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Our Prize Homesteaders
T>te following article by Jcckton Hartley. Key West P.O.. Seek w*e awarded the Third Pnae

in our recent Homesteader»" Competition

I reed Wilk latersst lbs aaparisaeea 
of » bisobi<>» pabllahad Is Tk# 
fluids end •• yoe were offering prircu 
for el bet •l|erinn> I Ibeecbl 1 wield 
writ# eel sew# ef else, »• I bey migkl 
be ef lelereet eed *»y be l-rebl •• ewe 
of Tbe Held* readers. I bee-e we bewe 
bsd le r»e*b It eewetiwee pretty herd, 
bet we ere fer sbesd today ef wket we 
reetd beee ever keyed to be If we ked 
eteyed Is Kwgtaad We beee beee blee 
eed with food beeMb eed beee libed tbe 
free life We else beee deee well eed 
glee* tbe beye e red r be ere te get ee. 
wblrh wee eer oely eeblllee le roeeleg 
le Ceaada ... .

1 reeie eel le Oeeeds la tbe eprleg 
ef lens, heleg Ibee «3 Tee re old. wttb a 
wife eed three Hoy* I bed worked «II 
aie life fmoi II yewre eld le e wooMee 
teaÎIt le I^ereekire. where we wede flee 
eel for the Hrttteb emy eed ee»y. I 
worked for I* years et tbe eaeie will 
I bet 1 left to toe. owl trf Ibis reentry, 
eed wee a bard worker for » years, 
worbleg by tbe pteee, so that tbe wore 
work I did the more money T got. I 
might joet awe that It wee owe ef the 
largest Itm I» Tmereeblre where I 
worked eed we lereed owl a hoot 1,000 
leers ef llaewrl e week, eerb pleee 

«neeeerlag shoal ISO yards loeg, or 
to OOO yards a week ell the year rowed 
1 jest mlesed three weeks' work throegh 
sirbwees I» all those >0 years, aed -hew 
I told tbe hose that I bad made wp my 
mled te enme te lake wp leed eed be a 
farmer la t'eeeda, he wowld wot wpewh 
to me ewy more, as be, aloag with a 
good ma ay others, ihoeght I mwst base 
gone rrarr to ever thieh of seek a thing 
Rut It did not rowel with me whet pro 
pie thnwght whew I bad made wp my 
mled to do e thing, and both my wife 
end 1 had read ell we roe Id pet ear 
hand* oe a boot farming In Canada, and 
were i.retls well prepared te roegb It 
If we had to.

Oreenborns at Tallow Oraee
We welled on Mereb *0. 1*08. from 

Mrerpool on the A* Rnrarlae, end 
landed In Yellow Orass oe April 18. 1
•honld ear that my oldest boy —as 18 
reere old. the erst IS. and the yoeegeet 
S. A friend of oers had taken or a 
quarter seetlon for me acd a quarter 
for the old ret boy, so we had .120 eeree 
altogether to feme to Well, we were 
all rretlT green a host farming, as we 
eowld wot milk a row or herneee a horse, 
bet wr were all seer willing to work 
end to 1mm and did not rrrtend. ae 
mens do that we knew all abowt It. W« 
had a little moner. so bought e teem, 
wagon, walking plow, lumber and pro- 
Tlsloea In town and art out for our 
homestead". 27 miles ewer. We landed 
where our future home wee to be after 
a two dare' trip. That was the fret 
night In mr life that Î alert net. but 
we rolled In Ike blenkete under the we 
gon and did ell right, getting nr In 
the morning reads dressed. We had left 
the wife and twit yneegeat bogs le town 
until we rot f«M nr a llt’le. When 
we arrived there had keen a prairie 
Are all thmngh that seetlon. and ererg- 
thing was bnmt off hlseh and nothing 
was left In the war *f rastnre. After 
getting died or e little we hnoght a 
eow and two nigs and then mr wife 
and the |wn other bogs rame out from 
town to the homestead Inst a month 
from the time we left Rnriand. We 
then etwried to break and that rear we 
broke Id aeree on nor own pleee and 18 
arren for a neighbor who rame In the 
spring following.

