.

The statement says that owing to
the nature of the ground the aban-
doned positions were not permanent,
but were only destined to be the base
for a further advance.

Speaking of the Austrian success
the statement says:

“The enemy began the offensive
with equal intensity in seven different
sectors, the Ledro valley, the  San
Pellegrino valley, the Marmolata gzone,
the upper Cordevole zone, the head
of the Zeebach valley, the helghts
northwest of Gorizia and the Mon-
falcone zone.

AT ONE POINT ONLY.

“Wherever the Italian lines were
permanently fortified the offensive
falled. The offensive succeeded at
only one point.”

The statement concludes:

“In his bulletine the enemy boats
about results achisved and cails “de-
cisive success” these whicn are noth-
ing ‘but the resuits of the tirst offen-
eélve impact. The Listory . of every
other offensive of this war proves
that the first easy leaps aheau are
inevitably foilowed by long exhaust-
lgg_paum:s when the attacxing party
faces well-garrisoned and tortified
pesitions and leaves behind his heavy
artillery,

“Kvery offensive has two phases,
the initial crisls, favorable to the
agressor, and the re-establishment of
equilibrium, favorable to the defend-
er., We can consider with absolute
confidence the development of the
-operations by which the enemy is en-
deavoring to shake off the atrictly
defensive position imposed on him a
year ago and to disturh. the allied
plans.” : S

CLAIM 13,000 PRISONERS.

The Italian forces have been eject-
ed from Col. Santo (south-east of
Roverto), according to the Austrian
official statement issued to-day.

“Since the beginning of the Aus-
!._rlnn attacks,” the statement adds,

we have captured 257 officers, 12,-
900 men, 107 guns, twelve 28-centi-
metre howlitzers, and 63 machine
gups.”

f PERFECTLY TRANQUIL,

After a protracted council meeting
attended by Cabinet Ministers, Gen.
Paolo Morrone, Minister of War, ie-
Bued a statement concerning the mill-

lary situation in connection with the

ustrien otfensive which will leave
the Italian supreme command perfect-
ly tranquil.”

The plans of the
authorities nnot be divulged, nor
discussed, t it can be stated that
measures have been adopted to cope
with any possible situation. In addi-
tion to direct action on the Itallan
front, it 1s expected that a general of-
fensive movement against the Austri-
ans will be made on other fronts,
especially in the Balkans and in Rus-
sla, and in addition to a contempor-
aneous attack is expected to be sprung
by Italy’s allies in France. Meanwhile,
military critics, including Gen. Mor-
rone, advised restricting the Italian
front by abandoning the far advanced
Dositions in order to be better able to
repulse the Austrians whose forward
move along the Trentino fron t tl-
ready has lasted a week. This action
is a repetition of what Austrian gen-
erals did more than a century ago
when Napoleon attacked Austria from
the Isonzo River,

The Austrian sraff,—it —is believed,
hopes %o invade Ttaly along the Adige
River velley, thns forcing the Ital-
fans to abandon their offensive on the
eastern front far fear of having their
main armv taken in the rear. For
this attack Anretria, which had thirty
divisions on the Ttalian front, aug-
mented them by twelve, six of which
were drawn from Serbla and six from
the Russian front.

AUSTRIAN LOSSES 8,000.

Reports received from Innsbruck
are to the effect that severe fighting
continues along the Itallan front.
The reports say thdt 3,600 Austrian
wounded have arrived at Lalbach,
and 'the Austrian losses since the be-
ginning of the offenslve are estimat-
ed ~+ 2000,

The Austrian forces are estimated
to number 100,000 men, and have
thousands of guns of all calibres.
The!r front i{s sunnorted bv a line
eomprising forty permanent forts, all
of which are participating in the
action. * The battle is taking place
entirely on Austrian territory, except
for a short stretch near the Astico
torrent The attacks of the Austrian

Italian military

infantry developed, according to the
German method, with dense masses
of men, :

The Austrian headquarters are at
Trent, where the Archduke HEugene
and Marshal Conrad von Holtzendorf.
chief of the general staff. The con-
duct of the Italians is quiet and or-
derly without any wastage, whereas
the Austrilans squander ammunition
in the most extraordinary manner.
The fire of the Italian artillery is
very accurate, whole units of the
Austrian forces being annihilated.
There are places where the ground is
covered with Austrian corpses, form-
ing heaps several feet high. The
Italian losses have been relatively
emall,

BAR INSPECTORS.

