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WKDIilNG ANECDOTES.

■V i'lerg' Hiau on one occasion waited 
for a tsiiit'l" hi his parlor one evening, 
a.u.1 as th*;- did not keep their engage* 
nient, he went to bed. .lust aljout half 
past el' V il (i’. lo<di the door bell rang 

-violent!1-' ■ He put a <up and wrapper 
on, an din a slate of general undress,
0jthe second s ort window and 
looked out. There stood the tardy
rmrlohi '•** fr,r mat ri monv.

“Well it’s too late now,” said t he
el,gev m i':. “and its too cold.”

** Ves,” called up the man, “ but we 
misse<1 tin- train, and 1 sail to-morrow.”

• Weil, tli-'ii, go to some other minis
ter,’.' answered tin; irate parson.

- We ran t now,” both shouted up 
the garden walk, ” it. s too late.

“ Well i cannot marry you now,” he j 
said, “ th" servant has taken the front 
door key and has gone to sleep,”

*• Well them marry us out of the win- j 
dow," came up from below.

And so the minister took the book in j 
his hand and called out the directions I 
from tin- second story easement, and j 

, the- parties complied with the several | 
orders, and finally left the fee in an en- j 

velope under the front door and went • 
out of the 'garden gate man and wife. I

The levity with which some persons ' 
enter upon a solemn service of inatri- j 
motiv is very strange. Persons often 
act as friends and wiim 
and relatives, who only 
would aet tlu'R' parts in a farce or a 
charade. A.-tors and* actresses have 
hem kumni to >„■ married( just in the 
same wav in which they would perform 
a certain foie upon the stage, with 
that cynical air which a life of simula- j 
thin so often involves oil the part of j 
those who realise that —

" All tin1 world's a stage."
• One Sai unlay evening an Irishman I.

began

“Hold on, man.” said the astonished 
ir.inistct, “you have,- gone into the 
iomiiiunion service: I can never get 
straight now.”

Auother mistake much like this hap
pened to a very absent-minded clergy
man, who stood up before a bright 
roomful of joyous people, and b 

! tfie wedding service as follows :
“Man that is born of a woman hath 

I but a short time to live, and is full of 
I misery.”

“ .Stop, stop ! cried the astonished 
: groom, “ we came here to be married, 

not buried.”
• Sometimes the united services of 
J clergymen of different persuasions make I 
i the marriage ceremony a trifle difficult, I 
I A Methodis't minister, who was about 1 
i to marry an Episcopal ladv, called upon 
I her minister m'seeure his" services, and 

to ask that a friend, who was presidin'* \ 
i elder in his Church, might assist in the j 
! "ffi.ee of marrying. The Episcopal ' 
t brother, who was a high Anglican, re- I 
1 plied :

“ I would like to oblige von, sir, in 
vour wish, but I fear I - an not, as I do 
not recognize the validity of vour or
ders!”

“My orders an not valid, sir,” ex
claimed the indignant Wesleyan. “ I 
tell you it’s a purer ministry that lias 
come down from Johii^JWteslev than a

vour
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v do it as they | ®!"H,tol,c «'lecess.unzn,rough all the irj\u

dirty jiojaîs !” /

' As a general rule, ministers find, oil 
the principle that “a bird in the hand is 
worth two in the bush," that it is alwavs 
better to take the fee at the time of the 
wedding than to wait for any after 
judgment <n the matter. A certain 
clergyman to this day bears a grudge 
against New Jersey, because a Jersey- 
man, after his wedding, asked if he 
sheuId pay at. the time, or settle when 

and woman came to a certain minister s ! iu. cam<. f('„. the certificate.” Tin 
house to lie married, but finding him at \ dest minister said : 
a service went over to his church and | for t]je certificate ”
Waited a is pleasure. They wanted to be 
marricl at once, but they had no friends 
or witiiessesi with them. The minister 
demurred for some *tpne; but the wo
man was tov nitjeh for him, and at last 
lie was “ blanivyedÿ" into eouiplianee. 
Wbm it culm' to the woman’s turn to 
respond she broke out laughing, «»-l 
could not go on.

“ That will do,” said the minister. 
311 am sire now that there is something 
wrong : I can proceed no furtlity."

■ A », now, vour riveriiiei*!” said th** 
woman, “ go on like a man ; get that 
then- ring on my finger once, and then 
J luNts good, as t he next one.”

lint still the minister’ refused.
"Sure," said the woman, “you would 

n't stop half-way when it's only a Jyw 
words m ire will do the job intirvlv !”

