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A great deal of Chinese coal is coking coal. Some
of the anthracite is sufficiently. hard and firm to
stand the burden of a Dblast - furnace, *though
Bearly all is much softer than its American namesake,
Similarity existing in chemical composition. A great
Part of the bituminous coal, however, carries a large
Percentage of ash, and very much of it is in structure so
friable as to produce but a small portion of lump. When

e coal deposits can be worked on a large scale and
generally throughout the country, it will be found un-

Eioubtedly advantageous to erush most of the coal, wash-

1t, and then either convert it into coke or to compress
It into hriquettes. The principle of briquetting has

~ already been adopted by the natives, who take the eoal

ust, mix it with clay, and sell the clay balls in the
hinese cities for local consumption. By washing the

- €al from the Ping Hsiang mines, from which is made

e coke for HMankow iron works, the ash content is
feduced from as high as 28 per cent. to 8 per cent., and
€ sulphur from 0.65 per cent. to 0.1 per cent.

There has never been any approach to a complete
Stlentific study of either coal or other mineral resources
Of China. About forty years ago von Richthofen made

1e first attempt to deseribe Chinese mineral wealth, and

IS publications, meagre as a first survey in such a

Uge country must necessarily be, are still referred to
Authoritatively. The Carnegie Institution of Washington
Sent, in 1903, a staff consisting of Messrs. Wllhs,

'laekwelder, and Sargent, who explored a portion 9f

€ country. Other writers have also taken it up In
Part.  Until the country has been thoroughly and
Wstematically studied, it is impossible to say how great

hina’s wealth in coal. Enough, however, has been
Sown to indicate that China probably possesses at
€ast as much coal as does the United States.

Of other minerals China has her share. Iron ore,
And of good grade, is found generally throughout the
Ountry, hut in large quantities only in a few localities.
blwmg to the fact that up to date there has been but one
3 5t furnace in existence, although others are under
oonstl‘uetion. the iron ore deposits have ])een‘doveloped
i-tn a large scale only at Tayeh, near Hankow, in proxim-
W to the furnace. This ore shows, on analysis, metal-
' iron ranging from 60 per cent. to 62 per cent., With
f; %“Dhor'us and sulphur as low as 0.05 per cent. Copper
s ound generally throughout the western part of the
e;tmtr.V- Tin is found and worked to a CODSlder?ble
- ent. Petroleum is found in the northern and west-
e@n part of the country, and an arrangement has been
Da ently entered into between the Standatd Oil Com-
eony and the government for its development on a

Mmercial hasis. Lead, zine, and antimony also

Oteur; in fact, of the last metal- the world’s largest

S & 1 ¥
gle producer is China. Gold and silver are also

ound, hut up to date only in comparatively small
(Uantities, X 9

pl}he control of the mining deposits in China has been
Inefed In charge of the Minister of Industry and Cqm-
the, ¢, and a set of rules has been drawn up. regulating
thesopemng and working of mines, but, unfortunately,
tiOne rules are hedged in with so many Chinese restric.
Tt iss.‘t‘hat they do not attract capital on a large scale,
Part; structive as showing the Chinese view of foreign
A ICipation, and also amusing, to read the Opening
Jaragraph of the mining regulations, to the effect: “hqa
4 ust.ngl enterprises of China are still in their Infancy,
. 1d the inclination of the people to launch into industr-
enterprises has not yet been developed ; therefore,

it is inevitable that foreign capital should be intro-
duced, but as the nation has been so weak, it is feared
that many interests and privileges will be lost. Con-
sequently, in the question of development by foreign
means there should be restrictions. Should there be
foreign shares, they should not exceed forty per cent.
of the total amount of the capital.’’

Although the regulations appear to be fair, in a de-
tailed examination by one with a knowledge of Chinese
methods there will appear all sorts of opportunities for
vexations and delays.

BOOK REVIEW.
THE MINING MANUAL AND MINING YEAR BOOK,

1915—By Walter R. Skinner, London 1915—Price, in
_ England, 15s. elsewhere 17s.—For sale by book de-
partment, Canadian Mining Journal.

This is the twenty-ninth annual issue of Skinner’s well
known manmual.

The work covers every section of the Mining Market,
and many mines whose shares are not dealt with on
the London Stock Exchange are included. In a world-
wide industry like that of mining there are continual
changes in progress, and consequently to embody
every new phase, unwearied labor and much time are
absolutely necessary. ‘Neither jhas been spared to
maintain the reputation of the Mining Manual and

Tin3 7 . '
Mining Year Book, which, for completeness and ac-

curacy, has stood unrivalled from its very inception.
Every individual notice has been earefully revised and
officially verified wherever possible. In previous vol-
umes the work has been divided into sections, but with
the present volume all companies are arranged alpha-
betically. This innovation has been decided upon owing
to many of the companies widening their scope of
operations and transferring their interests from one
mining field or market to another. This has heen a
notable feature in recent years in connection with
many finance companies whose interests have become
so divided that although their title suggests a certain
eld of operations their list of holdings proves other-
wise,
abandoned, since it is thought that—especially to those
not very familiar with Stock Exchange momenclature
—i1t will be found helpful for cross-references. Thus
“Chartered?’ will be found in the Index with a cross-
reference to British South Africa Company and ‘“Gold
Fields”” with a ecross reference to Consolidated Gold
Fields of South Africa. The object of the Mining
Manual and Mining Year Book has always been to
keep in touch with a company from its birth until
its demise, and to carry out this policy, but at the
same time avoid the work hecoming too unwieldy, a
new feature has been introduced, viz., a Supplemen-
tary Index. This Index, which immediately follows
the Index proper, contains the names of those com-
panies which have ceased to he of publie interest or
are in too dormant a state to justify their inclusion
in the body of the work., By turning to the volume
set opposife their names full particulars can be as.
certained. Thus while particulars are supplied in the
volume itself of 2420 companies, the supplementary
Index with its references to earlier volumes covers
no less than 2580 additional companies.
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At the same time the Index has not been .



