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independence. “Ireland'» right to make 
her own law» was,” says Daniel Owen Mad­
den, “ Ant affected hr the act of the 10th 
of Henry V1L in » petliament held at 
Droghtda before the then Deputy, Sir 
Edward Poyninge. It waa then enacUd 
that no Parliament ahould be

■

* ■

holden in Ireland, until the Lord-lieu­
tenant and Privy Council ahould certify to 
the King, under the great real of Ireland, 
the came», considerations, and acta that 
were to paaa ; that the aame ahould be 
affirmed by the King and council in Eng­
land, and hi» licenae to aurnmon a parlia­
ment be obtained under the great teal of 
England. Thia waa further explained by 
the 3rd and 4th of Philip and Mary, where­
by any change or alteration in the form 
or tenor of auch acta to be paaaed after 
they were returned from England, waa 
prohibited. Thu», by theae law» the Eng- 
liah privy council got the power to alter 
or suppress, and the Iriah parliament were 
deprive 1 of the power to originate, alter, 
or amend. By theae ac a were the legiela- 
live right» of Ireland invaded : her judi­
cial right», however, remained untouched, 
till, in 1688, a petition and appeal waa 
lodged with the Houae of Lord» of Eng­
land, from the Engliah eociety of the new 
plantation of Ulster, complaining of the 
Iriah Houae of Lord a, who had decided in 
a ease between them and the Biakop of 
Derry. Upon thia the English House of 
I-orda paaaed an order declaring, that this 
appeal was coram rum juive. To thia order 
fourteen reaaona and answers were written 
by the celebrated Molyneux, and the 
appeal gave rise to hi» famous work, en­
titled “The Case of Ireland,” which ex­
cited the hostility of the English House 
of Commons, and waa burned by the hands 
of the common hangman ! The Iriah 
House of Lords then asserted their lights, 
passed resolutions and protested against 
the English proceedings ; thus matters 
remained until 1703, when came on the 
case of the Eirl and Countess of Meath 
against the Lord Ward, who were dispos, 
scsstd of their lands by a pretended order 
of the Houae of Lords in England, on 
which the Irish House of Peers adopted 
the former resolutions, asserting their 
rights, and.restored possession to the Eirl 
and Counteas. 1703, the appeal of Maur­
ice Annesley was entertained in Eigland, 
and the decree of the Irish House of Lords 
was
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The braid Old earn Unfolds 
Her Blew Ceoeiltmllem.

April.lOlh, 1780 — April 8th, 1886 — 
tiralfau and Gladstone.

The most memorable day in British 
annals baa corns and gone—a day of glory 
for England, a day of triumph, redemp­
tion and resurrection for Ireland. Well 
indeed does the 8th day of April, in the 
year of grace 18 6, deserve place in the 
tear-worn an! blood stained annals of 
Ireland, beside that memorable 19th of 
April, 1780, when the immortal Grattan 
rose to move that “the hinge’most excell­
ent majesty, and the Lords and C.muions 
of Ireland, are the only power competent 
to make laws to bind Ireland—” 
that day of hope, whereon thia 
illustrious apostle of libeity pro 
«’aimed that had he lived when the 
9th of William took away the woolen 
manufacture, or when the O'.h of George 
the First declared Ireland dependent, and 
subject to laws to be enacted by the Parlia 
mint of Eaglet d, he ehtuld have made a 
covenant With his own conscience to seize 
the First moment of rescuing his country 
from the ignominy of such acts of power 
or had he asm, he should have to him 
administered an oath, that he would 
aider himself a person separate and set 
apart for the disciarge of so important a 
duty : that dty of resurrection, whereon 
he warned the Irish Commons that which 
they might hope to d zzle with illumina­
tion, and sick, n with addresses, the 
public imagination would never rest, nor 
her heart be well at taw, never ! so long 
as the Parliament of England exercised or 
claimed legislation over Ireland, 
long,” said Grattan, “as this shall be the 
case, that viry free trade, otherwise a 
perpetual attachment, will be the cause of 
new discontent ; it will create a pride to 
fool the indignity of bondage ; it will 
furnish a strength to bite your chain, and 
the liberty withheld will poison the good 
communicated.” 
them they would endeavor to keep 
baik the question 
the liberty of the people. The passion was 
too natural, the sentiment too irresistible 
—the question came on out of ita own 
vitality the laws must be reinstated. 
“There L-," he thundered Lrth, ”uu ob­
jection to this resolution except fear; I 
have examined your fear. ; I pronounce 
them to be frivolous. I might deny that 
the British nation was attached to the 
idea of binding Ireland. I might deny 
that England was a tyrant at heart, and 
I might call to witness the odium of North 