‘Germans Refuse U. 8. Men

Permits to Prison Camps.

London, Cable. — Lord Robert
Cecil, Minister of War Trade, stated
in the House of Commons this after-
noon that representatives of the Un-
ited States Government had been re-
fused permission to visit some in-
dustrial camps in Germany where
British prisoners were employed. The
Minister added that the treatment of
prisoners in Germany was somewhat
better than formerly, though the git-
uation at some of the working
and
much to be desired.

A suggestion made by Rowland
Hunt, Unionist member for the Lud-
low Division of Shropshire, in a ques-
tion, that German prisoners in Eng-
land be subjected to a most rigorous
treatment short of actual cruelty,
would not be lost sight of, Lord
Rober Cecil said, but the the Govern-
metn was anxious to avoid reprisals
if possible.

GEN, LAKE AT
HUT-EL-AMARR

British Reach Town On
South Bank of the Tigris.

Turks Still Hold Sannayyat,
On North Bank.

London, Cable.—A despatch receiv-
ed irom lJedt.-uen, Siy rercy Lake,
commander of the British forces in
Mesopotamia, shows that the forces of
Lieut.-Gen, Sir George Gorringe, op-
erating on the south bank of the Tig-
ris, have row virtually reached Kut-
el-Amara, this region now being clear
of Turks up the the junction of the
Shatt-el-Hal River with the Tigris at
Kut. On the north bank of the Tigris
to the east of Kut-ei-Amara, however,
the Turks still occupy Sannayyat. An
official communication issued to-night
concerning the operations in this re-
gion says:

“Gen. Lake reports on May 20 that
the right or south bank of the Tigris
is clear of the enemy as far as the
Shatt-el-Hai, except for small rear-
guards covering the bridge over the
Hal some 500 yeards below its junc-
tion with the Tigris. Our main force
on this bank has reached the line of
Nagais Dujailam. %

“On the left, or north bank, the
enemy is reported still occupying the
Sannayyat position. The weather is in-
tensely hot and trying. The tempera-
ture during the last few days was over
100 degrees in the shade.”

et 7 @,

REFUSE HYDRO.

Orillia Decides to Stick to
Her Own Plant.

Orillia, Report.—The by-law for
transferring Orillia’'s power plant to
the Qatario Hydro-Electric Commis-
slon, submitted to the ratepayers to-
day, was defeated by an overwhelm-
ing majority, the vote standipg 6513
against the by-law to 79 for {i.

Though it was admitted that the
town would gain financially under the
proposed arrangement, the ‘town-
people were strongly opposed to giv-
ing up control of the town's generat-
ing plant, which has beep in opera-
tion for nearly fifteen years. The
town will now have to proceed with
the completion of their new plant at
the Swift Rapids, at an estimated cost
of $50,000.

—_—

RUSS ATRMEN
BOMB ENEMY

New York, Report.—A Petrograd
des,atch w the sournal to-aay says:

Russian aviators have carried outa
successful bombardment behind the
German lines in Courland, it wag of-
ficially announced to-day in the fol-
lowing statement: =

“Petrograd avintors bombed the
rallway at Ponewjash. About two
miles of the line was destroved. Am-
munition depots were blewn up.”

Ponewjaeh is on the Libau-Dvinsk
railrcad.

HUN CASUALTY
LISTS USELESS

British Headquarters in France,
Cable, via London. — Confirma-
tion of reports that the German casu-
alty lists are so far in arrears that
their total as issued from time to time
is in no wise representative is declared
now 'to have been supplied. It is now
kuown that the names of Germans
taken prisoner and left dead in the
trenches at the battle of Loos in Sep-
teffiber last have only just been pad-
lished as among the German missing.