Neighbors Scarce
ft waa a new settlement where our 

homesteads were, and we were practical* 
ly the drat settlers In that district. We 
had one neighbor the drat rear ail miles 
off, and the neit neareet was dfteen 
mllm awag on the rond to town. A very 
bsd road It waa, too, as we had to cross 
three creeke every time we went In, and 
we got eturk In the mud slmoet every 

"time and had to unload every etlrk aa

eftea ee twice eed eowetlmae Ik res 
limes However, we got nil eer belong 
legs net at last just before bey time, 
end thee w# begun to pet ep bey. bee 
leg bought e mowwr sod rake W» had 
a whole mereb ef two aecllowe I# our 
e-lvee eed we pet ep «0 loads ef bey. 
While work leg el Ikte tke eldest toy 
eed Ike yeengret when coming home 
-Ilk a load fell e» Ike key rack aed 
tke oldest lad broke bis am at the 
wrist W# got him kern# aed bathed It 
well with hot water and pet akiaglee 
ee for to beep It straight The nest 
mere leg we went la the wagon to town 
le the doctor, eed ha said It had beee 
set all right. Threshing time then earn# 
oe, so 1 weet with the teem etoek 
tkrmbleg aed got throegh pretty well 
fer ■ eew heed, earning kind00. —bleb 
I spent right away before ret urn lag 
borne on provisions and clothes for tbe 
coming winter. W# were burwleg wood 
for foel all the lime, which we got el 
the Roegb Berk, 7 miles away The

oldest boy went out to work end learn 
what be rotiM as «m.n as his arm got 
well, lie went to work for our neigh­
bor Aral at 85 a month for the first 
month, and then wns to have flO after 
but he only stayed there two weeks. Si 
he eould not itand the man nny longer. 
Then be went to nnother place, 20 mile* 
away at 120 a month, and this fellow 
waa about ei bad aa the other one, so 
1 said we would juet do our own or 
know whnt waa the matter.

Misfortunes Come
Time went on and spring esme around 

again and In the meantime we h»d lost 
the two old horeea we bought at first 
and another one we bought later on, all 
for cash. 8o we had three horeea die 
and a broken arm for the first veer. We 
thought it pretty rough, but ire attick 
right with It. when seeding time ceme 
around the second year we bought no 
old drill for HO on time and three more 
horses nnd nut in our lfl aeree of crop, 
•even In wheat nnd nine In oats. We 
also broke another sixty arme that sum­

mer, tee ef which we seeded le eels fer 
grwee feed, ee Ikel we ked Iweelv ets 
aeree of crop Act tiers eow began le 
come le aroeed we aed land seekers |ee 
eed most every day aed aa we wees tke 
oely folke lit lag in there we bad lots 
ef rwmfwey, ee maey ef them eteyed 
over eight We worked away eereieg 
wket we cos Id that summer Thew 
threshing time rame aroeed égalé aed 
tke oldest boy weet eel with e teem 
eed eereed 1100. Oar owe little crop 
we got threshed, eer seres eeree of 
wheel gluing ee 126 baskets of No 1, 
aed oor elee eeree of oete 233 bushels 
We sold «telle e bit of key. which helped 
ee. besides growing lots of potato*» eed 
other vegetables We raised I member 
ef pigs, tee, whleb did well for ee

Caught by tbe Billiard
Now wlater wee rearing ee égalé, en 

we west te «owe te get oer eepply of 
pros lei «ms. clothes sod reel with two 
we goes sad four horses We started

out on November’15 in the early morn­
ing end when we had gone about 17 
miles enow began to fall. It ended op 
in ■ regular blirrard, eo we were stuck 
In town and It look us a week to get 
home again. We bad to leave oar coal 
on the way out home and return to town 
and get n act of aleigba to bring our 
provisions home. This was at the be­
ginning of tbe bad winter of 1806-7. We 
fetched our eonl home in about a week 
after, and let me say here that my wife 
and the two boys we bad left at home 
just simply rrle'd for joy when we got 
beck, for "thev thought we were surely 
lost. My wife bed been on the home­
stead now about a year and eight 
months and had never been to town, 
■nd we were six weeks without any 
mail. No one could get to town for the 
weather. It waa jost a three days’ bliz- 
rsrd twice a week all the time, and our 
little barn waa almost buried every 
time we went out to chore. We had 17 
rabbits that winter thnt we shot when 
fetching wood and they were a treat 
to ns. as thev war# the "only fresh meet