popularity of Chatham, her sup- 
port of Holland, her contributions 
to Cor-ica, and the charters 
tnbuted to Ireland, but minis'eis 
have traduced E gland to 
Ireland. If England is a tyrant it 
is you have made her so; it i, the slave 
that makes the ts rant, and then 
at the mister he himself has constituted.” 
No wish had he, declared this gifted advo­
cate of freedom, but to breathe in his 
native iJand, in common with his fellow- 
subjects, the air of liberty,—uo ambition 
animated him but that of breaking Ire 
laud s chains, ami contemplating her 
glory. Never could he be satisfied so 
long as the meanest cottager in Ireland 
had a link of the British chain clanking to 
his rags, he might heuaked, but he would 
not be in irons.

y

reversed ; and the English House of 
Lords had recourse to the authority of 
the Barona of the Exchequer in Ireland to 
enforce their order ; the Sheriff refused 
obedience ; the Irish House of Lords pro­
tected the Sheriff, and agreed to a repre­
sentation to the King on the subject. 
This produced the arbitrary act of the 
6ih of George the First, which declared, 
that Ireland was a subordinate and depend­
ent kingdom ; that the King, Lords, and 
Commons of Eogland had power to make 
laws to bind Ireland ; that the Houae of 
Lords of Ireland bad no jurisdiction, and 
that all proceedings before that Court 
void. Under this act, and to such injus­
tice, the Irish nation were compelled to 
submit, until the spirit of the present day 
arose, and that commanding power which 
the armed volunteers gave to the country, 

u raged the people to rise unanimously 
agaiust tins usurped and tyrannical 
authority. The efforts of the nation to 
obtain a free-trade, the compliance of the 
British Parliament with that claim ; the 
British act passed in consequence thereof, 
which allowed the trade between Ireland 
and the British colonies and plantations 
in America and the Weet Indiee, and the 
British settlements on the coast of Africa ; 
had raisrfd the hopes of the Irish people, 
I he resolutions and proceedings of the 
volunteers, and the 
addresses by the patriotic members, had 
still further roused the people to 
of their rights and their condition, end 
the hour was approaching which 
witness the restoration of their liberty.”

Under these circumstances of British 
tyranny and ii justice and Irish hope and 
Irish determination, did Grattan demand 
tho independence of the Irish Parliament. 
Ilis redeemed and regenerated Parliament 
lived for eighteen years only, when by 
bloodshed without parallel since theCeusars, 
aud by corruption of the most unblushing 
and uuheard-nf character, Ireland 
robbed of her independent legislature, 
and from the rank of an imperial kingdom 
degraded into that of an abject Province. 
But neither the Ireland of that day, 
drenched with blood, nor the patriot of 
that day,overwhelmed with sorrow, lost all 
hope. In the very moment of his own aud 
Ireland’s supreme anguish and desolation, 
Giattan declared that though the conetitu! 
tiun might he /,r a lime lost, the char­
acter of the
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country could not he 
lost—that the ministers of England 
might find at length that it is

I
r

not bo easy 
to put down forever an ancient aud re­
spectable nation, either by abilities how- 
ever grout, or by corruption however 
irresistible. Liberty, he hoped, might yet 
repair her golden beams and with re­
doubled heat aniinite the

!
i

; The time is at hand, 
ihe spirit is gone forth, the declaration, 
is planted ; and though greatness should 
apostatize, yet the cause will live ; and 
though tho public speaker should die, yet 
the immortal fire shall outlast the organ 
which conveyed it, and the breath of lib.

1
■
■ i country. The 

cry of loyalty would not long continue 
agaiust the principles of liberty ; loyalty 
tli ugh a noble, » judicious and a capaci­

ty, lika the word of the holy man, wiU 
-, die with the prophet, hut survive

What was Ireland’s condition when t^Ï*2°'

attan moved for Irish legislative agiL.t the principle, ofliberty.Connection
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reference to ita Baal position from tho 
nJMmate control of the Irish legislative 
body. The apesker had no jealousy 
noon that subject, as the care of providing 
for the ordinary security of Ufa and pro­
perty was the Brat duty of

a local oovenxMeei.
With respect to Uo Civil Service the 

Government did not think their oese was 
the same as that of the constabulary, and 
the transfer of the Civil Service to the 
legislative body would effect a great econ­
omy. He therefore thought it would be 
wise to nnthorlie the civil servants now 
serving to elsim the pensions that would 
ba due to them upon the nboUtion of 
their officer provided they served two 
years in order