'

camps
industrial establishments left,

STRUGGLE ABOUT VERDUN
STILL RAGING UNABATED

French Hold Germans Almost Everywhere,
Replying Shot For Shot

May Abandon Le Mort Homme and Hill 304
For Main Line. -

London cable says: The Battle of
Verdup coontinues unabated. On both
sides of the Meuse River, northeast
and northwest of the fortress, the
Germans are keeping up their unpre-
cedented bombardments and viclous
infantry attacks, while the French
are replying to the German guns vir-
tually shot for shot, and under a
withering fire holding the Germans at
almost every point.

One more gain, however, has been
made by the Germans. After recap-
turing Fort Douaumont and taking
trenches eouth and southwest of the
fort, the Germans to the west have
occupied a section of Fremch trenches
following a series of attacks, in all of
which they were repulsed with heavy
casualties except the one where they
penetrated tic French lines.

Their hold on the Douaumont ridge
regained, wue Germans have again
concentrated on the reduction of Le

Mort Homme and Hill 304, across the
river. The French made three at-
tampts to-day to recapture Cumieres,
stormed night before last, Berlin says
that all the attacks falled.

Cumnieres is important because it
links the German limes east and west
of the Meuse. In German hands it
also helpe to prevent the flanking fire
on troops operating on the east bank,
which is the la ger objective also, in

the capture of Le Mort Homme and:

Hill 304. Once these are taken and
with a2 wedge already driven 1in at
Douaumont, the Germans can resume
their frontal assaults on  the main
Hnre of the fortress.

DHEAD MAN AGAIN ATTACKED.

The Germans have . already ad-
vanced south of Cumieres, and are
now striving to rout the French from
the Caurettes wood. With Le Mort
Homme already exposed to attack
from three sides it would place the
Germans almost In the rear of  the
heights. Evadvuation by the French
would then be almost necessary. In-
deed, military opinion in Paris is now
generally agreed that the evacuation
of Le Mort Homme and Hill 304 can-
not be much longer delayed. Both
are outposts from the real first line of
defence west of the .Meuse. 'The
Charnay ridge and their esacrifice
would ‘not jeopardize the safety of the
fortress.

German shells for days have ren-

dered both heights practically unten-
able. There is scarcely the vestige
of a trench left on either, though by
the marvelous concealment of thair
guns, the French have managed to
prevent the Germans from occupy ng
them. Their value has been chiely
that of enfilading the German posi-
tions on the left bank of the Meuse.

If the French withdraw from these
hills, the Germans will be able to ad-
vance the attack west of the river to
the same stage as at Douaumont. The
Charnay ridge, on which is eituated
Fort Bourrus, will be their objective,
through Avocourt they will seek to
flank this line and cut the only rail-
way still serving Verdun. Whether
the Germans accomplish this of
course, depends upon how much
strength they have left after the stu-
pendous exertiong of the past week.
Their expenditire of shell alone has
exceeded anyth ng previously seen in
the war, and taken altogether with ex-
travagance of the Austrian artillery
in théy\Tyrol, At is taken to mean one
of two things, either the Central pow-
ers are gambling desperately to
break the Allfes’ power of launching
any offensive this year, or their own
resource are much greater than has
been suspected in any Entente capital.

FRENCH REPORT.
Paris cable says: The official com-
munication issued by the War Office
to-night reads:

“On the left bank of the Meuse
the activity of the enemy artillery
increased during the day against our
positions on Hill 304.

“On the right bank after a violent
bembardment, the Germans delivered
at about iive o'clock, a series of of-
feusive actions between the Haudro-
mont wood and the Thiaumont farm.
All of these attacks were repulsed
with heavy losses, except at cne point
where enemy troops occupied a sect-
icn of trenches.

“In the region of Douaumont Ythe
artillery actions continue very vio-
lent cn both sides. The fire of one
of our long-range guns caused a fire

‘in a Cerman supply depot at Heudi-

coure, noritheast of St. Mihiel.

“The cannonading was intermittent
on the rest of the front.

“In an aerial fight, one of our pi-
lots brought down a Fokker, which
fell within the enemy lines to the
nerth of Vaux.

