ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD.

HeBrews xi. 8-18.

Such a thing as personal connection with God
would nover have entered into our minds unless He
had revealed Himself. We see in Abraham’s his-
tory how God comes to him, and introduces Him-
self as u living Person to his soul, drawing him out
of his own country and from his own kindred after
Himself. Henceforth all Abraham'’s associations
were to be with the living God, who promises to be
to him a shield, and his exceeding great reward.
Abraham had nothing to act upon but faith in
God’s word. What a fool he must have appeared
to his worldly relatives, leaving all at the bidding
of One whom he did not see, and in whom they did
not believe.

All went well with him as long as he trusted in
God to act for him, but when he tried to arrango
matters for himaself, it was al! failure. Wo see this
in his taking Terah and Lot with him; God never
called them out, the word was, “ Get thee out of thy
country and from thy father’s house.” Abrabam
did not leave all, so he had to stop in Haran till
Terah dies, and is at last obliged to desire Lot to
scparate himself from him ; after that we find pro-
gress. Mark in the 8th verse, when called to go
~out, Abraham obeyed, not knowing whither he went.

This was a trial to which God put his faith, for
the testing of it. Nothing tries human nature so