TO PRIVENT INCONVENIENCE 
from n rapid transition of the servies, end 
at the dose of that time both parties 
ahonld be free to negotiate afresh. That 
waa ell, Mr. Gladstone stated, that he had 
to say on the subject of the new Irish 
Constitution. The proportion of the 
Importai burdens which he had to pro­
pose that Ireland should bear was as one 
to fourteen. He thought the new Iriah 
Parliament ought to Mart with a balance 
to ita credit, but the only fund that it 
would have if left alone would be the 
solitary .£10,000 from the Irish Church 
fund. He knew no way of providing

TBE NECESSARY MONEY 
except by carving it out of thia year’s Bud­
get, and he proposed that in the future 
Ireland ahould pay on# fifteenth towards 
the Imperial txpei dilute. He went on to 
speak of how much Ireland would gain 
by exporting spirits to Great Britain, and 
how much Great Britain would lose to 
Ireland by the flow of money from one to 
the other. As the result of careful en­
quiry, he stated with confidence, not as an 
actual demonstration, but as a matter of 
certainty with regard to the far greater 
portion, that the

IHISH RECEIPTS WOULD GAIN 
from Greet Britain a sum that would 
amount to no leas a total than £1,400,000 
per annum. He then entered into an 
elaborate calculation of the total income 
and expenditure of Ireland, in the course 
of which he sta^d that the total charge to 
Ireland as an Imperial contribution would 
be .£3,24?,000 per annum. He stated as 
an inatan :e of the

INTENSE DEMORALIZATION 
of the present Irish administration, that 
whilo toe postoffic® in Eo^lsnd showed i 
large surplus, in Ireland it just paid its 
expenses. He estimated the total expen­
diture of Ireland, including a payment as 
a sinking fund for the Irish portion of the 
national debt at £7,946,000 per annum. 
Against that there was a total income of 
£8,350,000 or a

fcCBFLCS TO THE GOOD 
of£ 404,000. "It hie naturally been said 
in England end Scotland,” continued Mr. 
Gladstone, “that for a greet many years 
past we have been struggling to pass good 
laws for Ireland, and that we have aacri- 
ficed our time, neglected our interests, 
and paid out money, and we have done 
all this in the endeavour to give Ireland 
good laws. That is quite true with regard 
to the general course of legislation. Many 
of those taws have been passed under an 
influence which 1 can hardly 
other than as the

INFLUENCE OF FEAR.”
With regard to the history of the land 
question, no men could know that until 
he had followed it from year to year, 
beginning with the Devon Commission, 
the appointment of which, in the speaker’s 
opinion, did the highest honour to the 
memory of Sir Robert Peel—(cheers)— 
end then to examine the mode in whict 
the whole labour of the Commission had 
been frustrated by the domination 

OF SELFISH INTERESTS. 
(Pamellite cheets j He did not. deny the 
good intentions ot the British Parliament 
to pas* good laws for Ireland, but, he said, 
in order to work out the purposes of 
Government there is something more in 
thia world occasionally required than the 
psaairg of good laws. (Hear hear ) It is 
sometimes necessary, not only that good 
laws ahould be paaaed, but also that they 
should be passed.

BY THE PROPER PERSONS.
The passing of many good laws is not 
enough in cases where the strong instincts 
of the people, distinct marks of character, 
situation, aud history require, not only 
that these laws should be good, but that 
they should proceed from congenial and 
native sources, and that besides being 
good laws, they should be

THEIR own LAWS.
(Iriah cheers.) “At times I doubted 
whether this necessity had been fully 
developed, and especially with respect to 
Ireland. If doubt could be entertained 
before the last general election, they can­
not now be entertained. The principle I 
have laid down, I am not laying down for 
Ireland exceptionally. It is the very 
principle upon which within my recollec ­
tion, to the immense advantage of the 
country, Parliament has not only altered 
but

describe

REVOLUTIONIZED OUR METHOD 
of government. When I held office at 
the Colonial Office, fifty years ago, the 
Colonies were governed from Downing 
street. The result was that Home Gov­
ernment was always in conflict with coun- 
tiles which had legislative Assemblies. 
'V e had continual shocks with the Colonies 
•pl 7, .®ut *1* that has been changed. 
Ihe British Parliament tried to pass good 
1&®8 ,l?7T tbe Colonies, but the Colonies 
said, ‘We don t want your good laws, we 
want our