“In the region of Etain one of our
squadrons. gave battle to a group of
German aeroplanes. Two of the ene-
my machines, seriously hit, were com-
pelled to make a landing.”

TRY CASEMENT
JUNE 26 NEXT

Grand Jury Returned True
Bill Against Traitor,

And His Alleged Accom-
plice, D. J. Bailey.

London cable: The grand jury to-
day returned true bills against Sir
Roger Casement, leader of the Sinn
Fein revolt, and Daniel J. Bailey, the
former British soldier, who is held as

hig accomplice.

The action of the grand jury fol-
lows the preliminary hearing before a
police magistrate, at which Casement
and Bailey withheld their defence and
were held without bail, pending the
grand jury deliberations.

Seventy-five grand jurors were sum-
moned before Lord Chief Justice
Reading to-day, and from their num-
ber 23 were selected to decide whether
or not indictments for high treason
should be returned against the two
prisoners. Their decision was reached
promptly.

After a short deliberation the jury
returned true bills. The judge fixed
the trial of Sir Roger for June 26.

In explaining the law to the jury the
judge_etated it was necessary treason
sho?x?zl‘\be proved by overt acts. In
the indictment againet Casement as it
stood, he said, six overt acts® were
mentioned.

The court nominated Alexander Sul-
livan, of Dublin, and Artemus Johes,
who appeared for the defence at the
preliminary heering, as counsel for
Casement. It is understoed that Pro-
fessor J. H. Morgan, who took part
in the defence at the preliminary
hearing, also will appear, but under
the statnte only two attorneys can
be nominated.

Holman Gregory and W. T. Snell
were named to defend Bailey. Thomag
Scenlon, member of Parlilament, and
one of the secretaries = of the Irigh
party, also will appear for Bafiley.

DUBLIN IS INDIFFERENT.

Dublin cable: Acsonishing Ht-
tle interest is displaved here in the
trial of 8ir Roger Casement, both in
political and general circles, Casement
was almost entirely unknowit here be-
fore the war. Since then vague re-
ports of his activities In Germany
have been all that have reached tha
Irish publie, in spite »f the fact that

he wae in touch with the leaders of
the recent rebellion.

As an element in Irish politics, Case-
ment had no existence.. The import-
ance attached to his connection with
the Sinn Fein revolt, both in England

and abroad, is not quite understood
in this country.
e

LANSING OUT?

Report Has U. 8. Secretary
About to Resign.

Washington despatch: Reperts of
a breach between Secretary of State
Lanslng.- and President Wilson, and
the possible retirement of Mr. Lan-
sing from the Cabinet, are current
here to-nightt The gossip is to the
effect that Frank L. Polk, Counsellor
for the State Department, will soon be-
come Secretary,

It is no secrct among those on the
inside of Administration matters that
there has been a lack of harmonv in
the views of the President and Secre-
tary Lansing on several issues.

One complaint Mr. Lansing is re-
ported to have is that the President
has acted too independently in a
number of instances, and has not con-
fided in him to the extent that he be-
lieved his position as Secretary called
for.

Mr. Lansing has been indisposed for
nearly a week and has not been at
the State Department. During —his
absence Mr. Polk-has acted as Secre-
tary of State.

ASQUITH ASKS
BIG WAR VOTE

London, Cable, 3.46 p.m.—In
moving the vote of credit for £300,-
000,000, as had been forecasted, in the
House of Commonsg to-day, Premier
Asquith commented that this was the
eleventh vote since the beginning of
the war, and the second for the cur-
rent financial year. The total grant-
ed this year, he added, was therefore
£600,000.000, making a grand total of
£2,382,000,000.

i D En S IS SR
With the high cost of lving, evan
the skoemaker can’t alwvays keep tho

body and sole together.

ITALIAN FRONT,

Defensive Line Adopted is
Shown by War Office.

