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Austria and

ions at Brest-Litovsk
tons Basis; Count Czernin Hopes For
Speedy Peace Settiement :

Peace negotiations between Austrig-H ungary and Russia, on the basis of no an-
nexations and on indemnities will be contin ued, and, in the opinion of Count Czernin,
Austro-Hungarian foreign minister, peace between the nations can be assured if Rus-
sian maintains the same attitude. This de claration, coupled with the statement by
Chancellor von Hertling before the main committee of the Reichstag yesterday that
Germany, too, hopes to reach a “good conclusion” with the Russian delegates at
Brest-Litovsk, indicates complete confidence on the part of the Central Powers as to
the final success of their separate Russian plans. In view of the demands of the Ger-
1an delegates that Courland and east Baltic provinces be given up by Russia and the
declaration of Count Czernin that the dual monarchy will demand no annexations and
raised that enshrouds further negotiations at

)
I

1
1
1
1

no indemnities, a question of policy is

Brest-Litovsk in doubt.

HOPES FOR GENERAL PEACE

On the question of a general peace, Count Czernin is quoted as having told the
Reichsrath that he considered President Wilson’s latest peace propositions as an ap-!
proach to the Austro-Hungdrian point of view. "While there were several points in
common, Count Czernin said, yet there remained the.fact that Austro-Hungary, as
the ally of Germany, would fight to the bitter end in defense of her alliance. He ex-|
pressed the opinion that once the Central Powers have reached peace with Russia
‘ d -conclude a general peace, despite the ef-
lorts of their statesmen to the’eéntrary. : i

that the Entente nations would be foreed to

o ,é’;ﬁ“"‘f"}""#"‘

London, Jan. 25.—A Paris despatch to the
Count Czernin, the Austro-Hungarian for
the delegates of parliament that

«

ks

metre of territory, or a single cent of indemnity.”

Before the main committee of
the Rieichstag yesterday, Chan-
cellor von Hertling also discuss-
ed peace with Rpssia, but with-
out mention of the reported de-
mands of the German delegates
for annexation of Courtland and
other territory. The chancellor
said that the negotiations at
Brest-Litovsk had been resums-
ed and that he held fast to the
hope that peace would result.
Both the German imperial chan-
cellor and the Austro-Humngmr-
ian foreign minister remarked
on the change in the tone of
the recent speeches of Presid-
cnt Wilson and Premier Lloyd
George, but the former dis-
agreed with certain _foreign
newspapers that Mr., Lloyd
George's speech could be inter-
reted as either showing an earn-
est desire for peace, or friend-
ship for Germany, declaring
that to thc contrary the British
premier scemed to adjudge Ger-
many guilty of all possible
crimes. Referring to President
Wilson's speech the chancellor
said there was no différence be-
tween Germany and the United
States regarding the freedom
of the seas. $

Renewal! of asstirances of
Japan’s allegiance to her al-
lisnce with Great Britain  and
the other nhins hias been made
by Count 'Hersiehi, the Japan-
cse premier. “In an address at
the opéning of-the Diet, the
premicr  declared that Japan
ueld heyself responsible for the
maintéhance of peacé in the
Far Edst. The Russian situa-
tion, f#he premier (said, was
causing Japan great }llxiety and
he expi@seed the hope that @
stable government would be
establisligd without: further loss.
of tine.

Abandoument of the plan to

WEATHER BULLETIN
. . Toéronto, Jan,
AEAKING OF 25-—The area of
| LBERTY = wno N low pressure,
AT INDEPENDENT]| Whidch was in Man-
Ao A FABM AAND [itoba vesterday is
: now passing east-
ward across the
great lakes, while
in the west the
barometer is again
high accompanied
by a pronounced
told wave = which
has come in from
4 the north.
L Ji%e Light snow is
Zimmie” |talling throughout
25 Ontario.
Forecasts.
Southwesterly winds with snow.
Saturday — Strong mnorthwesterly
winds, fair and colder.

over-run tie Venetian plans
seems ¢o have Dbeen decided
upon by the Austro-German
armies and is indicated in the
retirement from the Piave
River westward, due to the con-
stantly harassing attacks by the
Italians and their French and
British allies. On other fronts
intensive bombardments are re-
ported from several sectors and
infantry and air raids continue
on an extensive scale.
WILL CONTINUE

London, Jan. 25—Austria has
decided to continue peace nego-
tiastions with Russia on the
basis of no-annexations and mno
indemnities, according to’ a
Vienna despatch to -the kEx-
change Telegraph #Comipany,
quoting from Count Czernin’'s
address before the reichsrath,
“I demand from Russia hot a
metre of tarritory, not a cen-
time of indemmity,” the foreign
minister is quoted as having
said, *‘and peace can bg ob-
tained if Russia maintains the
same standpoint, as she evident-
ly inteunds to .do.”