OWN GOOD LAWS,’
and Parliament at length admitted the 
reasonableness of this principle. This 
principle bus now come home to us from 
across the sea, aud the House has now to 
consider whether it is applicable to the 
case of Ireland. * * * * We now stand 
face to face with what is termed ‘Irish 
nationality,’ ventirg itself in a demand for 
the general self government in Irish not 
m Imperial affaire,” In conclusion. Mr. 
Gladstone said “I hold that there is
itielf*isthlBg “ l0Cil patrioti,mi which in 

... NOT BAD BUT GOOD.
(Cheers.) The Welshman is full of local 
patriotism. The Scotchman is full of local 
patriotism. No I Scotch nationality is as 

.,strong as it ever was, and if the need were 
to anse I believe it would be as ready to 
assert itself as it was in the dnye of Rsn- 
nockburn, (Cheer,; If I •

. „ M*t> IRISH BISTORT ARIOHT, 
misfortune and ealamlty have wedded her 
•one to their soil with an nmbmoa yet 
eloeer than le known elsewhere, end the
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be denominated n wise and a profound 
policy, “bat connection without an Iriih 
Parliament, is connection without ita own 
principle, without analogy of condition, 
without the pride of honor that should 
attend it, is innovation, is peril, is anbj i- 
gallon—not connection.” The ery of 
disaffection would not, he proclaimed., in 
tbe end, avail against the principle» of 
liberty. “Identification is a solid end 
imperial maxim, necessary for the preser­
vation of freedom, neeeaeary for that of 
empire; bat without union of heurta, with 
a separate government, and without e 
separate Parliament, identification ia ex­
tinction, ia dishonor, ia conquest, not 
identification." With them truths pro­
claimed by Grattan more than eighty 
ytara a g-, and demi nitrated by expert- 
ence, Mr. Qladatc ns, England’s greatest 
living statesman, must have been deeply 
moved when, on Thursday, the 8th of 
April last, in the Commons House of Par­
liament of the United Kingdom of Gnat 
Britain and Ireland, he said :

I could wish that it bed been pos­
sible to expound to the Houae 
ihe whole policy end intention» of 
the Government with reference to Ireland. 
Althoogh the questions of reform in the 
tenure of land and Irish government are 
so closely and inseparably connected, it ia 
yet impossible to undertake the task of 
elucidating

and 8 weed en, which countries were, he 
said, united upon s footing of etriet 

LEGISLATIVE INDEPENDENCE
and eo-equnlUy. Then there wee, te 
added, the ease of Austria end Hungary, 
end with regard to those countries be 
ashed whether the condition of Austria at 
the present moment was not more per­
fectly solid, secure, and harmonious ih ut 
it was prior to the existing condition 
between that country end Hungary. It 
could not be questioned that ita condi­
tion wee one of

ItaoDventanee end misfortune. It would 
bee greet

MISFORTUNE FOE GEEAT BRITAIN 
tad • greeter misfortune for Ireland. He 
eoneeived that one eeeepe from that dil­
emma would be such an arrangement as 
would give the Imperial Government auth­
ority to levy C eatoma duties and snehExclse 
duties ae were immediately connected with 
the Customs. The condition» of such en 
arrangeaient were: firstly, that the general 
power of teiatlon over end above these 
particular duties ahould peas unequivo­
cally into the hands of a domestic Législa­
ture in Ireland ; secondly, that the pro­
ceeds of the

SOUMIT AND SAFETY,
compared with that of the time when 
Hungary waa mating war upon her. The 
claim of Ireland to make taws for heiself 
was never denied, continued Mr. Glad­
stone, until the reign of George IL The 
Parliament of Grattan waa as independent 
in point of authority ns it could be. They 
(the Guvernmeoi) were not about to pro­
pose the repeal of the Union. It waa 
imposable to propose the repeal of the 
Uuion until they had settled what was the 
essence of the Uni n. He defined the 
essence of the Union to be the fact that, 
whereas

CUSTOMS AND EX0181
eh mid be held for the benefit of Ireland 
end for the discharge of the obligation» of 
Ireland, end the payment of tbe balance 
after these obligations were discharged 
ahould be entered into the Irish Exchequer 
and before the free disposal of the Irish 
legislative body. The Government Bill 
provided for this, end the Bill then pro­
vided that the representatives of Ireland 
shou d no longer sit in the House of Com- 

the Irish peers in the House of 
Lords, but at the same time they would 
have the right of addressing the Crown, 
and so possess ell

the constitutional rights 
they had now. (Ob ! and cheers.; It 
would therefore relieve Irish members 
from attendance at Westminster. Mr. 
Gladstone mid he had several reason» why 
this ahould be the case, even if it was pos­
sible for them to attend, at they had a 
Parliament of thtir own, aud it would be 
veiy difficult to have two classes of mem­
bers in the British House—one class who 
could