Rome cable, via Paris cable says:
It is stated on good authority that

Premier Salandra and Foreign - Min-
ister Sennino will leave shortly for
London to return tne vigit of Premier

Asquith Rome. ]

The official bulletin issued to-night
by ‘the War Department indicates
further the defemsive line taken up
by the Italians( who are still on Aus-
trian territory in the Lagarina val-
by the Itallans, who arestill on Aus-
trians to recapture the village of
Marco, about 15 miles south of Ro-
vereto, have failed.

In the Area valley, on the direct
route to Vicenza, the Austrians and
Ifalians are fighting on the frontier
line. Between this point and the
Astico River, the Itallans have with-
drawn from the upper basin ©f the
Posina river, which comprises part of
the Terragnola valley, and have con-
centrated in the Arsiero basin, which
descends to Schio and Vicenza.

ITALY CHEEKS
THE AUSTRIANS

Ally Force, in New Defenc-
es, Throws Back Teutons.

Enemy, Losing Heavily, Re-
treated in Disorder.

London cable says: In the region of
southeast of Trent and across the
border of Italy, Rome reports the re-
pulse of Austrian attacks and the
throwing back of the attackers in dis-
order. In the Astico-Posina region,
the Italians are replying effectively to
the bombardment of the Austrians,

The principal fighting during the
past two days has been in the La-
garina valley, where after an intense
night bombardment against the Ital-
ian positions at Coni Zugua, the Aus-
trians made two attacks in the direc-
tion of Serrovalle and Col. de Buole,
which were repulsed. This morning
the assault was renewed with fresh
troops on Col de Buole, but was
again repulsed with heavy enemy
losses, 'I'he Italians followed up the
rebulse by reoccupying the height of
Darmesan, southeast of Col de Buole.

A night attack by strong Austrian
columns on the lialian position of
Pasubio was thrown back, great num-
bers of the enemy being mowed
down. The sector of Asiago and Su-
gano is unchanged, according to to-
night’s official report.

“The situation on the front along
the high plateau of Arsiero is still
grave, but it is not alarming,” says
a semi-official announcement issued
at Rome to-day ’ concerning the Aus-
tro-Hungarian attempt to widen the
only line occupied on Italian ter-
ritory.

The Italian military authorities, it
is added, have taken all necessary
measures to prevent a further Aus-
trian advance and are organiziag a
counter-offensive,

The civilian population which eva-
cuated the districts of Arsiero and
Asiago and the smaller neighboring
villages is being taken care of by the
Government,

AGAINST THE HUN.

Higher Hierarchy of Italy
Turns Against Germany.

Rome, Cable.—(New York Times
cable.)—Up to the present time the
feeling here among Italian prelates,
especially in the higher hierarchy, hag
been on the whole pro-German, but
recent events have changed thein
views, A prominent cardinal said the
other day: -

“I have so far avolded having any
opinion as to the war, but now, were
it not for my cloth, I would take the
sword in my hand.”

The Pope maintains his impene-
trable attitude, but hig instructions to

‘the clergy in Trentino show his pat-

riotism,
B e S

FROM ARCTIC.
ﬂ
First Member of Crocker
* Land Expedition Returns.

London, Cable-—The first “member
of the American Arctic Crocker Land

Expedition, Professor Maurice C.
Tanquay, of Chicago,
penhagen to-day on the steamship
Hans Egede from Greenland. He re-
ported good sclentific results had been
obtained by the expedition.

The remaining members of the ex-
ploring party which is headed by
Donald B. MacMillan, have _been
forced to stay &t North Star Bay as
the relief ship Cluitt was unable to
get through the ice. The arrival of
Professor Tanquay at Copenhagen is
reported in a despatch from the Dan-
ish capital to the Central News
Agency.

Professor Tanquay and two others
of the expedition sledged all the way
south overland with the objeet of
reaching the first Danish steamer 8ail-
ing, Wwut only Tanquay succeeded in
getting the veskel. The expedition will
reach home it is expected, during the
summer.

e
Unfortunately the man who jg sat-

arrived at Co- |

"in an
| Newrpaper, says that the suggestod
! creation of a joint Executive Council

isfied with himself is seldom satisfied
with anything else.

SHORT ITEMS
OF THE NEWS -
OF THE DAY

Casement’s Sister Fails in
Her Appeal to the Pope
for Aid for Traitor.