we bed, fer ee eewld eel afford la bey 
lloweief, we bad ell Ibe porridge milk, 
breed, eyrep eed jaai we roe Id eat, aed 
we did aot complete aa everything last 
ed good to aa, all beieg la good health 
a ad ready fee a meal moot eay time It 
was a rase ef ehevellleg see— with as 
weet ef that wialer Aprieg rame aroead 
agate bris gleg more settler» la, meetly 
srttk families from the Aisles, eed ee 
we had pet ep lets of key ere did pretty 
well, getting about #7 a load for It out 
of Ike etaek. We sowed wheel ee ike 
lewd we bed brnhee and berk set lb# 
year before aed broke forty aeree mer» 
lead ee oer nwa place.

■tart Church aed School
We begee to have Auuday services 

eew for Ike settlers aroeed at our bourn, 
and they were very well attended, aa we 
bad a very good preacher la Mr Bray, 
of ike Methodiet ekerek. ae Kegllekman 
We aleo formed a school district aed 
started ep a school with about 23 eebol 
mm The middle bey weal out to work 
this summer fer four mouths, earning 
#ao We threehed 1.120 heahele of wheat 
aed 800 of eela that fall and bad pet ep 
<|uite a few edditmee la the war of 
buildings, doing all ear own work, be­
side» digging two good wells oa oer 
owe piece and helping neighbors with 
digging ive more. Wc then got oer 
latents for oer homesteads, having lived 
on them ell the time eed bought four 
more hones and two more costs end 
raised quite a number of pigs end chick- 
ewe The nr it year we broke out quite 
a bit, breahiag about 116 acres all told, 
sad thee ia tbe fall we threshed 1,300 
bushels of wheat aed 1,400 of <mta.

Tbe Speculator'a Harvest
When we went on oer homrs|ea«ls at 

first, we coeld have bought railway lead 
anywhere around at from $4 to H an 
acre, but wc had not tbe money to bur 
sad la four years' lime the same land 
srns selling at from 420 m ♦*„•.*. and not 
a farrow turned ou It. This wna where 
tbe speculators came ia. reaping the re- 
ward of the pioneer»' labors. We no- 
had a railway and n town eleven miles 
away and today there I» a townaile ne*t 
to our corner and six school» within n 
radio» of el* miles. Tbea we sold out 
and got two purrhaeed homesteads end 
a homestead and preemption for the 
middle boy eleven mile# from n town.

A Summer's Work
We now have thirteen heed of horses 

and colts end fourteen head of cattle, 
piga, chickens, etc. Wc have had a 
new barn, 28 feet by 80 feet, built and 
■ house. 24*28 feet. Wc hauled .10,000 
feet of lumber for them last summer and 
broke 118 acres of new land and put in 
and took off 83 acre» of crop. I think 
there arc good chance» la Canada for a 
man with a family or anyone that will 
work and be steady and try, and I am 
sure the Grain Orowers’ Onide la doing 
a grand work for the Western farmers

After addressing a woman's cooking 
Hub, a famous lecturer was besieged by 
the members, who question»*! him about 
his own household and about his kitchen 
in particular.

“Are you satisfied with your cook?" 
someone asked him.

“Yea, indeed,” was the reply.
“Is she economical?"
"Very."
"Can she bake pics and bread?"
"The best in the land."
"Is she neat about her work?"
"Aa tidy as a pin and aa attractive in 

appearance as one would cere to see ”
'Ho* about her disposition?"

"1 think it ia about perfect."
“Huh!" eidaimed one of the matron* 

who had been having trouble srith her 
cook. “IVa a wonder you don't marry 
the girl."

With a satisfied smile the lecturer 
replied:

“That's exactly what I did. My srifa 
does her own cooking."

SI* WILLIAM MACKENZIE
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