moos or
BZFORl THE UNION,

there were two separate and Independent 
Parliaments, after the Uuion there wee 
but one. To speak of the dismember­
ment of the Empire, was in this century 
a misnomer aud an absurdity. The fault 
of the administrative system of Ireland 
was that ita spring and source of action was 
ui just. (Cheers.) The Government, there 
fore, fell that the settlement of the ques­
tion wee to be found by eetehlisbing

a PARLIAMENT IN DUBLIN__
(Irish cheer,)—for the conduct of business 
of both i legislative end administrative 
nature. The political economy of the 
three countries must be reconciled. There 
should bean equitable distribution of Im­
perial burdens ; next, there must be rea­
sonable safe guards for the minority, and 
why could not this minority in Ireland 
take care of itatlf 1 He bad no doubt 
about it» ability to do that, when we have 
paaatd through the

PRISENT CRITICAL PERI D, 
and been disarmed of the jealousies with 
which any change waa approached. But 
for the present there were three dieses of 
people whom they were bound to con­
sider :—Firstly, the class connected with 
the land ; secondly, the civil servants and 
officers of the Government in Ireland ; 
thirdly, the Protestant minority. The 
speaker could not admit the tlaim of 

THE PROTESTANT MINORITY 
in Ulster ot elsewhere to rule on questions 
which were for the whole of Ireland. 
Several schemes for the separate govern­
ment of Ulster had been submitted to 
him. One waa that Ulster Province should 
be excluded from the operations of the 
present Bill, Another was that 

A SEPARATE AUTONOMY 
should be provided for Ulster, and a thiid 
suggested that certain rights ihould be 
reserved and placed under provincial 
councils. None of these proposals bad 
appeared to the Government to be so 
completely jualifi=d by its merits, or by 
the weight of public opinion in it* favour, 
a- to warrant tfia Government in includ 
tag it in their Bill. However, they 
deserved fair emsideration, and the free 
discussion that would follow the introduc­
tion of the present Bill might

LEAD TO THE DISCOVERY 
of one plan which bad a predominating 
amount of support, and the Government 
would do their utmost to adopt the plan 
that seemed likely to give general satisfac­
tion . Referring to the great settlement of 
1782, Mr. Gladstone said : “It was not a 
real settlement, and why ? Was it Ireland 
that prevented a real settlement being 
made? (Iriah cheer».) No! it was 

A MISTAKEN POLICY

BiiTH QUESTIONS TOGETHER.
I do not know of any previous task laid 

upon me involving so diversified an ex­
position. In contemplating the magni­
tude ot this task, I am filled with painful 
mistrust, but that mistrust is absorbed in 
a feeling or the responsibility that will be 
upon me if I should fail to bring home to 
the public mind the magnitude and the 
various aspect» of the question. We 
should

VOTE ON ALL QUESTIONS 
connected with the business of the coun­
try and another which could only vote on 
special and particular questions which 
were brought before Parliament Again, 
it would be very difficult for gentlemen in 
Ireland to decide who should go to West­
minster or who should remain in Ireland, 
and at the same time to maintain the 
fiscal unity of the nation. There is another 
point with regard to the

Pcwnns or tbe legislature.
T wo courses might have been taken—one 
was to endow this legislative body with 
particular legislative power»; the other 
was to except from the sphere of its action 
those auljects which the Government 
ibought ought to be excepted, aid to 
leave to it every other power. The 
latter plan had been stapled. The ad­
ministrative power would pa-a with the 
legislative power. The duration of the 
proposed legislative body should 

NOT EXCEED FIVE YEARS.
The functions which it was proposed to 
withdiaw from the cognizance of the leg­
islstive body were three grand and prin­
cipal functions, viz., everything which 
related to the Crown ; all that which be­
longed to the defence—the army,the navy 
’he entire organization of tbe 
force», aud our foreign and Culoutal rela­
tions. It would

No LONGEg FENCE
or skirmish with this question. (Loud 
cheers). We should cime to close quar 
ten wuh it—(cheer,)—we should get at 
the root of it ; we should take means not 
merely intended for the wants of to-day 
or to morrow, but should look into the 
distant future. We have arrived at a 
stage in our puliticil

TRANSACTIONS WITH IRELAND 
when the two roads part one from the 
other, not soon probably to meet again. 
The ii ae is come when it is incumbent on 
the duty aud the honor of Parliament to 
come to some decisive resolution on this 
matter. Our intention is therefore, to 
propose to the Commons that which,