Hut th'Tv was .no more " go" to that 
ilia fill'd elergVmtin, w in* was only too 
mil'll relieved to stand clear with his 
conscience, and, like Paul amid the 
wreck at Mehta, to throw off the vil
lainous b«.-a*t in the lire, and, like him, 
to eel l.o h irm.

1 hi one occasion a clergyman, alter 
preii"imeing ilie benediction upon the 
kneeling euiipl • befole him, Jill! forth 
in- hand to congratulate the young 
inishand. when the la! 'er. thinking he 
w.i- reaching for his fee, with an indig
na.it, injured air. waved his hand away, 
saiinr. .it the same tilin', “ It is all 
tight, sir ; the first groomsman w ill 
attend to that.” The same minister 
Ic.s .iiioth"r <tor\ of an ohl uncle, who 
f r-.light his nie. .' to the ,rectory on a 
col-1, railiv ,lav, to be niarried. and who.

. att-'r th. e..fittonv was over, tmill>h'd 
a I-mt l'ir a iwo-ilollar bill, and. not 
h-mig ahle to I,iid it, said a* he h unitsl 
t li' | arson a tite-iioll.tr note, “Take the 
' bauge ou* ut t hat lot1 a two-dollar.i >b; 
" - kind " wi t-and-eiild-like to-*la;, 
vie, I gee.. 1 xvi dollar- w i|l lw ulwtir 
'ii" 1 hing " ^

k'lle follow i I g -ton IS lllli'|Ue ill it-
•S'1!:, and though slight l\ bot- b ring on 
He -viTiiegioti,. is strictly true : A 
t, i-pi*abli-y i-y ivi'tor. in tlm city of 
1 -'■iiii'ii n i.it g I "1 v, had a Western Gei- 

ssi.î im staving tvit.h iiim <lur- 
i* ci\.-iitioe or clerical gaihei -
V • iiuht h* W- n some distance 
\ a i i.uph• at I h*' bride s ilit her s 

• ■i l t.,r i .'liipany - sake. 1 
a l*i...1, -r went with ium. Su*l- 

t• • r i .vrlaim* d
' 1 ii ..• forgotten my pray-

. .nid th. •• pi ople ajre I'ivsbv - 
'\ : .hall ! .In?”
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ino-
' O when you coûte 
And that man ha*»

never come yet.
The nervousness of the parties to lie 

married very often accounts for some 
mistakes. A pretty well frightened 
groom on one occasion, feeling, that he 
must be brave and speak up well when 
the officiating clergyman asked any 
<pi itiou. boldly replied to the question 
addressed to the father of th- bride,
“ Who giveth this woman to be married 
to This mail ?” “ My sponsors in bap-
t ism !" Another frightened youth, re
membering in the presence of some 
beautiful bridesmaids the answer to one 
of the questions iu the order of bap
tism, replied to the question, “ Wilt 
thou have this woman to thy wedded 
wife ?” “ I renounce them all, and, by 
God’s help, will endeavor not to follow 
nor be led by them."

Readers of Thomas Hardy's story,
“ Far from the Madding Crowd,” will 
remember the scene in which Bathshe- 
ba, on taking charge of the farm, iu- j 
quires how it cam*■ to pass that Mrs. I 
Ball ever consented to name her son i

Cain." Joseph I’oorgrah and the
< it hers explain th it tie “ pore ” woman | 
was flustered at the time of the christ- | 
cuing, and got tIv Bible brothers mix- '
< d up in her mind, and thought at the
moment “as how it was Abel what kill- j 
vii Cain, and not t' other way ; however 
thev tried to soften it down a l it, by 
calling bim * ( \iiiiey.’ ’ < In the same
principle in England, at a wholesale 1 
parish wedding, were some d<i/i'ii couples 1

; ni n t*» be united • n /io*„>', «*ti a Sun- 
<htv, a sh\ sort ot man yjot - ruwded in 
tIn wrong place, next to a strong bust
ling woman, who had likewise missed : 

j her man. and I » fore they kin-w it, they 
w< p marriiSl.as wa* also,tlv odd couple 

| tiuinl***r two. H-reitpoii the shy man 
I untile so bold as to tall flu minister ot 
I tlv mistake, and while lie was debating 
j in his own mind what wn* to I»- done, 
i the old woman • • \• -l:tihvd, ” Sure, and 

let it In- ; isn’t it fair all round, utter 
all. and isn’t one man x®4 "111 as the
other ? what s tlv dilb-i'i'iiev says Brid- 
g. t M'Shan*'. . [f/ L tour .Innriinl.
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