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LIBERAL TARIFF POLICY

An organization known as the National
Liberal Advisory Council, comprising the
leading Liberal members at Ottawa and a few
other Liberals from the provinces, recently
held a lh!Y days session In Ottawa to map
out a Libefal program in preparation for a
general election The report of their work
shows they have been discussing rural credits,
bankruptcy laws, old age and mothers’ pen-
SOns, ]‘rwl-l{ll!'n.xl representation Jflli the
tanff From the 3'..:!:-1}-:1“1 of the West the
new Liberal platform on the tanfl question is
It reads as follows

of interest &

On the subject of taxation, finance and finance
policy, the members of the council were agreed
that the stand taken by the party in Parliament
during the last two sessions was along the right
line The council expressed itsell as wholly
opposed to the doctrine of having protection
especially under the guise of “war taxation
imposed 1o meet wasteful expenditures for domestic
purposes. Free wheat, free agricultural imple-
ments, free four and customs duties so adjusted
as 1o bear most equitably upon the general con-
sumer, for which the party has put itself on record
during the past three seasions, will be adhered to

This is the tanfl platform upon which the
Liberal party will appeal to the Western
farmers for their votes at the next general
election which may be held within a year and
certainly will be held immediately after the
close of the war. It should be remembered
that the most prominent members of the
council, who prepared this taniff platform
were Sir Wilfrid Lauri r, Hon. W. S, Fielding
Hon. Sidney Fisher on. Geo. P. Graham
and Hon. W. L. McKenzie King, all members
of the late Liberal Government, and a number
of them were present at the famous Liberal
convention in 1893. What does this new tanfl
policy mean and what can the people expect
from it should the Liberal party retum to

power at the next election’ In 1893 the
National Liberal convention at Ottawa de
clared for “tanfl for revenue only” and
announced as thelr deal “free trade as they
have it in England’ When the Liberals

came to power in 1896 they abandoned their

free trade policy and save for the Bntsh

preference, which was granted and

aflterwards
very largely withdrawn, the Liberals fron
IS w 1911 were Hirm supporters f Lhe
Protective ] 1911 the Liberals

Tant! Is
pegotiated the reciprocity agreement with the

United States providing for Free Trade
sgrncuitural preducts and reduced tanf! on a
very, very few manufactured products. Dur
mg the electyon camyg an the Liberal leaders
announced * definitely that they =t adhered
W protective duttes n manulactured goods
and they assured the manufacturers that there
was 1 miention whatever . e ng Lhew
protectos The Libera wor lefeated and
during the first session W ) "ery
gt Lo they Lalk

gradually hanged that it  deciar

wider markets wilhost worlying  very
wAary what they o4 u W

he reciproc "

United States st siul o 3% ot :
aTeplance L

,"‘_{v.' rlaty froe t) w lar » <) " !
sbove thal the Lalcra b ve shandoned
reciproct | s placs ) hay ul
siiluted free wheat., free agr tural nnpls
ments, free Bour and eguitabd Laxatuon
Why have e sbandoned the e i »
agrecinent It keenly desared tod and
a5 Decessary as i 1911 when o ¢ o

Free wheat and free flour form

compdete reciprocal froe trade

A
the United States thres .

Manding on their statute book wyveoeral
members of the Borden Governs we

Known were persona Avora ‘ ting
the fres wheal et . 3 - {
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Parliament, but after considerable discussion
and secret consideration they decided Yo refuse
it. The reason for their refusal, it is privately
stated, was that the millers declared if their
protection was removed they would join the
free traders with all their influence and would
force free trade in other manufactured articles
This attitude aroused the Canadian manu-
facturers generally and they forced the gov-
ernment to abandon free wheat
The attitude of the manufacturers is still
the same on the trade question and the
"Liberals would have to face this situation if
they came into power, In the fan reci-
procity agreement of 1911 it was provided that
agricultural implements in both the Canadian
and American tanffs should be reduced to
15 and 20 per cent. In 1913, however, the
Amdncan Congress placed agricultural imple-
ments and parts absolutely on the free list
The new Liberal policy declares for free agni-
cultural implements. Does this mean binders
and mowers only or does it mean the full
range of mmplements and machinery used on
the farm’ The Liberal Council should make
this clear. If it means the full range of agn-
cultural implements and machinery it will be
a great boon to Western farmers, but it will
aflect a very large number of manufacturers
and will undoubtedly arouse the sternest
opposition which the Canadian Manufacturers'
Association is capable of making
In the light of these facts and the past
record of the Liberal party, can that party be
depended upon to carry out their lAnrpkdgﬂ
even on free wheat and free implements if
retumed to power. It looks like .a tarifl
policy framed Spex la“) to catch the Western
free trade vote without rasing 100 senous
opposition among the Eastern protectionists
The only way by which the Liberal party can
command. the confidence’ of the free traders
in the West is by making a clear cut, definite,
exact and signed statement of just what they
agree to do with the tanff if returned to power
Ihe Conservative Government quite plainly
intend to adhere to the protective system and
grant further protection Unless the
Liberals can be depended upon to reduce the
tantfl very considerably there is no advantage
1 returning them to power. More and more
it becomes evident that the West should
declare a Western p--lhs iIn Western interest
and send to Ottawa membérs who will support
thatl poiicy regardiess of the two old X ucal
PRries

p .

THE BANKER-FARMER CONFERENCE

The fact that the leaders of the organised
farmers from the three Praine Provioces
gathered and met with the Winnipeg section
d the Canadian Bankers' Association for the
bscusson of all matiers of interest o the two
rganizations, speaks volumes for the new
public spirit developing in Western Canada
Both these organizations are deserving of the
highest commendation for thew orts to

rove the business side of the agnicultural
ndustry e conference was arranged for
wveral months ago and the members of the
Winnjpeg Bankers' Assoctation had bad an
wpoftunity w0 consult with their general
erior olficers, most of whom
are located in Eastern Canada. They were,
therefore, in a position to speak with authority
and! to make definite proposals to the organised
farmers. They expressed themueclves as very
favorable to the development of the farmers’
organization and hope to see it include all
the farmers of the Prairie Provinces, in order
that they would be able 1o deal with such an
wpanization wstead of mdividuals. It was
quite apparent that as & result of the pre-
lyminary negotiations the heads of the banking
mstitutions of Canada have a clearer apprecia-

managers an i
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practically three classes of credit henceforth
d‘l"s;xnsed from the chartered banks in the
West.

action of farmers' business between periods of
crop shipment. :
2—Credit specifically for holding grain in
order to market it leisurely thruout the year
and maintain prices at a higher level.
3—Credit for the development of the live-
stock industry,

All three of these credits have been carried
on to a certain extent by the bankers in the
past, but not until this ponference was there
any general understanding as to the policy
of the bankers in this regard. The bankers
expressed themselves very londbly in fa
of providing credit for farmers’ business,
which they considered desirable, and they
were in hearty accord with the farmers in the
desire that the farmers should secure all their
credit from the bank and do a cash business
with everybody else. It be the aim
henceforth both of the farmers the bankers
to encourage individual farmers to
their year's credit at the beginning
year and handle their business T! m‘
t
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believe that very beneficial results will follow
both to the farmers and bankers 3
. S—

~ STEADY PROURESS ON ALL FRONTS
The progress of the allied offensive on every
side during the past week is giving entire
satisfaction. In fact, ever since the commence-
ment on July | of what is generally termed the
“Big Push™ on the western front, where the
French. British and Belgian forces are oo
operating in an offensive, slow but continued
progress has been reported. It is evident
during the long mogths of waiting plans
been carcfully made and the most
details of organization worked
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