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" Jesus Christ.

Tpronto, July 11th, 1918.

the Christian Pear

Eighth Sunday After Trinity, July 21st, 1918.

In the first chapter of his book, “‘The
Miracles of Our Lord,’’ the Archbxshop of
York says: “Jesus 1s Provxdenoe made plain.”’

' «‘Each miracle is not only an instance of the

loving-kindness of Jesus to those who' at the
time appealed to Him, but a revelation of the
will of God, of the purpose of His ceaseless
Providence.” In the face of the tnals, dis-
appointments and perplexmes of life it.is not

_always easy to believe in the ““never-failing”’
" Providence of God. If we think of Providence

in the hght of Jesus Christ—if we believe that
“Jesus is Providence made plain,”’ then we

are helped ‘in our perplexity. There ‘‘spfings’

up light in the darkness. In the acts and
words of Jesus we see ‘‘not only instances of
loving-kindness but the revelation
of the will of ‘God, of the purpose of His
ceaseless Providence.™ One-great lesson Our
Lord ever tried to teach men was - the never-
failing care of God. ‘‘Your Heavenly‘Father
knoweth’’ and ‘‘careth,’’ and acts for men in

love. All this Our Lord manifested in His

Incarnate Life. In these perplexing and
anxious days, blessed is the man who sees
that “‘Jesus is Providence made plain!’® Such
an one will see that, for the faithful, the out-
come of the suffermgs of our time will be
good—that though men may mean it for
evil,”* God “‘means it for good’’ (Gen. 501 20).
“All things work together for good to them
that love God.”” To God, Whose Providence
always means good * for us, we lift our
prayer‘

.‘What are the really hurtful thmgs? The
thmgs that hurt first are our sorrows, disap-
pointments and losses. These things may not
be hurtful—they may be the means of making
us break away from more hurtful things. The

f2¢ally hurtful things are our affections and
Juouis which are centred on self and not on

God and His will for us—on our comfort and

not on righteouness. Wi are all praying for:

victory. It may be that even victory and peace
would be hurtful, unless and until more hurtful
thmgs are put away from us. Success without
a “mind set upon righteousness’” is sure to
be hurtful. Sin is the thing that really hurts.
The unquestionably profitable things are those
that enrich the soul. ‘‘What shall it profit a
man if he gain the whole world and lose his
own soul?”’ ‘‘Godliness is profitable unto all
things . . . (1 Tim. 4:8). These will God
give (Phil. 4:19). The' “proﬁtable thxngs” for
our country at the present time are a renewed

determination ‘‘to carry on’’ to the end and.

a glad willingness for further sacrifice if need
be. The ‘‘hurtful things' we need to pray

against are the spirit of war-weariness and
carping criticism.

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage. talae
The clouds ye so much dread

Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head. :

God “‘means it for good.” This is the ultl-
mate, the difficult thing to see and believe in
dark times. Man’s action and man’s sin

are not the last word. “‘Jesus is Providence

made plain.”” We o ¢ God”’
i e see. the giory of

purpose of God” m the face of

Editorfal

BY WAY OF PREPARATION.

Last week we drew attention to a matter
of reorganization in connection with the three
great departments of the Church’s activities:
Missions, Religious Instruction and - Social

Service. All three will be considered in turn

at the forthcoming meeting of the General
Synod, and if we are to deal with them pro-
perly and to plan wisely we must consider
them in the hght of the war. The sermon
printed in this issue emphasizes, as strongly
as words can emphasize, the need of a most
careful and fearless scrutiny of all our organi-
zation and methods.

Few delegates will fail to recognize the
truth of the above. The question facing us is,
How can we best meet the situation, and how
can we best utilize the time of the General
bynog to prepare for the future? There is a
certain order of procedure laid down, and the.
line of least resistance would be to follow this
order and to consider in the customary routine
the various reports, etc., brought forward.
Wi must confess, though, that we are exceed-
ingly doubtful that this would be the wisest
course to pursue.

Two of our Canadian Bxshops have visited

the forces in England and in France. They

have come back with very strong opxmons on
certain points, and have expressed their views
to a certain extent in public. A small per-
centage of the delegates to the General Synod
have heard them speak or have read portions
of what they have said. Few have had an
opportunity to discuss these points with them
in person, and yet the statements they have
made indicate an extremely serious oond:tlonA
of affairs. If the things they have said are

true, and we, have "seen no reason to doubt

this, and if many other things are true that
others have said, the Church and the repre-
sentatives to the hlghest Council of the Chureh.
are facing a crisis in its bnstory

We believe that a meeting of the General,
Synod- at the present time is justified, but on
one condition only, namely, that time is ttlnen :
to cortsider what the Bishops of Fredericton

Girls and Young: Men and 'Women, and the
various problems springing up under  the
heading of Social Service. They would ap-
proach these subjects with minds full of
definite and constructive ideas, and, what is
of great value, with a determination to leave *
no stone unturned to adjust the machinery of
the Church to meet the needs of the situation.
A final suggestion is that definite periods - -
in ;such a Conference should be set apart for
supplication to God for guidance. If this were
done we are convinced that the total result
would be such as to justify abundantly. not

only the Conference, but the holdmg of the
Synod itself.

* * * * *

A couple of weeks ago we published undef
the heading of Quebec Synod a brief smmnary
of the sermon of the Bishop-of Fredericton that -
appears in this issue. The importance of the '

.pronouncement is sufficient excuse for reprint.-
ing the sermon in full.’
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 We dre pleased to note the attxtude' o{
Christian Guardian towards the staty
made recently by Col. Machin. It shows
good sense of the Methodist Chnrch and

fortunahe incident;: . )
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~and New Westminster and any other returned

Chaplains who are present have to say, ané

to endeavour to relate this along cons
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be done?
We do not believe it can bedonehyfol-_
lowing the ordinary rules of procedure. It

can be done if at least one wholedilyattho

- beginnin oftheSynodnsgtvenupto:t and
e o orehand. Ar-.

roper preparation is made bef; . Ar-
Banzﬁgnts can be made to have the whole
body of delegates addressed by thc
Bishops on, say, the second

Synod. This can be folloWed'

meﬁt of the regular

‘portumtycanbegwentoq

regarding any point bearing on the

the Church in thehght of the war. Ifm:-:)‘j‘;_']

tion is made in advance, a
of topics can be drawn up, :

of each dioeese can be asked to‘oonsider*ﬂ' tllh'-

prepared for a'nd carefully conduoied- W

prepare the delegates for the pmpermndem-
tion of such subjects as Prayer Book Revision,

Missionary Work. in Canada and

the Rehgwus Tnstruction of Our Boys"'"” ‘