Austria-Hungary and Am-
erica, Count Czernin said, wer:

- two :belligerents whose inter-
ests were less incompatible than
they seemed. He criticized:thc
speech of President Wilson re-
garding war aims as an import-
ant advance towards the Aus-
tro-Hungarian viewpoint, which
contained some proposals in
which Austria-Hungary would
gladly join.

The foreign ministér said the
population of Poland would de-
cide its own fate. The Polish
question must not delay peace
one day. If Poland, after the
war, wished to advance toward
Austria-Hungary, such an 'ad-
vance would be welcomed.

Count Czernin qualified his
statement respecting agreement
with some of President Wil-
son’s proposals by saying that
Austria-Hungary would support
Germany.

SEES MORE HOPE

London, Jan. 25.—In his
speech to the delegates of par-
liament, Cownt OCzernin, the
Austro-Hungavian foreign min-
jster described the difficulties
attending thc peace negotiations
at Brest-Iitovsk, :,gio:dhtlhg t‘gxa
Copenhagen despa o it e
chrlx):gcage‘relegrgph Company.
Count Czendnd:llld that dinu:;

ublication of y procee
of bthe conference had caused
nervousness among the people
behind the front. g

A Clearing Sale of Stout Ladies’
suits. W. L. Hughes, 127 Colborne

street.

_ ch elegraph Company quotes
eign minister, as declaring in an address to
“I have no intention to demand from Russia a single

Exchange

on No-Annexat-

N i

Society Organized in Harlem by Expelled College Student
—Says heviki Plan Only Ohe Which Can
- Prevent Future Wars

By Courier Leased 'Wire.
New York, Jam 25—What
was declared to'be -the first
branch of the

ed the “mioderate Socialists'
and leaders of the American
Federation of Labor. :
The speakers declared that
¢|": only the Bolsheviki plan would
hst prevent future wars, and a mes-
sage promising to spread the
‘‘spirit of the Bolsheviki in Am-
erica” was cabled to Leon Trot-
zky, Bolsheviki foreign minister
of Russia.
The Russian anthem was sung
at the meeting in a medley of
‘ ‘tongues—Russian, French, Ital-
ign and Yiddish.

a meeting in Haplem last night
presided over by Leéon Samson,
a former at Cambridge
University, who was _dropped
from the rolls because of his
activities agaimst the war. More
than 1,500 persons were said
to have signed ' : membership
cards, after speakers had assail- = |

tarting Too Late to Crush
Cost Her the War

ginming, and ' secondly, she
started: too late in attemnt
to. crush France. e  have
Germany staggering at the .
present  time and now is the’

N SN R time to drive home and to

to-day. : T,
mnde'twq‘nﬂs@ drive home hard.”

ALSACE-LORRAINE

These Provinces Are Purely

i German Terrl tory, Declares German Chancellor Before
Reichstag; Their Seizure in 1870 Not Conguest, But Dis-Annexation; Makes
‘ : No Promises as to Terms With Russia. - :

By Wor Leased Wire

Lofigon, Jan. 25.—The Imperial
Qe a8l chancellor, Count von Hert-
lmg{,’.f&“nasing the Reichstag = to-
day; 'ggmaing to a Central News dis-
pateh.said:

“W4 hope soon to conclude an
agr“vgbht with . Ukrainia, which
would 'be mutually satisfactory, es-
pecially from an economic point of
view."

When on January 3, the chancel-
lor edntinuyed. the period expired for
the co-opédration of the Entente na-
tions 4p the peace negotiations, Ger-
many was no longer bound by its
offer:10 the Entente, and had a free
path for geparate negotiations with
Russia, In these negotiations, Ger-
many then felt herself mot bound to
the Russian proposals for a general
peace, ‘the chancellor asserted. g

Question Open

Berlin, Jan. 24, via London.——
Count Yop Hertling, the Imperial
Gerinan chancellor, in his address

-{before . the main committee of the

Relehstag to-day said the guestion
of the ljmjtation of armaments was
quité‘open to discussion. The chan-
cello,_t--ﬁfed that the financial posi-
tion ‘0f g1l Buropean countriés after
the war Would probably operate mostl
y for the solution of this’

]

i contended
 ~ Alsgce-Lorraine was almest
purely’ German territory, which had.
beeu'm ¥ed from.Germany by vie-
lence: .. When Germany, in 1870
claimeff the land “thus criminally
wrung from her, it was not the con-.