IF HAPPILY ACCEPTED, 
will, we think, liberate Parliament from 
the restraints under which, of late years, 
it has iutffoctually struggl.d to perform 
the business of ihe county, and will 
restore British legislation to its natural, 
ancien’, unimpeded cours», and, above" 
all, establish harmonious rotations between 
Great Britain and Ireland—(hear, hear)— 
on a footing of

edarm

NOT BE COMPETENT
to pass laws for the establishment or en­
dowment of any particular religion. 
(Cheers). As to trade and navigation, it 
would be a misfortune to Ireland to be 
separated from Eogland; the Irish Parlia­
ment would have nothing to do with 
coinage, or the creation of legal tender. 
The subject of the postvffice would be left 
to the judgment of Parliament, though 
the Government inclintd to the view that 
it would be more convenient to leave 
postotlije matters in the hands of 

the Postmaster general. 
Quurantiue aud one or two other sub jects 
were left in the same category. The next 
sub ject he had to approach was that of 
the composition of the proposed legislative 
body. The Bill proposed to introduce 
two orders who would sit and deliberate 
together, with the right of voting separ­
ately on any occasion and pn the demand 
of either body, which could be able to 
interpose a veto upon any measure for a 
limited time, either until the dissolution

THOSE FREE INSTITUTIONS
to which Englishmen, Scotchmen, and 
irishmen alike are unalterably attached." 
(Loud cheers, prolonged by the Home 
Rule members). After reviewing the 
condition aud crime existing ia Ireland 
since 18.;3, Mr. Gladstone described the 
coercive legislation enforced during the 
same period as not exceptional but habit­
ual. He compared Ireland during all this 
period to a man trying to find su tenauce 
in medicine only meant for cure. Coer­
cion, however, had, he said, proved 
cure. no

of England, listening to the pernicious 
voice and claims of ascendancy. (Heai) 
Toe Irish Parliament labored under great 
disadvantages. Yet it had in it a spark 
of the spirit of freedom, and it emancipa­
ted the Roman Catholics in Ireland when 
the Roman Catholics in England were still 
unemancipated. It received Lord Fitz- 
william with open arms, end when afters 
brief career he was recalled to England 
the Irish Parliament registered 

1rs CONFIDENCE IN HIM 
by passing a re-olution desiring that he 
should still administer the Government. 
Lord Fit z william had promoted the ad 
mission of Roman Catholics into the Irish 
Parliament, and there was a spirit in that 
Pailiament which, ifithadhad free scope, 
would have done noble work, and proba­
bly would have solved all the Lish prob­
lems and have saved this Government 
infinite trouble,” He would 
the plan

SERIOUS DISSATISFACTION 
continued to prevail ia Ireland, and if 
England and Scotland had suffered similar 
hardship», he believed the people of those 
countries would resort to means similar to 
those the Irish h .d used to ventilate their 
grievances. (Parnelite cheer»,) Coeicion 
was admitted to hare

BEEN A FAILURE
for the past 53 years, only two of which 
had been wholly free from represtive legis- 
lation. Coercion, unless stern aud uu 
bending, aud under an autocratic Govern­
ment, must always fail. Such coercion 
England should never resort to until 
other means had failed. What 
basis of

or
FOR THREE YEARS.

The orders would be constituted as fol­
lows :—First, there were the 28 repre 
Rentstive peers who could not continue to 
sit in the House of Loids after the repre­
sentatives of the Irish people left the 
Hones of Commons. They would have 
the option of sitting as a portion of the 
fiiet order in the Lish Parliament with 
the power of sitting for life. Some peo­
ple thought that the option waa not likely 
to be largely used, but the speaker was 
not of that number. (Hear, hear.) He 
proposed that with tbe 28

PEERS NOW IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS 
there should sit 75 representatives elected 
by the Irish people. With regard to the 
powers of election, the constituency would 
be composed of occupiers of the value of 
£25 and upwards, and they would be 
elected for ten years. The property 
qualification of these representatives 
would be £200 annual value, or a capital 
value of £4,000. Mr. Gladstone then 
said he proposed that the 101 Irish mem­
bers in the House of Commons should be 
members of the Irish Parliament, and 
whilst the first order of the legislative 
body would consist of one hundred and 
three members, the second order would 
consist of two hundred and six. It was 
proposed to

viceroy,
but he would not be the representative of 
a party or quit office with the outgoing 
Government. The Queen would be em- 
powered to delegate to tin any preroga­
tives she now enjoyed or would enjiy. 
The rebgioos disability now existing 
which makes Rjmau Catholics ineligible 
to the office would be removed 
regard to the judges who had been con- 