PRAIRIE CENSUS

Conciliation Board Appoint-
ed to Act in N. 8. Mine
Dispute.

The British steamship Washington,
of 5,080 tons gross has been sunk by
a submarine, according to an an-
nouncement made at Lloyd’'s Shipping
Agency.

James McGale, a prospector from
Cobalt, was arrested in Toronto by
Inspector Greer, of the Provincial
force, and Detective Cronin. He is
suspected of high-grading ore.

Philip Maurice, one of the most
prominent local members of the Social
Democratic party of Canada, has en-
listed at Brantford with the 216th
Bantam Battalion.

John McDonald, contractor, one of
the oldest residents of Ingersoll, died
in the Alexandria Hospital, of that
town, after an illness of about two
weeks. ¢

Herbert Down, of Toronto, attached
to the Engineers, at Ottawa, appeared
in the police court on a charge’ of
bigamy, and was remanded for a
week.

A board of conciliation has been ap-
pointed in the dispute between the
employees of the Acadia Coal Com-
pany, Nova Scotia, and the company
regarding a2 new schedule of wages.
The employees demand an ‘increase.

Charles Harris, a private of the 11th
Battalion at Waterloo, was sentenced
to nine months in the Ontario Re-
formatory. The charges against him
was assault and attempted highway
robbery.

Fifteen hundred enumerators will
on June 1st-begin the quincuennial
census of the three prairie provinces,
under the Census and Statistics
Branch of the Department of Trade
and Commerce.

The latest announcement of black-
listed neutral shipping posted on the
Baltic shipping exchange by the
Trade Division of the Admiralty, con-
tains the names of 200 vessels, repre-
senting in round numbers, 123,000 net
tonnage.

For the first time in the history of
the Great Lakes navigation iron ore
is being lcaded at the Ashland docks,
Wisconsin, into the steamer Cicoa by
the aid of giant magnets, thus doing
away wholly with the use of long-
shoremen.

Sir Roger Casement’s sister, who is
a Catholic, has appealed to the Pope,
and has begged him to intercede for
a reprieve for her brother, should he
be condemned to death. She was in-
formed that the Pope was powerless
to intervene in the internal affairs of
Great Britain or to impede the course
of justice.

CARSON READY
FOR A PEACE

Ulster Leader Wants Com-
pulsion for Ireland.

Asquith Said to Favor Coal-
ition Irish Cabinet.

New York,  Cable.—The Herald
has the following from London:

1 am informed that Mr. Asquitia,
who conferred with the King for an
heur to-day, has decided to propose
to Parliament that Ireland be gov-
erned until the close of the war by a
ccalition Irish Cabinet, or Couacil, in
wkich Nationalists, Irish Unionists
and neutrdls;, like Lord Dunraven, will
be represented. y

The News of the World this morn-
ing declarés that if Mr. Redmond and
the Nationallsts agree to the extension
of the compulsory military service law
to Ireland, Sir Edward Carson 1s not
only ready but eager to make a treaty
of peace; and even to accept an Irish
Parliament, thus realizing the long-
prayved-for and fought-for harmoay
between the Orange and the Green.

OPPOSES JOINT COUNCIL.

London, Cable—T . P. O'Connor,

articie 1 Reynolds' eckly

representing the two great Irish par-
ties is impossible, and would agsra-
vate, not alleviate, paszions and divi-
slons. It is disastrous to think, he
save, of coercing Ulster, wnlzcn must
be won by, equitable concessions.

O’Connor adde he has ju ceived
discouraging accounts of the state of
feeling in Ireland. Among the whole-
sale arrests now gouing on thers are
those of many men violently opnpnsed
to Sinn Feinism. He eays he knew
personally in a.case of a boy of 17,
home from school of vacation, who
was sent to solitary confinement for
five days, was given Insufficient food,
wag only freed from his csll for ton
minutes out of each twenty-four hours
and had nothing to read. This boy
was a eon of an ardent supporter of
Jehn Redinond.

S W
Born In thé garref, In the kitchen
bred.—Byron.