Hertling

dsclared, but what to-day is:
Gig-annexation.
; difference °
the freedom of the
;;ﬁm Hertling said. He added’
thet’ hg thought freedom of naviga-
on i time. of ,war, “as’
n
e
ant ,uture free navigation that'
8hould be made- to relin-
strongly fortified - points

i
d
E

upport on international sailing
routes, such as  @ibraltar, . Aden,

“isia and the Ceniral Powers. - -

‘hetween

| Commenting i on -
questof alien territory,” the chan- &
betweéh‘_

iy . and President Wilson re-, aft

ik "- "r
W it being eminently import- |

Hong Kong and the Falkland Is-gagreement could be reached with-
lands. ¢ out dglmc,glt_);, reluteg to af'tioligon
in. : _|of secret diplomacy, free navigation
ation of Raseian. oretars wores lof the sous outeide terriiorial Yatere,
question which onl rns . Rus-[SU0PN 00 Internadional. ek, < Yo
Y Concerns . Rus-{moval of ecomomic barrier§ . and
e 3 establishment of equal trade econ-
Commenting on the  fourteen {ditions among nations; rediystion of
points in the programme for world |armaments. = :
Deace, set forth in President Wilson’s | The fifth point in regard te which
address to Congress, the chancelldr jthe: Chancellor said some difficul-

|said an agreement could be obtained {ties would be met with provided for

without difficulty on the first four jimpartial adjustment of all colonial
points. :lllahhstba;setg uoo?h the'pﬂ:m'dpte'tm
s : e-interests of the population cen-
Regarding the fifth point mention- cerned must -have equal welght with

ed by President Wilson, the chancel-. ¢ o p ;
lor said, some @ificulties would be|(itie is tu bo dotermiy ont Whose

met with.
Germany never demanded the in-

corporation of Belgian territory by > : & N | S oe et
violence, the chancellor assertér(ly. K: LM AY , S AY _fbral as a German victory, although
said the state of Poldnd would be de- » 9 25 w8 remarked at the time, it was

cided by Germany and Austria-Hun-

gary, when all other questions had |  -. : , | ¥ g
been settled . ; ] ‘N-
. Interpretation of the right of. free e S
action of peoples had caused a dif- . ~ . 2 g 5l B
ference between Russia. and Ger- 453 4TI hK
many, said ‘Count Czernim, but a. o <3 10
compromise must be reached. - The :
differences of view were not’ ‘great
enough to justify abandonment of
the peace negoftiations,: S
“It 'is obvious to me,” said the : ge
Count, “‘that.‘an-exchange of views ' AR RN Ty
rica and. Austria- |- < ; &
Hungary mj; form - the stafting: |
point for a i conciliatory deeision |-
among all the states which have not
entered into. peacs n s

poimts - in " Presi

in agrea
princip]

The ‘Cha
many, !
violene

na talk of the ,
Lorraine, A R T
wge four firet points {n ‘Wdenﬁu bon

n’s, -E’Eﬁch rm‘u’“n‘ 7 “‘ !B y = .
Chancellor. ‘'von ' Hertling ' said = ap tion Gt'ﬂl!
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Not M»bilizing Enough Men at.

3 e Hasa Chin

1By Courier Leased Wire.

- yat the
- Jot dealing with phone calls and mes-
other sections of the city. |

WILL SAIL
| 8 ——,

- By Courier-Leased Wire ;

Amsterdam, Jan. 25.—Itis
authoritatively anncunced that
the steamship Nieuw Amster-
dam will sail soon.

A dispatch from Ameterdam
yesterday announced that the
Holland-American line had ob-
tained permission for the
Nieuw Amsterdam to sail for
the United States. The same
dispatch quoted the Handels-
blad as ' stating that Yt had
been learned that the German
Government intends to place
all Duteh shipping firms on the
blacklist, and to refuse Dutch
vessels supplies of coal because
of the agreement between the
shipping firms and the Uni-
ted States. Outside sailings of
Dutch ships would be stopped,
according to the Handelsblad,
if the coal supply was to be
stoppes. :

BLANE COVT. FOR
LACK OF MEN AND

Morning Post

tempt to Hoist Onus
Upon Soldiers
——

T A

London, Jan. 25—The Morning
Post in an editorial says:

~ “For lack of men and material the
government and the government
'alone, is directly respomsible and it
is at this crisie when the whole coun-
try is beginning to perceive the im-
pending consequences of the failure
of the government that an attempt
is being made to cast the blamé upon
the soldiers. Lloyd George - himseif
set the lead in his public utterances
and ‘although he was careful to avoid
direct references, his meaning wasg
unmistakable and his total lack of
appreciation of the services of the
army and even a latent hostility to-
wards it became evident. The next
step was to influence public opinion
to deprecate the ability of the higher
command and the wehicle selected
was a part of the press,. We have
already described the progress of
these manoeuvres which were (rath-
er artlessly) designed.to compel the
resignations of Sir William Robert-
son and Sir Douglas Taig. To this
end the misfortune at Cambrai, an
event which marred the completeness
of a vietory, was carefully described
‘as a heavy defeat, for which the chief
tof the imperial general staff was to
‘be held responsible. That Sir Wil-
liam Robertson had nothing to do
with it makes no difference to the
%@ri}ge minister .who, 4n the coures of
a speech, described the battle of Cam-

the exact contrary.”

The Morning Post concludes:
“As for the whole intrigue con-
ducted. ggoah_xst the higher command
'we have to say that if it succeeds.the
government will be driven from of-
fice and (what is of more consequ-
ence) «the war will bé lost.” - ’

'While this work ?ais going on a
special squad of 10 men are engaged
1 office for the purpose

sages from.
A special ‘phone is “being. installed
‘three &
ing the

; anx!oushomes

a

i

vassers on their ~inventory |
complete card system is’ be-

‘'oward Russia

Leon Trotzky = Will Not
Agree to Austro-German .
Demands

—o—
NOW SEES. DUPLICITY

Kuehlman Strove to Smooth
Over Hoffman’s -

Harshness
-—@——

By Courier Leased Wire -
Petrograd, Jan. -25.—A detailed
account of the Brest-Litovsk confer-
ence session following General Hoff-
‘man’s bold statemest of the aims of
the Central Powers "was published
by the Smolny Institute to-day. Le-
on Trotzky, the Bolsheviki "foreign
minister, addressing the ‘conference,
declared that ‘‘the position ' 'of the
Austro-Germans is now  absolutely
clear,” continuing, the £fo:

ister said: G e o
“Germany al

o

want to cut into territory of the
Letts and separate the islands popu-
lated by the Esthonians from the
same peoples on the mainland.
Within this territory, Germany and
Austria wish to retain their reignof
military occupation, not only after
the conclusion -of peace with Russia,
but after the conclusion of a general
peace. At the same time"the Central
Powers refuse not only to give any
explanation regarding the terms of
evacuation, but also refuse to obH«
gate themselves regarding the evacu=-
ation. 3 e

_~ “The internal life of  these .pro-
vinces lies therefore for an indefini
epoch in the hands of these powers.
Under such conditions any definite
guarantees regarding the, expression
of the will of the Poles,iLetts and
Lithuanians is only of an illusory
character. Practically it ‘means that
‘the governments of Austria and Ger-
'many take into their owp hands the
destiny of these nations,” ,
Trotzky deelared that he was glad
now that the Central Powers - were
speaking frankly, stating that Gén.
Hoffman’s . conditions .proved that
the real aims were builded on quite
a different level to the prineciples re-
cognized on December 25, and that

sible on the actual principle of self-
definition . R e e

“It is clear,” Trotzky " declared,
“that the decision could have been
reached long 'ago regardi . pegce
aims if the Central Powers had ndt
stated - their. aims ' différently - ‘from
those expressed by -Gen.: Hoffman.
Dr. Richard von Kpe n, gen-
eral secretary for forejgm affairs, re-

~ |plied to Trotzky, declaring in.

ple that General Hoﬂnpn» aims wers
the same as those '} tum .at
Christmas. Throughout the mnegoti-
ations,'the Germans: ‘
ethnological boundaries,

actual boundaries of the

Kuehlmann said that
taken up with the ne

defined govermments. ~ ..,

- “If General Hoffman expresses the
terms more - strongly,” - said  Dr.
Kuehimann, “it is hec 2 soldiér
always expresses ]
than diplomats.

o |deduced .trom’th&m :

dissensions between us regard

principles -whieh- are, 4

well "thtiug_hth:ut." Prpada, tb
. Kuehlmann consented

Trotzky’s request for.a postppnemen
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real or lasting peace, was only pos- .

e N