SIT IN THE OTHER corned in the administration of the ctim-
House of Parliament. (Hear, hear, and j?a*llw m Ireland, Her Majesty might, 
Uh !) How were the Irish people to be ebe “w oaU8e> by Order in council 
taxed if they had legislators in both coun- „v repaie the pensions 
tries! He believed that Great Britain tho8e particular judges. In future the
would never impose upon Ireland taxa- gea would be appointed by the Irish
tion without representation, and added a 0,VÜtïœe_,nt’ b? p“d out of the consoli- 
"If we were to have taxation without f *“? ïe “movable only on the
representation, then there would n , re8s of,the two orders. Ths con- 
come another question which would . ro g7 W°m d r?miin und« the present 

, * practical difficulty, that is. are we futhonty- T“e charge for the eonstabu-
solved THE problem, to give up ’’ ’ we l«y was now £1,500,000 pet annum, and

st.n»U. erwmUoh Tr® d,.fh>ult circum- the fiscal unity *be 8p“k“ *•»♦ confident the charge
ptolv^nilh"^1 £ dand WoiliEmpire,r BHe1did.not think that proposé b“* ** prWent ^

SES’SBSSS

every 
was the

THE WH LI MISCHIEF, 
was the fact that the law was discredited 
m. Dclsnd- It came to the Irish people 
with a foreign aspect, and their alterna 
ttve to coercion was to strip the law of ita 
foreign character aud invest it with a 
domestic character. (Loud Irish cheers.) 
Ireland, though represented in Parlia- 
ment numerically equal with England or 
Scotland, was really not in the same posi- 
tiun politically. England

made her own laws.
Scotland had been encouraged to make 
her own laws as effectually as if she hod 
eix times her present representation The 
consequence was that the mainspring of 
the law in England and Scotland was felt 
to be the English or Scotch. The maiu- 
Spnng of the law in Ireland waa not felt 
by the people of Ireland to be Irish ; he 
therefore deemed it little

now pass to

HOW TO GIVE IRELAND 
n Legislature to deal with Irish as distin­
guished from Imperial affairs. (Hear) 
tie waa confronted at the outset with what 
he felt to be a formidable dilemma. Ire­
land was to have a domestic Legislature 
for Irish affairs. That waa his postulate 
from which he set out. Were the Irish 
members and the Irish representative 
peers in either House to continue to form 
part of the representative assemblies 7 The 
speaker thought it would be perfectly 
clear that if Ireland was to have a domes­
tic Legislature the Irish peers and the Irish 
representatives could not come to Parlia­
ment to control England’s aud Scotland’s 
affairs. (Lheersj. Then with regard to 
the question.

WHETHER IRISH REPRESENTATIVES 
should come to the House of Commune 
for the settlement of Imperial affairs, he 
thought that could not be done. He had, 
therefore, arrived at the conclusion that 
Irish members and Irish peers ought not 
to sit in the palace of Westminster. (Oh! 
Oh ! Î and cheers.) If Irish members were 
not to sit in the House of Commons, Irish 
peers ought not to

LESS THAN MOCKERY
to hold that the state of the law which he 
bati descnbtd conduced to the real unitv 
of this gnat, noble, world wide Empire.
■Something must be done," continued Mr. 

Gladstone, •'something ,s imperatively 
demanded from us to restore in Ireland 
the first conditions of civil life ; the 

FREE COURSE OF LAW, 
the liberty i f every individual in the exer- 
else of every legal right, their confidence 
m the law, apart from which no country 
can be called a civil zed country.” Wlnt 
then, was the problem before him ? It 
was this :—How to reconcile 

IMPERIAL UNITY
Rd,Aeroity °vf L'W'datiues. Mr. Grat- 

tan held tbst these purposes were recon. 
enable more than that, he demanded a 
severance of the Parliaments with a view

adox ? Other countries had

RETAIN THE
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Irishman ia «till more profoundly Irish, 
but it does not follow that b< cause hi» 
local petriotiam ia strong h» should be 
incapeble of ae Imperial pttriotism. There 
are two modes of presenting the »u> j set 
which I have argued. One of them is the 
present what we now recommend as gbod, 
and the other is to present it as a choice 
of evils end tbe lenet nmo 
evils with which ass 
confronted. Well, I 
matter as if it had been

A CHOICE OF EVILS,
I have recognized as facta and as entitled 
to attention jealousies which I myself do 
not share or leeL I have argued it on that 
ground at the only ground on which it can 
be recommended, not only to a mixed 
auditory, but to the publie mind of the 
country that cannot give minute investi­
gation to all portions of this complicated 
question. 1 do not know whether it may 
appear too bold, but in my own heart 1 
cherish the hope that this is not merely a 
choice of the leaser evil, but that it may be 
proved to be ere long

A GOOD IN ITSELF.
(Loud cheers.) There is, I know, an 
answer to thl^ end whet ia tbe answer I 
The answer is only found in the view 
which resta upon a basis of despair, of 
absolute condemnation of Ireland and 
Irishmen as exceptions to those beneficial 
provisions which have made, in general 
Europeans, in particular Englishmen and 
Americans, capable of self-government ; 
that an Irishman is a lueue natune ; that 
j native, common sense, moderation.

NATURAL PROSPERITY 
have no meaning for him ; that all that 
he can understand and all that he can 
apprehend is strife, perpetual dissension. 
Now, Sir, I am not going to argue in this 
House whether this view, this monstrous 
View—(Irish cheer»)—is a correct one, I 
say the Irishman is as eapabli of loyalty 
as another man—(renewed Irish cheers)— 
but if his loyalty has been checked, why 
it is because the laws by which he is gov­
erned do not present themselves to him as 
they do to us in England or Scotland with 
a native and
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CONGENIAL ELEMENT.
I have no right to say that Ireland through 
her constitutionally elected members will 
accept the measure I propose. I hope 
they will, but I have no right to aaaume 
it ; nor have I any power to enforce it 
upon the people of England and Scotland, 
but 1 rely on the patriotism aud the 
sagacity of this House; on a

FREE AND FULL DISCUSSION, 
and, more than all, upon the just and 
generous sentiments of the two British 
nations. And, looking forward, 1 ask the 
House, believing that no trivial motive 
could have driven us to assist in the work 
we have undertaken ( work which we be­
lieve will restore Parliament to ita free 
and unimpeded course)—I ask them to 
stay the

WASTE OF THE PUBLIC TREASURE 
under the present system of government 
and administration in Ireland, which is not 
waste only, but waste which demoralizes 
while it exhausts—I ask them to show to 
Europe and America that We, too, can 
face the political problems which America 
had to face twenty years ago, and which 
many countries in Europe have been 
called on to face, and have not feared to 
deal with. I ask that we shall practice as 
we have very often preached, aud that in 
our own case we should

BE FIRM AND FEARLESS 
in applying the doctrines we have often 
inculcated on others, that the concession 
of local self-government ii not the way to 
sap and impair, but to strengthen and 
consolidate unity. I ask that we should 
learn to rely less on mere written stipula 
lions and more on those better stipulations 
written on the heart and mind of man. I 
ask that we should apply to Ireland ihe 
happy experience we have gained in Eng­
land and Scotland, where a course of gen­
erations has now taught u», notas a dream 
or a theory, but as a* matter of practice 
and of life, that the best and surest foun­
dation w» can find to build on is the foun­
dation afforded by the affections and con­
victions and will of man, an 1 that it is 
thus by the decree of the Almighty that, 
far more than by any other method, we 
may be enabled to secure at once the social 
happiness, the power, aud the permanence 
of the Empire."

Such is Mr. Gladstone’s plan for the 
restoration of Ireland's legislative inde­
pendence, and tbe removal of her long­
standing grievances, a plan not indeed 
without defects, but a plan, with all ita 
shortcomings, broad, original, honest and 
comprehensive. Critics are now busy 
studying and condemning it in detail, 
but the structure of Mr. Gladstone's gen­
ius and statesmanship will survive their 
petty assaults and their impotent animad­
versions. By the removal of redundan­
cies here end there, and the better 
adjustment 
grand
reform will settle, solidify, and endure. 
On one point we wish to place ourselves 
on record, however much as we may in this 
regard differ from profound jurists and 
eminent churchmen. We hold that that 
which some point out as the radical defect 
of the Gladstoniau Irish constitution, 
namely,the removal of Irish representation 
from Westminster, is really its radical 
strength. The Parliament of Ireland, 
as proposed by Mr. Gladstone, will be 

imperial
Parliament, co-ordinate as a Par­
liament with the Parliament of Great 
Britain, Given Irish representation at 
Westminster, and the Irish Parliament 
sinks to the level of a state or provincial 
assembly, without the power or the pres­
tige of an imperial legislature. Further­
more, the presence of an Irish delegation 
at Westminster could not, in our view, 
fail to excite contention and conflict as to 
the righto and jurisdiction of the two 
Parliaments respectively. An Irish Par­
liament without Irish representation at 
Westminster secures for Ireland legislative 
independence without national inferior­
ity. It Means for Inland full and 
total control of Irish affairs, 'without 
the interference or predominance 
•f An alien Parliament even in
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